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Prom: High Comuissioner for Palestine, (I 


( 


(Please pass to UKDEL No. 584) 






TO: Secretary of State. 


... Sth March, 1948. 


NOe 555. TOP SECRET. 


(2 


Repeated to ‘Jashington No. 1 


HEMIN. (Phease pass to Ambassador, Cairo and C-in-C ) 


TOP SDORET Raghdad. 
Beirut, 
SAVING. Damascus. 
JedGahe 
Amman. 
Governor, Malta (for C-in-C MED. ) 


vy telegram No. 491: weekly intelligence appreciation. 


Relations between the Governnent and the legders of the Yishuv 
have continued to deteriorate and are now as bad as at any time since 
the besinnuing of the Hlandate, August, 1946 not excepted. The 
Jewish press has reacted in characteristic fashion to the official 
comaunigué issued on ist March, repeating the threadbare theme that 
the Jewish community had done all in its power to prevent dissident 
terrorism and was not responsible for the deeds of a repudiated 
minority; relating the statement that the Jewish Agency had been 
breaking the laws of Palestine only to anaathorises imaigration 
(which of course was asserted to be not illegal); and attempting 
to establish that the purport of the statement was to justify outlawing 
the Jewish comunity and refusing it, when attacked by Arabs, the 
protection of Government fortes. The Ben Yehuda Street affair 
continues to provide a pretext for unmeasured vilification of the 
security forces, while the administration is daily accused of 
assisting Arab violence directly (esg. in issuing arms to Arab towns 
and villages) and indirectly (by disarming Jewish defenders). Should 
the Security Council fail to provide an international force the 
blame will be mainly laid on His Majesty's Government, though the 
United States is attracting criticism as a result of Senator Austin's 
distinction between maintaining the peace and enforcing partition. 
While Jewish officials still profess confidence that a Jewish state 
will emerge in the boundaries assigned by U.N.; if not with inter- 
national help, then by the Jews unaided efforts, there has been a 
marked collapse of morale in middle class circles, although the urban 
and rural proletariat is said to be resolute as ever. From several 
sources come reports that the Agency is planning to abandon outlying 
settlements (notably in the HULEH and the NEGEV-) after 15th May 
in order to shorten the defensive dine. 


2 As the yishuv becomes increasingly disillusioned about the 
intentions of the Truman administration, more and more hopes are 
pinned on the U.S.S.R., and what may be termed the Sneh tendency 
is gaining momentum. @he extent to which Jewish papers of the 
Right ‘have lately refrained from criticism of Soviet action is 
noticeable; and the Czecho#lovak crisis has been reported either 
without com ent or with a pro-comaunist's slant. 


3 Phe Vaad Leumi eauenalle on 2°th February that the Provisional 

Council of the Jewish state would be composed of the Palestinian 

members of the Jewish Agency and the Executive of the vaad Leumi 

who in turn would co-opt members of Jewish bodies not represented. 

Under the U.N. resolution it is of course for the Commission to 

constitute Provisional Councils after consultation with democratic 
bodies, and if the Comiission is unable to perform this duty by 

ist April the matter is to be referred to the Security Council fer 

action. The significance of the vaad Leumi declaration is therefore 

not clear; one source su;zests that this step is intended to anticipate 


the/ 


eeerese 


(2) 


ishuv would proclaim the establishment of a sovereign Jewish 


ee: resignation of the Palestine Commission, in which event the 


State confident that the Sccurity Council would approve or 
acquiesce. 


4 The train outrage at Rehovoth has brought home to the Agency 
some of the dangers of its policy of inciting the Jevish comunity 
against Government aad the security forces. Attributing the deaths 
of the nine Haganah men at Miyve Israel to a calculated reprisal, 
a Jewish srokesian called attention to the folly of involving the 
Yishuv in a second front with the British forces. In conformity 
with this attitude the Haganah, it is reported, is maintaining its 
pressure on the dissidents to refrain from attacks on British 
personnel, and apparently some preventive section on these lines 
is béing taken. On the other hand the Stern Group appears to 
have acted with connivance of the Haganah in the Haifa boibing, 
while reports speak of cordial relations between the rank and file 
of the Haganah and the N.M.O. who, it is s@id, are indignant at 
the pensonal jealousies of their leaders which alone prevent close 
collaboration. It is not however easy to square this with events 
in Tel Aviv, where there have been clashes, in one of which, 
according to Hamashkif in a polemic against the Haganah leaders 
hand grenades were used by the Haganah to disperse peaceful 
citizens listening to an N.M.0O. broadcast, with 100 resulbant 
casualtics. The truth is probably that no general policy is 
followed b. local units of the Haganah, which adjust their relations 
to the dissidents in accordance with the exigencies of the Arab 
struggle and in the light of popular seatiment towards the 
Governnent as it veers with the wind of events. 


5 In Saijtaria, and to a lesser extent in Galilee and in Jerusalem 
aid Jaffa towns, a form of Arab military sovermnent is steadily : 
emerging side b, side with the wandatory administration. This : 
develop.icnt has largely checked the movement towards chaos which at 
one time sccmed possible. The Local s4rab civil authorities, both 
statutory aud sclf-appointed (e.g. national comiittees), continue 

to function, but play the diminished role inevitably assigned to 

Civil bodies under a military reginc. This process has not in 
general becn motivated or ac ompanied by hostility to the mandatory 
rule or b, a desire to deny or curtail its authority; it has come 
about partly in order to enable the Arabs to defend themselves 

acainst Jewish attacks in circwustances in which this Government 
cannot ensure their safety; partly in consequence of the recognition 
of the necessity to provide a working authority to replace the 
British administration on its departure, and partly in order to 
mobilize Arab resources for the severe struggle regarded as .inevitable 
aftcr i5th May. Perhaps unfortunately, this process is purely 

local, and there is so far no sign of the emergence of a country- 
wide Arab authority; in districts other than those mentioned above 

the process has been less marked, and it is im these that there 

hgve been constant attacks on troops in order to obtain arms, and 
general insecurity of lifc and property. A hopeful sign is the 
formation of the Committce of the Arab League to take over the 
direction of civil and military control in Palestine; although 

the Mufti is on this body he is apparently not to play a predominant 
role. 


6 Publicity has been given in the local press to a statement 
purporting to be issued by the following Christian bodies urging 
that the partition decision be abrogated in the interests of peace; 
The Greek Orthodox, Latin, Armenian, Melkite, Coptic, Armenian 
Catholic and Syrian Catholic Patriarchates; the Custodian of the 
Terra Saata; the Syrian Orthodox Comuunity; the Arab Evangelical 
Eviscopal Co. unity; and the Arab Lutheran Comunity. Present 
information is that the persons attending the weeting following 
whieh the statement was issucd were not fully empowered by the ~ 
authoritics/. 


ocdes 


= ‘ 


(3) 


suthoritics of the bodics whose vicevis they pruported to represent. 
The significance which should be attached to the stateucat is 
therefore aot as yet clear. it scuns to have been entirely an 
Arab “love. 


7 Owing to falis.in revenue dus to the disturbanccs the Jerusalem 
Aunicipality is ia financial straits, and the chairaan has had to 
“Warn retepa,scrs that unlcss collections improve it way be necessary 
to suspend .iunicipal services. 


8 The Jewish enguiry into the Ben Yehuda st.cct incident has 
procecdcd during th. week in circumstances in which, to judge 

f oi the press, the aim is less to establish the truth than to 
iuplicetc the British forccs. & letest developuient is the production 
of & docwient purvorting to be issued by the Palestine Breach 

of the British League of Ex-Scrvicuien, in which this group clains 
responsivility for the outrage. First indications aie that the 
Patohlet is highly suspect, and aay have becn fabricatcd. 


9 The abolition terms have been reccived with teupered satisfaction 
by cxpatriate officers to who. they apply. Soatract of. iccrs are 
less enthusiastic, while Palestinicn ofticurs are dismayed by the 
provision that His ligjesty's Govermiucnt will only guarantee their 
bencfits until successor statcs yuotc are capable of taking over 
liability unj.otc, There is a possibility of a strike of Arab 
officials of the sccoud division supported by the Arab Highcr 
Oc-1iiiter. There is also tal!: of aa application for an order 
nisi uncer Article 22 of the vendate. Arad o ficials arc 
resentful at what they resurd as pressure on thea to surve under 
the Coacission. 


10.. Six nembers of the Nnited Netions staff arrived in Jerusalem 
Srd Merch and have alr.tuy bc. a eble to read in the local press 
fabricatcd uc. ou.:ts of their activiticse 
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(1); Atteekan on roed trangpert teok plece tn several 


districts espectoiiy yecs and Cag. 


(2, dewleh enipers orened fire Im Matta. A britien 


actvipaper correspondent rae elichtlr vounmfed. 
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Despatched Received 






10th Merch, 1948, 





Addressed to Foreign Office 137. 





Repeated to Jerusalem(1) Beirut and Ammen, 


Feuvr 
. American newspaper correspondents 


in Damascus including a "life" tographer Hs 

have been informed that if they 
go to NABLUS they will be met and conducted to FAWZI KAWAKJI's 
headquarters at TUBAS(1).(1) Two heve already left by an 
unknown route, others propose visiting the JAjutenant first. 


FILE NO.9/1014/48¢ "TELEGRAM. 





(w/t) 
Cypher 
DQ coe 
Clear 
From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, 
Despatched 12/3/48 (11.02) Rees ved 





coe 
Your telegram No.137 to Foreign Office. 


Please check and repeat from "including" to "informed" 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Dié64, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 








a Log 


tpt 
From :— Jedda’ oe To:— Foeeid f risk 


Despatched 4900 jrarcii 1st Received 








No. 88 of February 29th 





j Addressed to Foreign Office telesram No.8 of 
February 29th repeated for information to Cairo 50, 
80 40, Jerusalem 16 and saving to;:- 


Anman..... Saving No.9 
c Bavdad. o " 10 
Beirut... . 30 
Damascus.. : Says 
Restricted, 


Palestine, 


in a conversation with a member of my staff Philby 


bas given an insight to Ibn Saud's attitude to 
eae which is probably the explanation for the 
recent declaration guaranteeing the American 

* concessions in Saudi arabia which caused 80 much stir 
in the Arab 4ena,ue States, 


2. He stated that in comparison With his 
hes tab le association with the Americans Ibn ‘Saud 
has little or no interest in Palestine, and that he is 


he. 


distresse a the intransiveant attitude taken by 
1 with the Tapline nezotiations, and 
Ibn Saud is prepared to see it pass 


oO 


2S 
enclave in Galillee on its way to 


syria in cornectio 
that if it pent Lnue 
through the Jewish 
Beirut. 


Ss. According to Philby fbn Saud is so obs 
by his fear of the aygrandisment of Sing &bdull 






(24820; W+.20030 : f .W.Ltd. Gp. ° 
fge11s) Weae7i2' 115 sha : =e 


shat, while he wuld probably take no posit 
action azainst the Jewish State becaugpe of 
American susceptibilities he would +gnt hi 
prevent the occupation of Palestine b; 


8 GS af OMNe 

4, Philby is not a re eliable informant 
and has pro baby overstated 3 above. iis 
remarks are however a straw in the wind, 


He Gatope, G 
CHIEF Ce ee orrice, (46 
JERUSALEM, 


G Zz frewk poracestine. 
| ae lier livdfe = wot jew 


No. SF/252/h6 br wel Taf fe t March, 1948. 


SECRET 
Dia Pine Gov dom, 


The military authorities have asked 
us to consider reducing the number of legal points j 
of entry into Palestine, which they feel will make 
it easier tor the security forces to check the entry 
of armed bands using motor transport. The closing of 
frontier bridges may also, incidentally, make the 
Jews less keen to attempt to demolish them. 





action on the lines desired covld be taken at the 

moment is JISK SHEIKH HUSSEIN. Before moving further 

in the matter, however, we should be grateful for an 
expression of your own views as to whether the closing 
ot the Bridge would give rise to any great inconvenience 
on the Transjordan side, or would lead to protests by 
the Transjordan authorities. 


J 
The only point at which we think that 


Yours sincerely, 


Pate. 
(E.D. = 


C.M. Mrie-Gordon Esa., 
British Legation, 
Amman. 


a ra ee er 


(S/1014/48) 
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anata : Lie [g) 
at, ae 


thanks far letter } 
wae ink your NoeSP/252/46 dated 6th 


The frequent closures of the Jisr Sheikh Hussein 


; 
4 
t 
| 


We would be most grateful for any assistance you can 
give to heap Saar Galids biesin wekgin cuatithens 


Yours ever, 


@igl.) ©. M. PIKTE-GORDON 


at 


B.D. Home, Bsds 
Chief Seoretary's Office, 
JERUSALEM, 


/on re-reading, 
P.S, I am afraid the tone of this letter seems a little "testy" 
4f so I apologise as it's not so intended! 


CMP-G, 
Oey (Sgde) C.M.P.Ge 
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From :— High Commissioner, JERUSALEM Jo:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 9/3/48 (14.30) Received 9/3/48 (20,30) 





of 9th March, 1948, 


DWEDIATE. 
Addressed to Cairo Noel}. 


Repeated to Secretary of State No.579, Baghdad No.25, Beirut : 
No,608, Damascus No.605, Amman No,609, Jedda No.25, Ukdel No.610 
(Washington please pass). : 


HEBREW Press reports{the Areb Higher Committee(1) fearing 
increasing popularity of FAWZI QAWAQJI has telegraphed to(z) 
the MUFTI urging (remainder of telegram undec, = repetition asked 


for) 
ye 
ie a fw 
ert atiies 
- 
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or Clear ? Se IeT. 
“ae 5 To Me, Auessedor, 
HIGH*COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE oni 
9.5.48 1890 hours. 


Despatched ae ; 
GPP. 28281—20,000-8.8.47 





Oo 43- SRORET ISGEDIATE, 


Adcressed to 1.M.Ambaessador, Cairo No. 45: repeated to secretary 
of state no. 579, H.#.Aabassedor Baghdad Noe 25; A.M. Minister 
Beirut No. 608; H.M. Minister Damescous No. 05; H.u. Minsiter 
Amman NO. 609; H.M. Minister Jeddah No. 25; UXDEL Noe 610. 


reports that areb Higher Comittee 


the sagresaitg peptlar uae of FAWZI {AVA)TI has a 

po ae early retura to P. tine. ae or 
ort unknown but it seems intrinsically nao 

Grateful if all possible pressure may be mace ae bem to keep. 


MUPTI out of Palest 


Badse 
10.35.48 
All. 
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From :— H.M.Minister, BEIRUT, To:— Hy wintst 





Despatched 






6/3/48 (16.35) 
26 of 6th March, 1948. 





Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No.30 of March 6th, 
GCP Une 
Repeated for information Demascus(Mut. gp.) Ammen, Jedda, Cairo, 
U.K.(1) Del, New York, | 
Ne 
ait 

Your telegram No,41 to(1) Cairo, 

I have made the point with the Lebanese Prime Minister, 
(The latter) (2) appreciated(1) it and undertook to pass on 
this advice to the proper quarter, though he said he hoped 
the Arabs “who had not mde many mistakes hitherto" would not 


contemplate any such folly. 


(HDLed/HA) . 


A? 


W357. DESn. GoM. ot inde 


‘Despatched 13/3/48 (10.53) 
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From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 









Received 13/3/48 (11.00) 








No. 28 of 12th March, 1948, 






SECRET, 





Following is repetion asked for in your telegram No.10 = Begins 
Including a "Life" photographer have been informed, 


(JPS/HA)« 


WSO0KT. Dish, SOM, ( 1 hd, 


Live 
Jlear. 


5° 


ot 1800 bre. ilteliBe 





Atala ‘3 

Mdpesses to -coretery of Stnte Ko. G12 / al 

Repented “nshington, Ouc., Demascus. 

vewing: Semin(pleaae pass te smbesesder-Ceia-<), Beirut, — 
imam, Jdedém, den, Sritiah Consul, Aleppo. z 


ies et Road mF A ne 10taA. 


(2) Daria the eftermoon Arnbs altacked Hav. Wa 0V, } 
Jewish Colony 7 kilos north oi Jerusslen. Security foreuw 
went to ecene and apwehended a stolen polise smuoured ‘ 
Cer =m three Dritieh police deserters taking part in the 
etteck. ‘There were no casualties reper ted aad ae/f ences 
ef the @lony were not penctrated, 


(2) im other incidents following eaeusitics oocurredii- 
Hritish 1 sounded 
Arebs 2 killed 
3 wounuwes 
Fee i kidled 
7 wounmied, 


(ir. one; 


i2th Haren, 191.4. 
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FROM: CAIRO DESPD: BY BAG. 
TO: FORSIGN OFFICE DATED: 3.3.48, 
NO: 38 SAVING. 


COVMFIPDENTIAE. 


Addreseed to Foreign Office te 

Saving of 3rd Merch, repeated Savi 
Bagded No. 23, Beiru 

24, Jedda No. 23, Jerusslem No. 
and U.K. Delegation, New York No 


or information to 
oe 25, Damascus No. 
Washington No. l, 


k, 


Your telegram No. 20€ to Begdad of February 
27th: Pslestine. 


I have no comments. 
Foreigh Office please pass to Washington and 


U.K. Delegation New York, ac my telegrams Nos. 1 and 4 
Saving, respectively. 


CAMPBLLL. 


Weenies ee 


(/2) 





Cypher ™/OTP 
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From:— S.OF 8S. F.O. LONDON, To :-— 4M nis Py 208 . 
Despatched = 4/3/48 (10642) Received 4/3/48 





DiFoRT.NT. 
SECRET. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.374(1) of March 13th and to 
Baghdad, Jedda, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Repeated for information to UkDel New York, Washington, B.M.=E.O, 
fi n4-% 
and Jerusalem, N cS 
Fa 

My telegram No.307 to Cairo. 

Sir A, Cadogen will now have sent you copies of the documents 
No.P(NY) 18 to 36, You my similarly use the informtion conte ined 


in any of these documents with the exception of No,32(repeet 32). 


forays). 


W867. DEsne, SaMt. ‘ Wy tb. 3 





i from___.. 


by siclacbastsn . le 


00 words_427- 
lc sh he Cs. 


en _ 


Handed in at... __verusacen A .Date..12.at_2125 m. Received here at. ad 


33641—350 Pads.—10 2.47—6 C.¥. 







Prefix___._.Original No. 











To. IMMEDIATE PRODROME AMMAN 


eee apr TO SECRETARY OF STATE NO 624, REPEATED WASHINGTON 
L_INO 6 DANA _NO 678 BEIRUT N 679 AMMAN 
No 680 AND CAIRO 


47 
MY XKK TELEGRAM 619 REPEATED WASHINGTON 172 |UKDEL 671 
JE —EXPLOS HON - ges 
INFORMA ON OBTAINED UP 70 THE PRESENT FROM POLICE INVESTIGA- 


2. AT 9.46 ON 11 RCH A HEAVY 
JEWISH AGENC HEADQUARTER OFFICES IN| KING @EORGG AVENUE 
RE BROKE OUT 


+IMMEDIATELY 
CASUALTIES AT] PRESENT AR 13. JEWS KILLED 33 [SERIOUSLY 
INJURED 51 ereeeeey IN URED ° 
Se ue 5 : ALCOW Seki Son 
OR JEWISH PO ICE OFFICERS ACCESS TO He BUILDING OR FACILITIE 
DN 0 AI NG H NU RSTOOD | 


TO A 
TO HAVE CARRIED THE EXPLOSIVE CHARGE OR TO INTEF ROGATE 
‘Leeann i HAS oe DIFFICULT TO OB TAIN AN AUTHO.: ITATIVE 


CAR BEARING. AMERICAN CONSULAR RESIS RATION Pate POSS18- 


LY FLYING AMBRICAN DROVE|UP TO AGENCY BU 
ACCORDING TO/SOME WITNESSES o” BY 
POLICE ) THE CAR WAS DR yh a NORMAL CHAY FFEUR A 
























KNOWN TO JEWISH GUARDS A GUARDS THEREFORE 
ALLOWED THE IT SEEMS TO 
FUND ) WING OF THE BUIL EX LOSION occuk RED A 
KNOWN. IT uA CAR THE|DESCRIPTION 
OF WHICH CORRESPONDS WITH THAT OF THE ED IN THE 
A u S—CENSH a 
THE CHAUFFE AM TO COLLECT NEWS- 

LA SHOP A G TO EMPLOY- 
FES AT THIS $HOP NEITHER] HE NOR ANY 
THE CONSULATH NEWSPAPERS] NEITHER THA VEHICLE NOR THE DRIVER 





HA ! ery 
5. FOR REASOWS GIVEN ABOVE DETAILS GF DAMAGE TO Oe aee HAVE 
ORRESPONDENT 4 Baa 


NOT—\ ' fs 

HECD UNDER AHREST IN THE BUILDING BY JEWS SHORTLY AFTER 
ae tiene AN ALLOWED TO) INSPECT 
een re vee 


OFF ANB- THAT 


WA NG R f WERE AND CHARRED Y 
FIRE HE FURTHER STATED THAT EVERY OF IN THE] BUILDING HAD 
SUFFERED BLA$T DAMAGE AND THE 8=10 JEvISH AGEN Y iy ise AND 


0 
EXTENSIVELY DAMAGED 



















HIGHCOMA 
From 
if 





ellis Pe tai he. 


Aish Se iiclamihae al MMR DI eed oii’ x: 
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From :— Wigh Commissioner, JERUSALEM? :— HM niftter AMMAN, 






15/3/18 (20.00) Received 16/3/48 (11,00) 
of 15th March, 1948. 


Despatched 






IMMEDIATE. 
Addressed to Secretery of State 654, fop secret. 
eames 


Repeated to Weshington 187 (Please pess to UXDEL 703) Cairo 48, 
Beirut 704, Damascus 705, Amman 706, Baghdad 26 rnd Jedda 26, 


In connexion with the infiltration of nationels from other 
Arab States into Pelestine(1) to form the Areb liberation ermy it is 
apperent from their(1) impulsive behaviour here that they have no 
idea of what en embeyessment they ere to this Government, unwilling 
indeed, in mny cases(1) seemg’ to think that we are encoursging end 
even WELCOMING their presence. 


2. «As examples the following may be quoted; 


a) The aerodrome et GAZA has been taken over by the municipality 
Something over 100 armed EGYPTIANS .have established them- 7 
selves in the aerodrome buildings. When I was due to 
land there the other dey these men(1) approeched the 
local authorities with a request that they might meet we 
with a guerd of honour, and manifested extreme surprise 
when told that far from doing that they must on no acwmunt 
show themselves, ((1) Which order was METICULOUSLY OBEYED). 


b) When FAWZI KAWAKJI was approached by a British official the _-~ 
other dey in an endeavour to make him leave the country, 
he spent considerable time suggestinggmo doubt GhaD the 
General Officer(1) Commnding would leave the CACHE of guns 
and tanks in Transjordan which he could pick up when we 


depart. 
ce) 4 party of armed uniform(Sic) Egyptians under en officer 
arrived cuite openly at Heifa the other day and were most 
surprised when they were not ellowed to lend. 
This/ ee oe 


WEOOKT. Dili, SoM. : Wyte 





This same attitude is apparent in practically all contacts 
with these men. 


2, Although I have no doubt that His Majesty's Representatives 

will do all they can to persuade the Arab Governments to stop these 

. INCURSIONS during the next two months there is no doubt that 
their(1) representations up to the present are meeting with little 
success, I would hope that the least which could be{1) done would 
be to pointed out(Sic) what a grave embarrassment these men are to 
us at this time, and to mke clear our attitude towards them, 
They are(1) just es much illegal immigrants as the Jews whom the 
Arebs have constantly clamoursd for us(1) (? to omitted) stop. 


3, It would now appeer that 211 decisions regarding the conduct 
of the Arabs in Falestine ere taken either by the Areb League or the 
Arab Higher Committee, The later have no effective(1) member in 
Palestine, Neither Ahmed HTIMI PASH‘(1), who is the only one 
here st present, nor Dr. KHALIDI who is here sometimes, carry any 
weight and have shown no signs of being eble to control any of the 
élements making for (? Palestine omitted). 


4. It is for this Government to conmknicate its policy towards the 
Arabs directly to any responsible body, or to mke effective 
epprosches to those in control when that policy is being infringed, 


5. I em therefore more than ever dependent on His Majesty's 
Representatives in the Arab States, more particulsrly in Cairo “nd 
Damascus to teke action to assist us to control not only the unruly 
irab elements who heve(1) succeeded in INFILTRATING(TW) from other 
states, but, even through the Areb Higher Committees member(s) 
outside ‘elestine(1), the recruits(1) themselves, 


6. It has therefore occurred to me that I should mke plsin(1) +o 
His Majesty's Representatives what our policy is, and request Them 
to, yse_every endeavour to.persuade the real leaders not to infringe 
Cot att 


Peaparmn/is). - . See 
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cx) telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
by the authorised recipient and not passed 


Ki 


anal DIPLOMATIC( SECRET). 
F20M BAGDAD TO FORETGH OFFIC. 

Sir H. Mack. De 6¢40 aem. 24th February, 1948. 

Hoe 2166 Re 7-24 aem. 24th Pebruary, 


23rd February, 1948. 


Repeated to Cairo, 
British Middle Kast Office. 


Cairo — No. 2 to you paragraph 3 
(Question of Iragi Army entering Transjordan). 

Iragi Minister for Foreign Affairs returned today 
and I expect that he will speak to me about this. 


2. I should be grateful fom instructions. 


Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat . 
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# Cypher W/OTP h 
o [2 | es 
Clear J eieall 


/ be * 
From :— H.M.Ambassador, JiDDA, To :— HeMeDii tn AVVAN, 





Despatched 11/3/48 (20.00) Received 15/3/2,3 


. of (Undated) 





No. (Unnumbered) }/ 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.105 of Nerch 11th. 
Repeated for informtion to Ammen, Baghded, Beirut, B.M.E.O5«e, Cairo, 
(Cypher error - from ID) Damascu ) We ating ton, UxDel New York, 
SECRET. eo 
—— ! f yer! 

Your telegram No.206 to Baghdad; Felestine. 


I quite agree that a combined Iragi Transjordan incursion into 
Palestine would grently alerm Ibn Saud,(1) Whether We woul] "declare 
war" 2s one report indicated I cannot say {but he would certainly 
regurd such action as sanctioned by us. His attitude at present 
is that(1) he leaves Transjordan to us relying upon the statement 
commnicated to him by Mr. Clarke as authorised in your despatch 
150 of October llth 19/7, 


2, My information(1) at present is that AZZAM has told the King 
that Abdullah does not intend to invade Falestine and that the 
Syrien Minister here elso says that it is unlikely, 


3, Should such an invasion take place I suppose loy»lists ought 
to warn other members of the Arab League in edvance, At ony rate 
I imagine (2 gpse undec.) would be to essure King Ibn Seud thet 
Ebaulleh had no hostile intentions end edd we were reedy to ehter 
into mituel defence srrengeeuts if the King also wished to. 


oT.6 
eee). 


Wiiw5s. DESO, SoM. ‘ ryt 





(\i/2) | FILE NO.S/1014,/1,8, LEGRAM. bm ; (3 !) 


Cypher ID/OTP — : 
gy Jo ; /= -P. 


Code 
pe] 
Clear r ( 2 wy If e 
From :— 1,)!, ambassador, CATRO. To:—y Minister, AMMAN. 
Despatched 18/3/48 (11,00) Received 18/3/48 (11,20) 


17th Merch, 1948, 





Addressed to Jerusalem telegram No.32 of March 17th. 


Repeated to Foreign Office, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
Jedda, UKDEL New’ York, 


SECRET, pl 

(your telegram N0.)(2) 43:° The MUFTI's movements. 

Menber of my steff took up this question with the(Tw) 
Director of the Folitical(1) Division of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs lest week, The Director now reports that the Minister 
for Foreig Affairs has underteken to teke appropriate measures 
to keep the Mufti out of Palestine, (1) 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York as my telegram 


NOe3e 


Copy tor= $/581/4.1. 


L Ke 
HDLeM/JFS/HA, 


WiteRS. DESI GML ten Wnts 


8: sjeercetary of state. 


Date. 15th Harch, 1946, 





NOe Get, TOT SECR wp lt EDIATE. 


Repeatcd to Washington yo. 176 Top Secret. (Please péss to UKDUL as 
. my NWO-« 682). 


( WMT (Pleuse pass to Amba .ador Cairo a2 PICH) 
TOP S.uceniv’. ( Barthdad. 
Beirut. 
- DAwWusCcune 
[| 6 Jeddule 
( AmmMusle 
( Malta (vor C-iue-c ifD). 


SAVING 


ly telesrait YOo 555. Jcekl, inte licence appreciution. 

jecotistions urisin= out of the agreement in principle regarding 
the couposition of the Provisional Council of the Juvish state reported 
in peragroph 6 of my telecrua under reference have been in progress 
Guriar th. wecke AS Was to be cxpectcd pussions huve run high. 
whe Gaited Labour party hus beca particularly exucting ia its 
dumands, tod has evlso been strongly opposed to grauting represcatution 
to the Revisionists. The Lutter heave dcmaided representation in 
proportion to the number of votes polled by the party in the pulcstine 
Clections to the lust Zionist doneress;: on this basis they claimed 
that if iiipui is to rceevive 11 scats they should receive 5. Further 
difficult, urose frow the request of Aguduth Isracl for representation 
cyguul to tint of Mizrahi. The Gif’crunccs huve be.n' composed, and / 
ib is annovaced that the Provisional Council to bc submi .cd for 2 
ucecptunc.. by the Palcstine Gomaission will comprisc ; 


(a) frou the Jewish Ascacy Exceutive, 5 Labour, 4 General Zionist 
und 5 Mizrohi. 


(b) from the Vaud Leumi fxccutive, 5 Lcbour, 3 United Labour, 2 
Minrvahi, one Guncral Ziohist, one Alczoeh Horashgh, one repres- 
untutive of Oricatal Jewish Gowiunitics and onc rceprescatative 
of joucats Organizations; 


ww we 1 


= Js oaanth Pin ts 


(c, “Poa other unrepriscated bodics, 2 Revisionists, 2 agaduth 
jeracl, Que Scephurdi and one Co.jaunist. 


Tue venue ov the Provisional Council has not bern settled; onc 
goureu ototen th.t therc in strong support for Hadar Jfucumacl. 


a Appurcutly a: part of these nesotiations there huve beva parollcl 
nevotiativas bitwe Hecanah and the N.i.O0. which according to pres: 
roports huve » sultud ine gvote final osrcement unaquote. The Pole tine 
Post of Gti. wureh spoke of the Jewish A cney's ugrecment to thu 
co-oneration of ull Jewish Pistting forces. Although the terms of 
agre went (if there is one) are aot kaowa reports say that ...11.0, 

he. ugre.c to subordinute itself to Tuganbh cou and. Despite reLerc~ 
nee to ull Jewish fightin: forces it is not thought .hat Sturi Gung 

is inclué.d in the agrccucnte Conclusion of agrecucat is suid to 
kuve becn wade by both Agency ud Revicionists condition precedent 

for purticin: tion of l.ttcr in provisional council. 


ose ee | OP Eas “a AS. + 


4 

« 

4 Perecraph 1 of ay telecrim tio. 4352 suve on estinete of the ; 
nuubers oad distribution of tice Liberation Ari. since then its 

nudbers have Gen inerecoca by the followiug incursions ’ 

(a) On 9 wath Mobruary two bends said to number together 

up ts Chtered Someric:cac Galilee. embers were subseg- | 





uc..tl,y distributed cmonug the willuges of yorthern Golilec 


, 


odes 


HOD 
o: 
SS 
: 
— —_—— 


(2) ; 
id Siucric, while cow ere velicved to heve .aoved south 
e lato Leeda cad Jurusclea districts. 


@» ~ bene of up to 500 vusoeslevs -presmicoly Bosnicn tioslems 
“p.socd throoch g::a ria ca routc to the Ledda District curinzs . 
the first wouk of erehe 


Ga -5/Sth Sereh & soasld port: cuvompanled TAIZLI 20 Ato. 


(c) 
(€) sow hundreds of Fesptiuas heve infiltrated into Guza District. 
TherG huve probubly »stcii other unreported catrics of snallcr contin- 


seats. Potal awmaber of Tibcretion Aru; voluatecrs is now placed ct 
6,000. Tort Pisure is scid to be 10,000. 


5 Reports ere conflicti.. regarding Tayzi's intentions; souc say 
thet he coda to stay and others that his visit is only a shor’ 





tour 92 sspcotion. It sev.is certcin thet he is determined to uvoid 
cl.shes with Sritish Porces. Althouch there is a constant possibility 
of OcccSionetL operéitions azyéinst Juwkeh Colonics it is not belicved 
thet & geucral offensive is inuaincent. 


6 Oa Sth Jiprech Liberation sruay in Samaria arrcusted a truck driven 
by anu srab (cccompenice by a Yerunite Jcw) ca route to Vablus with & 
tons of stvura Group explosive. fhen Go attenapt wes wade to dis:iantle 


3.6 it exploded killing tio Sritish police deserters who wore witn the 
Liberation Ami oid 4 jragis. 


re On 10th ijerch a security petrol which haG@ sone to tie scene of 

an aréb ettack on a Jewish colony neor Jérusulcm arrested a stolen 
police armourcd car containing thrce British policc descrtwrs which hud 
been firing on the colony. 


8 Qa iith iarch on Atcrican consular car wus criven into and parked 
in the court-yurd of the Jewish aseney; building in dgeruselea. Its 
Griver, & consular caploycce, then left the preiaises. Shortly after 
the car cxploded :illing thirteen acuwocrs of the Jewish Asency staff 
ond injuring 74 others. Some daiagc wus done to the premises. 
Althouzh Jews on the scence showeé hostility to aray first-aid party 
and investigating police officers.: responsibility for the incident 
is generally attributcd to the arabs and there has deen no widespread 
outburst of entiesritish fec lins such as followed the Bun Yehuda 
street cexplosicn. 


9 Otherwise the we.k has generally becn guieter particularly in the 
rural arcas, but there hes been heavy firing. end bombing in Jerusalen 
euG on the Juffo/etcl Aviv vordcr, while Naifa naniteins its rccord 

of coutinuous iatereoi unal violvace. 

10 Eee Owing the couple tion of police investigations a statencat 

was iscucd on the bombing of the pelestine Post building on ist 
Tubrucr Th. statcucnt caphasised that while the vernetretors Wore 


Gntnoun the terial furaishced by the Jewish Acency situs ia some 
instances incorrect and suaerelly could aot supoort the Juwish 
Suspicion tuat Sritish puirsons were implicated. 


1i as t jaited gtetes' reluctence to sce partition iimleucnted 
oy Force secouwes lnereaesin-ly anparcnt Jewish pro-govict fccliag is 
“rowins pronortionstly to the dccline in Amc:ican nopularity. There 
ore rp. orts of az understanding detween loshe Snch and the Yucoslav 
pOVirMIC.t wuereby the latter wil! facilitate Jewish 1.1. igret ion to 
P.listine ia the hop @ that aa influx of jastern Zuropean Jews will 
svoner or later furnish a aajority for the pro-sovict saettoe rt 
is perhans sizaificant that WONDII, the illegal iisisrant ship 
irrestec oa Peoruary is belicved to have Gubarked her puscseagcers 
frou yusoslaviae 








The Pylvstine Post of iOth iferch save promincace to reports of 
aAforsul tals in Geirs for uv rapprochuucnat betweea Arabs eud ¢cvish 
ibd ws te cleuwsents. Mio geud.rs of these are said to have approeched 

the/ 
oemes 


ie 


y 


(3) 


* Mufti to fucl the pulse of the Arabs and view the possibility 
ArabeJcwish understanding on the scttleucnt of the Palestine 
spute. The .A4.8.o. is said to have cxpressed sympath; and 
@ivrctinaty. Preiicgaus, asked to coi wnt is quoted as saying | uh |. 
hat hc was in Pavour of stopoing the war and of an understanding 
twe.n Jews and ~rabs. But be knew of no dclezation or confcrence. 


15 ya Jerusilea the diaft vtace appeal of the Chairman of the 

nicipal toads ion hus be.a politely answered by the A.H.C. which 
uovever Hus LTound his proposals pre iature. Ben Gurion answered 
that is’ the .pebs vould sive a suuratcce to stop shooting for "a 
Quy, @ wuck, a uonth, @ ycar" the Jess would do likewise, but it 
Wes anreasonadle to expect the Jcws in the Old city to be satisficd 
with the protcctian of asricd srabs. 
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NoeGud Trmmecl: te 


“epeated eehingt on TreiBs. | ok, PE S97. )@emscer % 638. 


Ving: ecte (plese pase t “paseraior, O-ine@), Getrut. 
amavren, sedge wette Srliteh Goneel, «lepode 


’ : ‘ee 


(1 “#eing the sloht Beevy ve ormtic Tire oni & number 
os heewy ex lomicnhs veeerred in fatrewon aren J 
dervar len. & pert, of Jeeves ned peneir fad in 
apes, pines ox losives in en sreh belicing, ond 
alter ae.com iin: cherger retreated omior ceverin; 
Lite ‘mothe: hows in [4teetm won elec tere ped by 


explosives pieced eax of betisiinge erite the 
atieet om ‘ctaewn Shots ver exehencged bet een 

Yooen Yoric tml faffn Gete erence % bP ewe ct tes 
vere infitetw’ by ettcerrrs, Suh arate elate tt 


Se teh enaunitiec. 


(2) . 0460 6 part of SH sree) Jers attseeked pms’) 
vii ave inValilee eith eortare oad ecutow tie Tire. 
412 bocees vere deatroyed on¢ th villere hen cov 





Dee evaugunton. uh capenltiacs <ere 12 rilwé 
tacluding *oren on! yo ne chlicres, ©» shlestine ene 
& ~ouMmede 
(3%) in other tactuents evevclties wore: 4 
be killed > 
16 scunned a 
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is 4 & 41. eg 
11 wounded 


(¢r. tons) 
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1300 Rrse LSe Selite 


Fo a) 


anges tea «ehington 166, iti, 707, Seomeceur 7086, 
Wing: WESLS (plesse pees to sbotesder, —<inew, 
beirut, WWI» Jedkin » Geis mi tick eau de jy Oe 


LHOL aT MOUNT BH ATH. 


(2) aring the night lst lth teo britien onetcbles 
eboented themselves irom their billet in Jerusien, 
ud Lk Thomeon sub wmechine game md » montity of 
ommiticn wert f swal te be missings 


(2) % GOO hours © bridge on the Hedfe/denin rood wee 
blow: up iad Gestroyed by unknown perpens believed to 
be Jews, ‘The roed ic sow impenerbie te treitic. 


(3) t 1500 houre an Merch 15th 120 emmed Jews approscheu 
‘ 13S. Willoge dese Aetrict nd fireden reb chegherds. 
The letter (hi te the Viliage ond returned «ith ormed 
¥ who eng ged ¢ttockers. uring this agement 
« Jew cunvoy —— through the pe ea ema i 
oocupente three gremsder und opened (ire on 
vill-gere. S beyond the village arapured eure 
of sae eer halt od oma Gpemed i ireon rebe a. 
vicinity. In these engogemente 7 Jews were killed «nd 
6 wamdied. it is not know if there were rob conor 


t 0630 on Ujth « perty af Jews trave in lh 

vehicle « ottecked © oid. Villegee 

bombs in ost citice ond ramidl pel but - bot 
buildinge were destroyed md others 4 a wetemt 


to blew up J@ ernment bveye echool ws failed. me rb 
is beldewed to hove bees E*LIed se tes Bounded. Ham ye 
is cetimeted »t 6.,000. 


(&) etrike of oi] taxd ond truck Wivers in # ou) wes 

reported. ‘The cstrike is in protest sgainet certrin t sree” 
levied by rt guwrde on oll “buses texis nd trucks 

entering the town. 


(5) cewadl thee in other tneidente verese 





Srition 1 wanded, } 

rds 7 kilica 
2h eoanied 4 

Jewn 6 killed 5 
13 woumied. 


(mr. Home). 
be Sehbe 
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CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
JERUSALEM, 





PALESTINE. 


SECRET 
7 March, 1948. 5 


No.SF/252/46 


agp 
Daa Pons = Gadon, 


Y 


“~ Thank you for your letter of the 
42th March (No.S/1014/48) about the Jisr Sheikh 
Hussein. We have decided to leave things as 
they are, and the bridge will remain a legal 


point of entry, at any rate for the time being. 


Yours sincerely, 


C.M. Pirie-Gordon Esa., Bt oes 


His Majesty's Legation, (E.D. HONE) 
Amman. 
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(4) (AST. Villere Jervasle= Slatric: wae attecked during 
the morning by a orr'r of serte he move sutfercd 
come (mmmge be'ore tho atteekerc were oirven eff by the 
villarert.e vbe shoie ‘het § vern vere either killed | 
i woumded, on he here wer no Arebd eos nltion.s 


(2) on (he aftersecn an srab convoy consigtin af tro trueks 
wm $40 cera Wut ppe@eedim Sree Acre to init n ihe 
emi reec ohen it encounterce a dewl. fh ron: -lock at 
abine. Gotlvoy apparently tried te rush the roe. bloek 
[x 9& et ky heavy ecvtomutic fire from the devse ne 
or the tiwexs blew vp sith terrifie force und the ‘ther 
hich conteines o-mwnitiong grenevese om@ flrecyme, took 
rire sae exploued. be two care were badly diomsgec b) 
he explosions onc «a willtery iree- which aa pecein ; 
wee eleo demeged end ite eres of tuo Sritish relctiers 


eericvely tnjure:. Other eusoalties were «rebse 10 
kiliec 7 wouncece dews 19 serlovely end 29 11 hilly 
woumied. “he expiceion eauscd widesprend dimage ‘eo . 
surYPouncing bouses ond brow ht down cleetric pylons snd Z 
telugrernt eeblec. The vor is impassable ovine (o a 4 
‘erator 30 ft ia dtlumeter, q 
oA 
(3) corim he ~orning a dewiend bee soc mince on the fea/ } 
hooh vine rocte 42 JeweG »e rout! ede 


} 
(4) swrin sorniny of 44th eBout 500 Arabs ate sched 1 
Bel* .eohet colony in northern Gelilee. 

(5) in other tneluents eesonities verer= ; 

British 1 wounded 
oda 4 KLiled 
3 wounded 

i 


dee 42 wounded 


(ere hone) 
19/5 
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Addressed to Foreign (ffice selngres No.265 of 
th March, 1948. 

Hepeated to B.lM.k.0., 93 
Washington, 21 
U.K.De egation New York, 5 


Cairo, i SAVING 


Beirut, 3, 
Damascus, 8, 
Jedda, 14, 
Jerusalem, 10, 


cy 


Your telegram Nho.206. /Use of Iraqi troops 
in Palestine/. 


I have consulted Head of B.A.ii.i. whose 
reactions were as follows: 


(a) Iragi army is needed in Iraq especially in 
view of low police morale; 


(b) army has not sufficient transport for a 
large scale move; 


(c) Une battalion might be spared as a token 
force although a larger force could be 
concentrated at Rutbah within the Iraqi 
frontier as a gesture. 


4 
a 
| 
i 


2. See also my telegram ho.232. 


Foreign Office please pass to Washington and 
U.K.Delegation New York as my telegrams Ncs.21 and 
5 respectively. 


JFB/ULB/ Hi 
JH/F LP 
AD/VKM 
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Clear 
From :— High Commissioner, JIRUSALIMJo:— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 18/3/48 (13.35) Received 18/3/48 (18,00) 


of 18th March, 1948. 
DMMEDIATE, — 


sl, Secretary of State No.691 Secret, 


Repeated to Amman WNo.7/:7. 

My telegrar: No.658 (Not repeated to Amman) 

FaWZI QUWAKJI, 

named 

According to a reliable source the person mmukt#/spent the night 
of the Lth/5th of March in Amman with a Syrian merchant who is also 
a mermber(1) of the Felestine Defence Committee in Transjordan nemed 
SABRI ET TABBA, quwakji is said to have lunched with King Abdullah 
on Merch 5th prior to departure that evening for Palestine, The 
King is alleged to have presented him with a JEEP, while a Dodge 
SALOON car was given to him by the Felestine Defence Committee in 
Trans jordan, 
2. If it is correct thet Quwekji received Royal countenance end 
support in Ammn while en route here as Commander of the Liberation 
Army in Felestine, this would hardly seem to accord with King 
Mbdulleh's pledge reported in Aman telegram to For eign Office No.39 
of Junuery 27th not to permit further (preference - sic - 1 change 


Minister be in a position to confirm the particulers in the first 
pardgray th no doubt approprinte representetions will be medeg My 
telegram ifo.654 (Repeated to .mman es my 706) is relevant. 


“further report from 2 source thought to be well informed has 
o*Loea(1) that lete in January or early in Februery lest King 
Jodulleh sent Abdul (ADIn AL JINDI Chief of Staff of the Arch 

Legion (at sic ? to intended) D Damascus. AL Jindi wes to state 
thet the Transjordan(1) covernment had decided not to hinder 

militery activities connected with the defence of Felestin 1¢, and 





was prepared to offer any assistance unconditionally. His Mafesty 
inister at Aman may wish to comment on this eect ts | 


Ayer. ——--> Ite a 
(ssi), Copy to:- 8/566/41, Sfeory Yi 
C2ae/ 


7‘ Se = dee Bice 


gives f oreign) volunteers to cross Transjordan, Should His Majesty's 


3 


- 


; 


\& ax 


y* 
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Cypher 
Goede 
Gear pe 
(TF 
From :— H.}.Minister, 22u.N, To:— 3.0F Ss P.Oe LONDON. 
Despatched 20/3/48 (17.35) Received 
No. 172 of 20th lierch, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.172 of 20th March, 
Repeated to Jerusalem No. 23 
SECEET, fo a 
Ss: / BN ’ 
FAUZI_ QUWAKSI. a 


Jerusalem's telegram No,691 (of 18th March, 1918), 


1, The report about the passage of Fauzi Quwakji passing through 
Trens jordan and being received by King Abdulleh is correct, 


2. Now that the establishment of the Army of Liberation in 
Palestine seems to have been eccepted by all concerned the King «and 
the Trans jordan Government have decided thet, in view of their ow 
plens, they mst establish some contact with thet force end so 
preclude any possibility of its cleshing with the Arab Legion, 
This, no doubt, will entail a modification of the original promise 
about volunteers by King Abdullah to which Jerusalem refers but it 
seems the only sensible thing to do in the circumstances, 


3, My telegram No.8 (of 13th February, 191.8) reported the 
delegation of Abdel Qeder el Jundi to Damescus and the reasons which 
led to that decision, I cannot confirm or deny thet he mde the 
statement attributed to him but having regard to the purpose of his 
visit he could hardly heave said the contrary. 


Ne AI ul U 


(ASK/HDLeM/HA). 


W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 





ane 
AY) 


FOREIGN OFFICE. S.W.1 


No: 43.7 i Yaecn, (448- 


(2 2439/1017/65) 
Confidential. = /tmH 
fey aes 
£ a 


Sir, | U ded fe : 


I desire to draw your attention to the statement, of 
which a copy is enclosed, made by the Minister of Defence 
on 18th February in answer to a Parliamentary Question on 
the supply of arms to Arabs inside and outside Palestine. 
In particular I wish to stress Mr. Alexander's remark that 
“our present commitments would have to be reconsidered if 
it should appear that those arms were being diverted to 
Palestine". AS you know, there is increasing pressure both 
in this country and in the United States against the supply 
of arms to Arab States, and should it become clear that the 
equivment now being provided by His Majesty's Government is 
either being forwarded to Palestine for the use of guerilla 
bands there or is replacing other requipment sent there for 
this purpae I should be compelled to reconsider our policy 
in this matter and, as suggested by Mr. Alexander, the 
supply might well have to be suspended. 





2. I shall be glad, therefore, if you will in 
appropriate terms draw the attention of the Government to 
which you are accredited to Mr. Alexander's statement and 
explain it as above. You should lose no opportunity of 
making the same point in conversation with Ministers and 
officials. 


3. A similar despatch is being addressed to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Bagdad ard Cairo, and copies 
are being sent to His Majesty's Representatives at Beirut, 
Damascus and Jedda and to the High Commissioner for 
Palestine and the British Middle East Office. 


I am, with great truth and regard, 
Sir 
Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 


SIN Soe 


Sir Alec Kirkbride K-C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C. » 


etc., etc., etc., 
Amman. 


ltr) 


PARLIAMENTARY 
QUESTION. 


MIDDLE EAST 
(MILITARY MATERIAL) 


50. Mr. Levy asked the Minister of 
Defence what arms and munitions have 
been supplied or promised by this country 
to Arabs inside or outside Palestine since 
the United Nations’ decision in favour of 
partition. 

Mr. Alexander: As I stated in reply to 
the hon, Member for South Portsmouth 
(Sir J. Lucas) on 4th February, the export 
of military material from this country to 
any part of the Middle East is strictly 
confined to what is required to honour 
long standing Treaty obligations to certain 
Arab Governments, which have been 
accustomed for many years to rely on us 
for the equipment of their forces. These 
involve many categories of material, many 
of them of a very minor nature; some are 

vided from local resources. I attach 
low a broad indication of the major 
items which are being supplied. 

No additional promises of military 
material have been made to Arab coun- 
tries, and our present commitments 
would be reconsidered if it should appear 
that those arms were being diverted to 
Palestine. There is at present an embargo 
on the entry into Palestine of all military 
material except for the se forces of 
the mandatory Government. No military 
material has supplied or promised to 
Arabs in Palestine. 


Details are as follows: 


Iraq.—Aircraft, small ‘quantities of 
a5 pdr. and anti-tank guns, personal 
weapons, A.A. guns, armoured cars and 
stores of ammunition for these weapons. 

Egypt.—Small arms ammunition and 
maintenance requirements, including the 
exchange of small numbers of rifles, 
pistols, sub-machine guns and mortars. 

Transjordan.—Day to day maintenance 
requirements, mainly ammunition and 
transport, for the Transjordan Army of 
6,000 troops, _Plus certain weapons and 
equipment which will be required by that 
Army on the re-organisation made essen- 
tial by our withdrawal from Palestine in 


the near future. 
18 FEB 1948: 


=, 


Begs - 2th March, 1948, 
als 
d 
oe" we 
ger] Le 
Your Excellency, 
wee I have the honour to enclose for your information the 


texts cf a question and the answer made recently by the 
Minister of Defenoe om the subject of the supply of arms 
to Arab States from Great Britain, 
25 As Your Exeellency is doubtlessly aware, there is 
inersasing pressure being organised both in the United 
Kingiom end in the United States of ijmerica against the 
supply of arms to the Arab States and you will appreciate 
thet, should 2t eyppeer thet the equipment now being provided 
by His Majesty's Governvent is either being farwarded far 
use in Palestine or is replacing other equipment sent to 
Palestine, it would be most difficult far His Majesty's 
Government to resist a reconsideration of poliey in that 
regard, 

Please accept, Your Exeellency, the assurance 
of my highest consideretion, 


(Sed) AS EIRKBRIDE 


Dr. Foust el Muli, 
Minister for Affairs, 
Trans jorden te Kingdom, 


ASK/i4. 
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Despatched 2100 = 17/ 





Y 206 17th March, 1948 
' 
_ Repeated tore UKDsL hew York bo. 3 (wha Fe?) 
ya Les © crusales ide 
“ANS Belieie le Qe 
a Jamascus Roe 19 Saving 
(99 sk Cairo Ko. 12 . 
abe spor / Jolin. Se. ” 
Sle 2 oman fC 
Said 


AGdressed to Foreign %»fice No. 294 of Mareh 17th 
repeated to UkDulL New York, Jerusalem, 8.M.he'. Saving 
to Damaseus, Cairc, Sagiad, Jadca, Auman. 


Palestine. 


Winister for Foreign sffairs informed Hr. ‘vans 
this afterno n that according to latest reports recel vad 
from the Lebanese Delegate at Lake Success it was almost 
certain that the partition plan wo ld by the board 
and that opinion there was tending to favour a solution 
on the basis either of (a) Federation (on the lines of 
the Lebanese Delegate's last-minute proposal at the 
assembly Meeting in November) or (b) Trusteeship (sith 
eontrolied imeigration) for a limited pericd. 


2e Minister for Foreign Affairs said that the Political 
Comittee of the Arab League now meeting in Beirut were 
opposed to both these solutions ani were in favour of 

$ by the Arab plat submitted at the London 

Conf erence. 


3e Winister for Foreign sffairs said he feared that © 
/ the 





the Arabs by insisting on to much might lose an opportunity 
and Mr. ovane to unierstam that he personally 
inelined to solution (b) in the form of a British 
Trusteeship. 
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2209 1973 
19th March, 1945 


UKDEL New York No. 5. (wha Fels) 
Jerusalem K 







BeBebeve Noe 
Damascus lioe 2 (Saving) 
os _ 1 
Bagi Oe 2 
Auman No. 13 ~" 
Mdrassei to Foreign 07 Wo. 212 
of 19th Warch, at engl « York, Jerusalem, 
fore —— Saltese « and caving too us ,Cairo, Baziad, arman. 
/ ‘ 
{ Be My telegram No. ; 
Xs yf} Palestine; Arab League Political Cornmitiee. 
7 — C V 
paneiase al Mre Evans called on Agvan Pasha this afternoon 


ani was informed that no authcratative declaration ha 
been issued to the press. Statement in ny telezram 
umer reference is therefore not entirely accurate. 
rosition is as follows%e 


The Arabs were being pressed by the United ‘tates 
Government on two pointste 


(1) that the arab Higher Committee reoresentative in 
Lake Success should take part in the United .stiongs 
Fey Sate ard 

2) that the arab Governments should ensure that the 
conflict in Palestine shoul be localised. 


2e Azzam Pasha stated that the United States Governme: t 
wers between the devil am the deep. They hal given 
up ay idea of enforcing partition (he had received 
assurance that United States forces would not repeat no. 
be used for this purpose) and they were now asepeysing 
t> secure partition by conciliation. The Arab League 
Political Committee hai decided thet the wishes of the 
Undted States Government as regards (1) could be met a 
instructicns had already been sent to the Arab Higher. 
Commi t tee See deeae, tee ee tee in close corsulal- 
tion with the banese delegates to 

engage in talks previously only been authoris>: 
to make a Seateduat a the Committee of Four ) on 


/cor@ition 


Let hE” A ee een 





—* 


ecormition that the discussiong in no way concerned 


partition in any form. As regards (2) Arab reprosettatives 


at Lake Success had Ne instructed to inform the 

United States t that in the view of the 
Political Committee the arab ue the 4isturbances 
in Palestine were purely local ari t it was the policy 
of the arab Gover ts to keep them so. MUhe Arab 


Governments were ore prepared to collaborate with 
the United Nations for nn nm of the conflict 
and the best way bould Be one would be by joint 

action for the prevention of wtiseen Jewish i _— 


Azzam Pasha said that he hoped that in this way 

would be easier for the United States Govornment io 
prevent the despatch to Palestine of an international 
force without provoking the Ueseijctie 


3- Assam Pasha also referral to the proposal which he 
Baid found some favour in United Nation circles that” \: 
british edmimistration in Palestine should be prolonged 
for a UMmited period (see my telegram No, 204). He 
persmMally favoured this (in fact he would have welcomed 
a British trusteeship for Palestine where Arab 
ore-duennan aaa were not with immediate iniepemence 
for that co ar but with the curbing of Zionist 
ambitions) adi he thought that as a last resort the 
Arab Governments might also accept this. 


4. vJiscussing the form of any evential settlement. 
azzam Pasha. @aid that the psychological moment had not 
yat come for the Arabs to put forward any definite 
proposals. This wuld only be possible when the Jews 
had given up all hepe of the establishment of a Jewish 
State. any proposals by. by the Arabs now would be useless 
even if fressure were bro t on the Jews by the United 
Nations and the Unitsad States. At the appropriate 
time ( when Jews might even be offered a Jewish 
state without danger to yah arabs) the Arabs would be 
prepared to omer a compromise - i.e. when and if 

the Zionist spirit had been sell and thoroughly 





brokene 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.179 of 23rd March, 1918, 


Repeated to Baghdad 
Beirut 
Cairo 
Damascus 
Jeddah 
Bew.E.O. 
Jerusalem 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
PALESTINE» 


5 
-e 


No. 
NOe 
No. 
No. 
No. 
Noe 
No. 


37 SAVING, 
43 SAVING, 
41 SAVING, 
39 SAVING, 
37 SAVING, 
39 SAVING, 
47 SSVING. 


The first reactions here to the announcement that the United 
States of imerica would no longer support the scheme to partition 


Palestine were triumph but ¢ little reflection brought home the fact 
that this decision had settled little of the problems of the future 


of Palestine, 


-« 


2 It was suggested frequently thet Greet Britein might agree to 
postpone the relinguishment of the mandate, This is not as compli- 


mentery to vs as it sounds, I+ erises from the realization that the 
Jews ere not likely to submit to the loss of their state and thet 
there mst be some outside authority to prevent a Jewish coup d'etat 


and to stop illegal immigration, 


The ennouncement that the Arabs would accept trusteeship comes 
from the same considerations, To the Arabs trusteeship means that 
the Jews will not be allowed to form their state or to import more 


than a limited novber of immigrants, 


It vill give the Arabs time to strengthen their preparations 
for e further trial of strength as the vresent effort is thought to 


have gone badly. 


'W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


Se/ese Fo tsOs 


3, It is anticipated that on or before the 15th Mey the z 
Jews will form 2 stete of the areas of Palestine in which . > 
they predominate and thst hostilities between Jews and Arab 

will continve but with the difference that the Jews will 

be o.posing a United Nation Organisation trusteeship to which 

the Arehs have agreed in principle, ‘ » 


(ASK/MDLeu/HA). ‘ 


+ Poa: Nich Jsousissioner for Palestine 





TO: 3ccretar, of State. 
~ 2uad ‘arch, 1949. Op 
slots Q 
Yoe 715 TOP 3L.CRT. 1 SDLATE. aa 
Adérss7ed to .,ecretary of 3tate .o. 715. repeated to ju.hin‘ton 
D9. 200 To ecret : ushia ston nlease «ass to JUDG es my . 0b 705, 
enéyic. to i. 'Li,.° lé-se nass to ..uhagssador Sairo . 2.3 °:)-» 


3 ‘hded. 
LO Belt “Seiputes 
De ule SCUS @ 
Dav. liGe Jed Qe 
» Ove 
wlta (for G=ine=o. 2:5}. 


‘ 


y télegrau.0. 667; weckly iatelli-;ence annreciation. 
The outcowe of the Bis Pour consultations in the withdrawal of 
Awieric6n sup ort for partition was aot wholly unexpected by the 
Yishuv, whose press had already talen cure to chill the exuberant 
optigisil of the early part of the week. The disposition has so far 
be.n to attribute the unfavourable tupn of events to the machinations 
of His tlajesty's Goverauent, which has becn credited frou the besinning 
with working for just such a situetion as has now arisen. The 
popularity of the United Stutes «aust inevitably suffer a sharp decline 
and “hile the Pussia.s attitude hus, to the woment of writing, aot 
been def=i.ed, it is likely that the pro-soviet faction with its 
nucleus in the United Labout Party, will revister a sharp gain. 


2 Mavi Silver's statement that the Jews would so ahead on the 
basis of the U.il. resolution of 25th lioveuwber is likely to be endorsed 
b. the Yishuv, thoucsh there must be any heart-searchinzs over the 
wisdom o:° thus transforin; the Jewish position from one of obedience 
to the J.ii. to one of oren Aefiance. 


5 thile the Arab Hisher Cou1ittee has so far not Gefined its 
attitude the seneral Arab reaction is one of delishted satisfaction 
at the discomfiture of the Yews, all the more welcome for being 
totally unexpected. Sven if the Arad Hicher Co:.::ittee feels it 
neccssar,y i. consistency with its stand since the 1914-18 war ho 
reject a.y proposals for a trusteeship, except as a short transitional 
period to as independent unitary state, it is itprobable that they 
Will go further thar a forual protest, provided the trusteeship ters 


are fold at eptable by the Arab Leacue. 


4 The Arabs show no slackening in their military preparations 

gad the Tibcration sray is extending its control. Hebrou is under- 
stood to ve now scheduled for an overdue process of discipline. Ia 
soe localities AsDIL .«D R NiSSi:DWI's Local jirrezulars have been 
sumiapily ordered out. On the other hand Rawiallah seews to be firmly 
in Adbul cader's crip. 


5 Pewoi Juwakji lett Palestine duriug the week it is said to attend 
a conference in Dawascus. There are rumours (as yet unsudstantial) 
thet he has since re-entcred this coujitry. He seewas to have .iade 

his first visit chiefly with a view to consolidating his personal 
position in local csti-aetion. ‘he attentions of foreign press 

cor -é€s:: ndents are said latterly to be unwelco.ic, and he is repyrted 
to have cecided to be less accessible in future, 

Althovch there has *se.n a yuickening in tempo of Arab ° 
preparaticus durine the latter part of the week it would be prewature 
to aseuic that this is significant of the intensified attacks on 
cOoudwuaications predicted in the Arab press, The first part of the 
week j.s .obiceably ,uieter; and thc expected Jewish repr.sal for the 


attack/ 


G 


ecco» 





wea 


ee 


Nu Sis 


Ue ee oe Re Oe 


(2) 


ae: on the Aseney has not yet materialized. Relations between 
security forces acd the Arab population rewain generally 
setisiuctory with the Liberation Ara; and the local irrezulars 
desirous of avoiding incidents. the iaurdcr of four British soldiers 
while escorting a Jewish party in Acre on 15th ‘jarg’: was probably 

not syriptouatic of any seneral change of attitude, but arose from 
locél ané orovably teaporary circu.istances following the destruction 
by the Jews, with considerable loss of life to both sides, of an 

Arab aris convoy two days vefore. 


rt The United Labour Perty bas fulfilled its threat to withdraw 
fiou the Jewish Trovisional jouncil of Governaent on the rejection 
of its cé:icnd for sreater representation. The Revisionists and the 
Civic Bloc are reported to be deeply dissatisfied at their failure 
to secure portfolios. The ofiicial spokesiaan of the Jewish Asency 
has stated that the Av;‘eney wishes to wake provision in the Council 
for Arabs residin: in the Yewish State. ,o far as is known no Arab 
representatives have co.ic forward. 


8 The Haganah-l}...0. agrevient is said to be still not officially 
ratified b the A ency larccl; because of the opposition of the 

United Labocty Party. It se ius however to be in fact already operative. 
The Hasanah has come in for bitter criticisu, not only from the 
dissideats but also from civic circles, for its inefficiency in 

failin; to orevent the bomb attack oa the Agency building. It is 
widely coiuaented that had the defence of Jewish Jerusalem bein in 

the hands of the 1.11.0. or Stern Group, the “Palcstine Post", the 

Ben eheda Stre:t and the Acency incidents would not have occurred. 


9 2 ot.ations ererevorted to be in prosress between the Haganah 
and the St ra Group. jn Jciusalea and probably elsewhere soe 
undcrstu..din: at least in ebnanection with anti-srab operations, is 
évide:.tly in being. The e:forts of the adainistrativn to pronote 

a truce Set.cen Arabs and Jews have aot wet with success, and it 
S.éms ‘viceot that unless therc is some radical change in the general 
politic. 1 etussphere of Palestine the City will after the 15th of fay 
be ou of thc worst centres of disorder in the country. In this 
conaection it wust be remeabcred that according to present plans, 

not a sincsle British soldier will renain. 


10 nu dewish A ency has forwarded to Governaent and the Iaspector 
General of Police the "findings" of the commit ee appointed jointly 
by the Ateney and the Vaad Leuni to enquire into the Ben Yehude 
Struct incident. its findings are that the vehicles were police 

and ariy vehicles, that such persons as were seén in the vehicles 
were Sritish aud that the police were ne;ligent in that they did not i 
take stops which could have becn taken to prevent the outrage. 

These findings were i.wedistely released to the press. Although the 
ac.Onpanying mass of “ebrew docuucauts has not yet been closely 
Gxa:tined the seseral trend of the enquiry seeus to have beca directed 
to establishiny; the active participation of British personnel. 


aba The backsrouad to the statement referred to in paragraph 6 of 

ay telesran ijoe 555 has now be.n elucidated. fhe participation of 
represexitatives of non-Arab churches aad cignitaries sects to have 
beca obtained »b. sowacthing approaching blackaail on the part of three 
Arab clersyue.. of the Anglican, .elkite and Latin co.z1unities, who 
threatened that reluctaace to sign the stateuent would be dcemed to 
indicate a: anti-Arab outlook with obvious consequences after 15th 
1IaVe The Public Rclations of icer of the A.7.C. atteaapted to 
wislesd foreiva prcessuen into believing that the three pabriarchs 
wore present at the .weting in person. 


12 A Jewish Acc.ey spokesiuan has said that arwacuts have been 

stock piled at ‘jurOpean ports to rcach Palestine b sea on May 16th. 

Ile claiued that the Asency control about 50 ships for this purpose. 

The Director of Customs believes that there has bcen no lar;e smuggling 
of arus by séa as yet. Pactories for the wanufacture of s.iall arus 


¥ 


are said to be working overtime in Tel Aviv and other Jewish centres. 





Clear. TELEGRAM ‘yi 
From: GH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE. To Secretary of State. 
Despatched: 22/3/48 at 0400 hrs. if 


No.721 Immediate. 


Repeated Washington No.203. UKDEL No.773. Damascus No. 77h. 
oe Memin No,34 (please pass to Ambassador 
C= = “ 


Saving: Amman, Jedde. Aden. British Consul Aleppo. 


At 1150 yesterday atruck drove into West Harbour Street 
Haifa and parked outside buil of Jewish contractors Solel Boneh 
Ltd, An Arab was seen to desc from truck and run away. Alarm 
was immediately given Three minutes later vehicle exploded causing 
extensive damage to the building md setting fire to other vehicles 
nearby. 6 Jews were killed and 1) wounded by the explosion. 
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Nae TRA. [Miho Tae Reposted -ashim ton suman tap ah 
oemeas, Ving: wl viesBe pase 
uobeseador, (ine) » Seirut, nme, Jodda, 
dom, “Pitieh Commui iLeppas 


iH. i +8 bie AH PAtte 


(3; «wsring the aitermoce in Jerussic. there wee heavy firing bet-~ 
ween fmoG # rhe -uerter «ai the oid ity. ee cortep baebs secre 
fired inte ithe qu rier fra. affe «ete oree. hooting 16 Bollewec 
to have etarted ~ith Jews firing ot ci ms out proeeeding towards 
ieGfe Sate. it le reported tht 5 iauo tore wounds) Dut tede fe 
ast Conn in ete 


(?) “uring the norpniny meer Sek! & +hibtescy cocvoy wan Pire 
on D>, 'omaP spabt, eho sore arrestee, irtey 4 Hailitery party eat 
io s 90@he Ahk WE aged by sasther arty of moe if (he 
eroumege of Piriag « sfitanh o€tceer wae <iiled ond an Pee Berto: 
wounded. Pun ress wore ar eated, 


(3 su the & May » Riss vat pees cet TI HA rabs e#*toered LeteGe 
Cp peaid 1A Hiv, amd Stole “iroler G ulpment and tive esiose o 


(&; ia the sandy unm auAnewa pereons Gpeo@-ed ia pAlAatery euis 
breses inte the Cusiere fouse ti. H oad etoile iocge abentity 
wf seatrsoané yo sir, ee aff ice Orit; 2345 sive iireeanr >? an 
eeighin, caching. 


(S| arlag We comming 5 five otplooe?t wr ermenth «a dewlish bas 

om the “2a 18/ > Pike 1% ¢@eu wore <2iied amG five wowrs, 
eourity forect tent to the -cese o4! aeProsted top son, GRO = 
ww: one Bouniod. Wiig to ooplility of -ewr ia the uroe the inve 
were glace’ in 2 cilite:y S bilatiee wid iriven towanrie s98h i>. 
the way 4 lagge arty of apme@ Jews held aw the apbalawt mo to 
the Beceve In cherge to heared ower the sPabe, “ho sere driven any 
by the Jews On ao truck Wowarer Note 


{6. In other iargcamte foblboulag caewaities Gecurredse 


Sraléah L eoumion 


rate 1 «ilied 
& curved 

Jane & aliied 
& wountel. 


(Bm. tiene > 
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epested  ohingtan 207, # >. 7O2, ixemecow 76 


seolrut Tob. oving: IN (aleere pese to 
whe 6 Gor, cle HEWN, Feds: » Seti» Ara tich 
crud lepyde 

e2Tile 


t 27980 in Neils Jews Qeercd if mititery anifcem enterce 
ireg etreet in « jecy, sma icuck,. “he trugk wee perked 
oi ite uriver ts miderreé to the Joep -hich crowe eroye 
“he trapk blew up ae aes 4 etoreyed how ec, «ii ing 
5 fpebe ai vowing 3 ® ore first frigates wma 
he Vier ceewoltics my Rove oerurred.s vote Aster es 
fio ith mertere «t the Hewleh ee centres ae 
fell shert aver police hevdqueetess ond Ralled 2 sa: 
comstrbies. firreo firtag broke on beteven perder eet 
in mony sections af the toe during the eventing. 1% lewst 
2 Jews were eoriously eountad.  odice tavestipgetions hove 
been dfficult owing to emtimiritioh feeling disphoyed by 

mbes following the cxploslate 


ouring the oftermoon o mMilitery sore fatarvenwd to bresk 
ap mm mS stiace an Jewich .ciotg ho TT, Jermelden 
Astrict, nd rerto ed order after firing 25 pout wre. 
‘heontimed reports et i thet coh ccousltiern amber 2, 
deed oni injfurce “wo Switieh «cldfiere vere rounded caring 
ens ad two othere «ce mies Ping the 
ewening «ti ret embwlonce Vrvagnt the bo ee Of te men to 
temle clice tetion. “Rese mm egpecr to heve been beuten 
to dexth; the bodes hed becn + ped of salle 
ond men of Ldeatifiestion sd were pidled uw by the ontul- 
mer near the scene of the ange ‘They are believed to 
be the boddes of the two mise eoliicrs. 


There wa a firing by both rb= a Jews in the 
centre of Jeruscles, coating eaor catacitios to beth ef dere 
Wigurss «re im luce belie 


wi “orig of Zist ‘<geh two Jewish a eared t rupke 
were dus ged by mont mines tree iN ooo feta ct. 
robe eurroguied the cers, eileh wore d§eublea, ad opened 
fire t © fieh the sews replied. ‘he lO Jewish pessengere 
ere renorted to heve boen killed ami 6 orebs are slsco 
believed to hewe been kilied, 2 Jevieh relict ecolwms 
endeavoured to reeaue se eof the armoured care but 
wore unable to do a. In thie setion 5 robo er killed 
oma & wowed, ln the evening «be returning to (sce 
fraa the engagement wore fired apon by Jews fran y iv 

We PMU i colenyzg 2 cabe wore killed ond 5 wamueed. 


ether im ivente following cceu ltice ocourred:- 
Usitish 1 wunied 


rebe 10 killed 
li eommded 


Jews 2 killed 
9 wounied. 


(ar. Hone). 
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Repeated 4 


In his tele Noe l to Foreign Office H... # inister 
Ammen states thet the esieblichment of the Liberst on 

Army in Fulestine seems to have been accepted by ell 
concerned. I hope tict it is clear that the Palertine 
Govte ( which is closely concerned) has in no «ey accepted 
it and does not propose to dc Bd. 






ENDS. 


250 508 
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Despatched 23e30e48..4600..._' 






Repestecd Armen No seins Seeret Sevinge 
ammen tele to fF reign OYfice Noe 172. FARLI KAKA! 


In view of the contentea of the esbove telcgream 1 suggest 
thet Trensjordan be edded to the list ef countrice in 
my telegrem 717 to which « proteat re, arding ociivities in 


Pelestine of Léberetion should be sd@reesede ~icsse 
Bee my tcle Noe 7) 


ENDS. 
Dye 50h 8 
uP G. Ge Grimicode 


(w/t) 
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Gtexr { : 

From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, = To :-— e+ noun. 
Despatched 24/3/48 (17.35) Received 25/3/48 (06,00) 





30 Of hth March, 1948. 


Addressed to Foreign Office(1) 155. 


Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, Jerusalem, MEMIN 
and UKDEL New York, : 


CONFIDENTIAL, 
Palestine, 


AZZAM Pasha who is now in Demascus for a few days said in 
conversation with the United States Ambassador Baghdad and a 
member of my(1) staff tha ee eee eee ee ee 
far the Arab to a@ provisional Government for 
Palestine in view of oe we pabslity(1) that the Jews would declare 
a Jewish State, He himself would have preferred to (wait)(2) 
until May 16th before doing so or at least until the partition had 
been definitely(1) turned down by the proposed special meeting 
of the General Assembly. 


(LONDON ONLY) Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL As ay 
telegram 7. Jie 


(CAIRO ONLY) Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 59, 


" 






x \SH | “S_ 16th March, 1948. 
QO sliowley, 
ere 





CONFIDENTIAL 
D_ PERSONAL 






Af 


Dae Marhbide, (3 


As you requested in your personal letter of the 10th 
February I wrote to the Colonial Office about relations between 
the High Commissioner at Jerusalem and yourself. I made the 
point that instructions to His Majesty's Representatives to 
deliver protests to foreign governuents could only be given 
from London. 


As it happens, I had written on the same lines shortly 
before, following a complaint from Broadmead in Damascus in 
connexion with the entry into Palestine of the large armed 
band which came up against the British Arny. As a result of 
my letter on this occasion, a message was sent to Sir Henry 
Gurney making it clear that in matters of this sort, His 
Majesty's Representatives must rely on instructions from 
London. When writing about your conplaints, therefore, I thought 
it best to ask for action only if the Colonial Office thought 
that earlier representations had not had the desired effect. 
In reply, the Colonial Office say they are confident that the 
correct procedure is now understood and that there is no need 
to repeat the advice. 


I agree, and hope you will not have any further cause 
to complain. I am sure you will realise, probably far better 
than we do, the strain under which the Government of Palestine 
are working and that allowance should be wade for the 
irritation and frustration that officials there must feel. 


—~ aim anes 
Mehul len dt 


—__;— 
: 


Sir Alec Kirkbride, C.ll.G., 0.3.E., 
Amman. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 3. W. 1. (YF 
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Cypher Telegram Out. i 


| xO h en f. 
xa & « Lol, 
From: BLLNUT le {fev ON 1CE 


Tesputched: 20.4, 22/3. 


Noe 220 of Wareh 22né, 1948. 


Repested to Jerusalem Ne. 37. 
Beehele NOw 53. 
Usiie twin, Mow York, No. 6. (vie F.0.). 
oaV10G Ceiro No. 15. 
= Leseseus No. 2'. 
. semen ho. 15. 4 
: Bagdad No. 13. 
. Jedéa No. 13. 


Addreseed to Foreign Office telegram No. 22\ of 22nd March, repeated 
to Jeruselen, B.M.i.C.,. U.K. Del., New York, <eving to Ceiro, 
Deneascus, Armen, bagded and Jedda. : 


eet 
Jerusslem telegran iio. 6! 


hen lir. Evens called on Azzam Peshe on March 1jth he took tie 
Opportunity of pointing out thet the presenes of Arab irregulirs, how- 
ever weil disposed to the british, was emberrassing to the Goverument 
of Palestine, and expressed ae hope that reports to the effect timt no 
further volunteers would be s ant es long es Greet britein remained 
responsible for the administretion of Palestine were true. 







to Colonial Office. 


Yyalestine wes intended to counter-belance organised Jewish forces. 

Sith the exee, tion of the South on equilibrium hed now been established 
end Agaem Peshe implied thet the arabs did not propose to infiltrate 
further forces et present. vutataan neces dies cee deiemede 
heevily defected whenever they attacked Jewish colonies; 

Gefended positions eould not be overcame with rifles and wan 
would be required for such operations. 


3e 48 regerds the South, Azzam Jeshe said thet the srebs had been 
unable to establich an equilibrium os the Jews there dominsted the 


2. Avaea veshe said that the Wilding up of areb forces in | 
eituction sith ermoured cars. tie hed been considering the despetch ‘ 


hoped thet they sould not be sent et leest until efter the termination 
of the Mandete end suggested tit they might in the sean eS oe 

for @ perioc of \reining. Asuem Pasha replied thet they were 
well trained but be would endeavour to find suse other wey of ae 


H 





er 


2. e ey 


thea occupied. 
de it wuld ap from the above that the Areds do not repeat 
not intend to re their irreguiare «ith men but to concentrate 
on the improvement of th arusment. 

‘.. 
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1590 ras 19,4 Q 
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Pepestsea rahington 1935 IMDEL as ARMac Us =, 
mvine: “CIN (plerre pare to mb SyeQor | “ine } 
beirut, raem, Jeder, aen, britieh consul, 2: poe 
Ls: odenenees nat AP - “wes loth. 
‘aL “here wee »iderorené shooting im Vaifea ors 
enewaltiec to both rebe aid Jews. F ce ore iuied 


in pered3)Delow,. In addition one Brit Covermaant 
servent was chot end critically injured, «<4 one Dritish 
ecoldier was killed. 


(2; the aftermocn near .Gkk a Palestine \loetric 
lerperet emaoured pickup corrying 4 Jevish Linesman 
ena & Eritieh eoldiers ae escort wae «ttueked by rds. 
ae ef the pick: were Kflled. A omg truck 

et about the come wes clso utteeked and one 
betes soldier wos wounded. 


(3) Casueltios in other incidents were:- 


rebe 2 killed 
wounded 
Jews Ly killed 
5 wounded, 


5 Sp 


—_—-- 


: Ke mye / 1) 
é lenge ' - ? ¢ < } 


1300 hres 2Ge5elide A 
ae J 
MO- 706. 
eperted anh 199, 0 “5 75B, saxsous 759 


-w¥ing: 0710 c€ poot to mbeeemiotT, Coinec 
_ Beirut cmen, Jedis, Gen, britich canal 10) Ge 


LACT 2 ess } GH 19tn. 


{23 There ves widespre:d shooting in liaift, Sian oun font 
ceeme€tice to both pobe md Jews. me ritich mb Wee 
weuvied by « suiper firim inte the police security cance 
ering the afternoon « Jewish oraouwd @uek emme ander heewy 
web Cire nd woe immobilised. elice md say wo Yet to 
the seene cleo come witer fire ad one Witich owt ble wc 
Killed. ‘he Jevieh teupk driver @ @ m@evued uth rowed by the 
scourity forees. The truck itecif wer leter wt om fire by 
vebe et) completeiy devtrayed. 


(2) party of 5 Jews attegting to «tteek #1 ob ville, 
Jenin, taming the morging tee abushed by rebe ond i were 
killed. further perty af dew: wrived ond eyrogoithe rubs 
riring cantinued until »weurity fcerere errived «mi silenced the 

pobs by moons of mortar fire. Une rob ig believed to h ve 


been wounded in theee cage, unentee 
{3 ring the moming necr Oke two pob trucks wore stopped 
-" & Jewish rowed Dhocke “he ob veobtcoles were forced te ive 
ete once Oa yg ety yy The Jeut, 
munbering axcat opeswd i i 
of the rebce only on poesenger ‘ the Jews 
etely deetruy ale 


{@) Co@uolties fa othor tneldentse were { 


rebs 6 killed 
22 wounded 


Jews ; = 
vcmlod. 
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jg Beirut, rai, @8 4, del, British SConeal 2i6p7), 
é ‘ ed ie - PUeRe 
Jamiaezi- 


= *$ring toon ciece “aroughoest ths aay On oubteca, te of 
geteuc: -akor Haio Jewkes “Sion, aa Ped arene of “SSE .afolu ac 
(42 CQUSRTS roablie ©Carte: Wan cove attached Seit affairs, wn! isene 


Couteret tL UuOid.. Wisltjos were cot herve 


‘#; Tew Gwitieh eel ier: were hells op by ‘ore Gorians Cre sorming 
in ik Vania, «ul the: te st semesition eume @tol oe 


(3) arlng the oofoiug lu b ie’, smad seer drepsed ta “ritish 4 
sdiiitery unifor eld @ tho etaFf o€ o 6.471 Dale Jeeus verot Stiics 
cl@etetier wei st « S400, ai Srewe cemy bi tnree © olen |11dt 
wahiele te 

t& SePing Use oorfdny © onde train vee dersiies socth of ; 

at o oeist where mrt of the teeekind been canoved, feo “ritish 
wl .goo® @nc three ba troweliing o1 the Strela wee dnjared. 


(S) ia other favices s cssualilier verei- 


sea | laltet: 4} Sesict 


ome (are “one, 22/5/48 
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/ 


me (tel 
lo\ | 2h AMUN, 


(8/101,/48)~ a | Ge 29th March, 1948, 


The Eestern Department, 
LONDON, 3.¥. 1. 





Deer Eastern Department, 
In the course of a recent talk on events in Palestine, 


the Preneh Minister here, M.Dumercay, told the Minister 
that, in the opinion of the French Government, the 
existence of a Jewish State in Palestine was most 
desirable as a check to the growing tide of Areb 
nationeliam which was a serious threat to the French 
position in North africa, 

2. You are in a better position than ourselves to 
Judge how far this statement represents the opinion 
of the French Government, 
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2 ie yl lin ALAN, 
pd of [ 30th Mareh, 1948, 


supplies to an ever increasing extent because of 
the difficulties and dangers of transporting 
goods from the coast, 


The Trensjordan Government have asked, in 
this whether it would not be possible 
for the necessity to produce Palestine 
licenses for consiguments of food from Trans jordan 
to be abolished so as to reduce formalities and 


avoid delays, 


We should be grateful if you would enable 
us to reply in due course, 


Yours ever, 





The Secretariat, 
Government Offices, 
JERUSALEM, 

ASK/HA, 
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Despatched 








Kepee ed te S. of “s hoe 772 UKUNL Noe 81 
and saving to Cairo “emescus Ammen Bagded an 


“repeated to 


edd: 






Your tel. to loreign Cffice ie 2 
me 66 37 AnéAB IRALGULANS. 


I ow. mort greteful for the efforts mode by Kre 
Lvans on’ cur beholf et his interview with AzZAi 
PASHA on Merch 19the Your co—operetive ettiitude in tiis 
anu cthes reppeets &£s& greatly appreci etede 


2e If « further opportonity presents it@if | shoold be 
most grateful if the Arab Lesgue could be pressed to 
tuke Stepeé to sec thet e fer grester degree of control 
is exercised over »reb guerilla fnrecs in Velestine 
than is the cause et the mosicnte Viherwise serious 
clushcs with British farces ere inevitseble, snd inceed 
some bove alrccdy oceurrede In perteculer we cannot 
feil te intervene energeticetsly if mess attecks on 
Jevich treific on mein routes end reputed assaults on 
Jewish quarters in Jeruscleim continue on the lines of 
the lest weeke The chief offenders sre the irreguliare 
operating in the Jcruceiem district under abdul 

wader ifusecini snd to « lesser degree those opcrseting 
in Lydde ana Gezea disi-icts under Assem Sclimehe | 
believe both these leaders look to the ared cigher 
Committee for directions, but it is imporeible te deal 
with t ie body locally here owinm to tie absence from 
Pelestine of 611 its responsible members. It therefore 
geems desireable both in our own und in sred inierests thet 
th asred L e¢ue should teke the matter effcctitely in 
hence 
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MY THLEGRAM 7887 KFAR ETZION CONVOY 
AFTER NEGOTIATIONS BY OFFICERS OF THE. SECURITY FORCES vutt 
ARAS LEADQRS TRUCE |AS ARRANGE “S “EXC TO BE GIVEN 





SAFE PASSAGE IN ARMY VEHICLES 
ARMY MOVED iW DESPITE CONTINUED 
ICH RXKX AA ABS VERE ONLY 


BO ites ean a 
|. ‘ - PE IORTS 


THAT REAR VEHICLES. a THE RESCUE CONVOY WERE FIRED. UPON . 
AS CONVO PL TBORER 2 RABS MADE FOR PILE OF Al S eee 
TR " , A 5 


0 VES) 


N |coNDITION TI AT ALL “ARES 
NIPING BY Rags « HES AT 







- IT WAS CONSIDERED 3 THIS ?UINT 1D VATHDRAY ALL ~ 
AOR ROM H - pi ee ee ee 
on 2 .| 14 JEW VER HIS Oi ERAT oo ‘ ,210 WERE 3 
UU AF B vie UU 
DOCTORS | A . a ARAB wate ASS| ACUAT ION” AND CARE | 
D 5 i 
ON THE SCAN TAS CAaRt ae 


; MARCH -O7TH A [JEWISH CONVOY ; 

‘AS ABUSED BY ARABS| NEAR WAHARIYA © FIVE VEHCILES ‘ERE 
avouae 

U 


security FORC S_ WHO END 
1b TO a3. TO S$ R R VIL RED UP D 
| 


DID NOT G&T THROUGH U} TIL MORNING. oe 20TH | WH om iy WAS FOUND 


OBE 6 RILLED AND 4| WOUNDED . ; 
MIGHCOMA}, 
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tear 
From :— Mr,Broadmead, DAMASCUS, To :— H.M,Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 27/3/48 (16.36) Received 27/3/48 (21.30) 






CONFIDENTIAL, 


Your telegram No.3. 

Following for Headquarters Transjordan Frontier Force, 

Transjordan Prontier Force deserters, 

The Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs have-Sic informed 
me ‘that they have traced the men quoted in your telegram G,0,202 
but have been unable to discover the arms specified, 


W005; DIIGO. SOM. ct sorts) 10/45. 
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TRLEG. ADDRESS; ‘ BRITISH LEGATION, 
\ODROME AMMAN, AMMAN, 
30th Merch, 1948, 


RUF. NO. (8/0U/A8). 


His 
the honour to 
the documents 


Reference to previous correspondence 


(Your telegram No,00 202 dated 23rd Jemery, 1945), 


non | VY We 
% 


Majesty's Minister presents his compliments and has 
enclose, for information and 
noted below :- 


Subject Date 
Of telegrem Bo.32 dated 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALES 






Despatched 19th Warch 19484 
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Savings 





Your letter NosS/1014/48 of the 16th Februerye 
Military Training by Jews et the settlements of Massade and 
Shair Hacolan. The representations made by the Transjorden 
authorities have been notede Enquiries heve failed to provide 
confirmation of the reported firing by Jews in Trensjordan 
Territory, but a watch is being kept for such activities by 
means of police mounted and mobile patrolse 


7 f 
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pre, 
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burt, & MTF tte 
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Your Excellensy, f13% 

ee ee 
ending with your letter No.8/2/82, of the 4th March, 1948, 
on the subject of military training ty Jews at the 
settlements of Massada and Shair Hecolan end to inform 
Your Excellency that His Excellency the High Commissioner 
for Palestine has noted the representations mde by the 
Trans Jordan Government. 

The High Commissioner adds that enquiries have 
failed to provide confirmtion of the reported firing 
by Jews in Transjordan territory, but a watch is being 
kept for such activities by means of the police mounted 
and mobile patrols. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of 
my highest consideration, 


Gel) CM PIRTE “ORDO 


FPORLIGN urlIve, 5.W.1. 


19th March, 1946. 





(X#10/80D (4/45) ) 


ate at 
Dear Chancery, (0 


Your letter of the 29th January last, 
(3/1014/48) about your telegram No. 3 to 
Damascus via London. 


You will see from "oreign Office Circular 
No. 92 of the 17th July, 1940 (copy enclosed) 
that the cost of telegrams sent by Diplomatic 
Wireless on behalf of other government departments 
need not be recovered from them. 


Yours ever, 


Finance Department. 





The Chancery, 
British Legation, 
Amman. 





Go fF 





e ( x 5242/3/652 ) 
* ‘ 


CLROULAR NO, 092. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
17th July, 1946. 


Dear Chancery, 


With reference to our circular letter, 052 of 
6th May, it has been decided that no charge should be 
debited to other Government departments for official 
telegrams sent by diplomatic wireless on their behalf, 


In the case of telegrams sent on behalf of 
private individuals, however, the cost at commercial rate 
should be recovered locally and the proceeds credited in 
your account with the Foreign Office as a separate item 
creditable to "Telegrams", 


Telegrams sent on behalf of the British Council 
should be treated as private telegrams for this purpose 
except that the cost should be recovered at Government 
rate from the Council's local representative or, in his 
absence, should be reported to the Foreig Office for 
recovery in London. 


Yours ever, 


COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT. 


The Chancery at 
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Flee Setitieg 2% 2300 hrte nt 


Noe ThS [NM i. ——— ee N@e “UB, UK. 
saving: Mvuis (please 


Oe aa te, daa PgAdor, GeineG jp Selrut, «mat, 
Gppee 


si it i ills ll ll a hat 


Jedda, den, Uritieh Conmal 2 
1? 1 Ls! < i 2.8o8 25rde 
(2, During the evening in Jerusalem a $ ton wiiitery tyre truek was 
driven townrds ¥ «. usrter. “@ee di tance «way the truck 
{ 


stopped and aa rab was <©ea to jaop fras it and light a iuee ‘the 
truek was then silowed t run uater ite oon power for about 30 yards 
antil 1% owe wy egeiest exll ol a bleek of hovuees in the ouarter 
where it exploded. setwoen 350 smd 40 houses were eacpletely demo 
lished and samy others baily dummged, Apart from persons sufferings 
slight injury Jerish torees in Yeeen hoshe sdoit 1) to i5 inju ed. 
fteavy tiring followed the explonion in which i Sritish soldier wae 
Killed aad 1 Sritish coas*able wes wounded, 


Te ene 


{- vuring the sorning tietiqve uarter of fu WIV ewe under rire 
by .rebs who were thought to be ising hesvy rea ons, o dmsmge or 
Campualtiier reported.e 


(3,  -aring the «\ termoon srned Jews drenged tn imsy univemn drove 
up to Bue fs GOV Hospitai, “aule aren, im wmilitasy type trocar ond 
vere “imiitted on prodvetion of work tickete, Jews entered sin gusrt 
room, held up 9Gcurants “nd Stole 7 rifles aa) 1 frevelver. 1 4ritisl 
soldicr wee slightiy injured, 





(4, the paseenger tris frou Hebfa to cere wr derailed after pari 
Hw 6Che track Rac ®& om Blom ap in frout of the tralia. The oigiue 
wi rive coaches werc Sqiaet, There were 20 casual tices. 


(5) Prime the aight in i.i%6 the Islasic ‘Lub -ms extensively 
dw awexl by explosion of « bow believed t. heve been brought there 
in @ Saioon cer. etalis G ca@uealticsa cre ict ret *veilable, 


(6) Japing the sorning fear HAdRAL an Avab tax!) eat ‘ired at by 
devs. 5 fabs wer: «tiled and 2 wo 


(7; im the afternoon aoe fo. an anitentaified abreraft eseorting 
& Southbound Jevieh eanvoy in slieged to have fired on rab iabourere 
eorking at Cowermment oticultural @tationg No crasuaities resulted, 


(6) in che s*temoo aeny Tao . ‘ig BRa District, “2 amoured | 
Jewish vehicle wae blown up by © road mine aad Ll Jewish pascengers 
were wouxied. military ;otral thei eseortes the cenvey vhieh 
feavved the founded Jews. 


(3) During the aight 22/23 vareh Jebeliya «a: ter of J FA wes 
tiacked Y Jews. 11 houses and a mosque wore dentroyed, probs ly 
a mortarm,. 6 arabe vere 


(10; Latest eneuality iiet in the ivag ‘treet (#\ir4,) expicsion - ec 
my telesream 757 paregraph (i) = io: 4 sabe Allied ading a 
police emetabiec, 6 wounded i: hompitel, 20 Slightly iajured, 


(211) In other incisoute following casupities cecurseds= 
5 willed 


Tabs 
22 wounded. 
CWB 2 Killed 
5 wounded, 


{gre Hone) 25/3/46 


12 Glear 





25/7/48 ws 1s Hite 





Moc TSS Prwdintc . 
c _ 


az a~ 
epeetes eehingion SoekO7e vA. % 'e gz: cot Boe F9S 


“Westin (riess: psn S ATAGANEOTs S) BoeBSe 


$4 etait ee ated: eet NL 


evinss Getrote ateerg Jedtitig AUN. BFL. 10h Comeel ..ifpPpPre 


(4) Tore vere wiveaprend SREBE attecets on rossi traviiv, 


1 AR epee Me a Oe ect eeet 


eavatine ess: ltter both cidete Firing serurred tn he 
mart ne Jereries oerins “he sornim om efterne nts 
{2} Mens Shetes Willare, dere sie ng Gh oremercd Jevieh Der 
tes held geet ep Dy srobe, athecke’d um) ce* on Tiree Ft 
ereor’ vehicle “ae Bless deste yom § seve were #illed st 1 


11 woumiede 


(3) s Jarce fewl & coavey wee etteoke. curing the sftern on 
% the davfaf/serusaler soutig MELitary wont to the seem 3 
‘he Chekged the rep attoexere «ith 25 poetierse  hree 
Zeeien vehicles rere camge ond Gestroyed end the ren’ 
the monroy re’urnec to fri tive Deistia «2 entwerl*ty 
figeres ere not sveiisbie, but dewish esurces ver thi 7 cet 
were  ovumiec on nose e1llete 1 


(43 & she eerily meraing morter bows firet from tei viv 
tell in ares of Seseen Ber YooguB, afice There vere 6 
eacunitier bot davuge ses cxunmed to ser counting wall fF “he 
MohQue = (+ & neurby house 


(55 Derim, ‘he erning en Areb bes «ar stopped ete of Hetir 
by 2 dewicn picke, BDloeking tar wrowde Incendiary bors wer: 
thrown at the Des onc imteusive awell arcs fire ¢treeted ot . 
the peseencerse 1 Srubd wax killed ene 14 serlovely woun:ied. 


(6) Supiag the sfteracen ia affe an Arab private oer nee 
fired upon from a dsevish srese. the prinei:el seereters te 
the Sgyptier eoneei in Hstin, cho wa a peasenger in the 
tr, wes Killed. 


{7} Slag +e mortlag near ~1 cee Heshearon, “tl kara, 
deren helo ur emt Firec at an 4rebd private eer. 3 Arebo 
killed ond 3 wvounted. 


8} is other feeiceste foliorin:, sus ceranltics securredsye 
Britta 1 woemvoc 


srebe 7 *iLied 
4 eanied 


ger 5 WhLued 
48 «osalod 


(Mr. Hone) 
26/3 
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(a) varing the eftern-on in Jeruscles s derieh convoy 
mov iate Yewen Hooke uter wai ired upon by Pebte 
Thies te om outbreak of fire im which both sides used 
mortaree ilitery teck ap powitiome and by OKO the area 
ve guiet. | 


(2) vering ofterneon of Mereh 24th reb ad Jritieh temepat 
wm the JerasslesTieblus rood come under fire diresieu by 
Jewe troa 7 vt Colony, Jorussles “istrict. 


(3) On the % of Moreh 2th Jews in Tel viv directed 
porter fire parte of 7"... .rebs roturned the firte 
1 eb wae Kdlied end 25 wousied in thie atteak. f the 
laticr 6 were seriously wounded, 


44) paring % March 2th Jece attcoked . ' 1s! owe 


and other ecttlemente in Neblue detrict ee 
hous«s in “o'wm were Gecstroyed, 5 rubs wore Ealled ond 3 
woumdede 


(5) in ether ineidents follewing essad ties orecurred:@ 
british 2 secliiere eomJed. 


pe Die & killed 
~OURssed 


Jewe $ wilied 
13 wounded. 
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GCALRU 
1/158/48 ; 3lst March, 1948 
SSOReT / 
—_— / § 
Dear Secretoriat, “| | 
With reference toy elugram to 


the Colonial Office Wo. 654 of arch 15th, 
i enclose a aote by the ilitary Attaché 
of a conversation with the *gyrtisa 
Director of silitsry Operetioas ebout the 
control of armed srabs inflitrating iato 
Palestine from “gypt. The Ambsesador 
thought it beset to act thue through the 
military channel rather than through the 
Ministry of Foreign Aiteire. 


2. we have done our best, but it would 
be optivistic to expect much. result from 
this or any other representation on the 

subject of heljing the Arabs. 


Je I am sending copies of this letter 
to Beirut, Damascus, Amman, Bagded, Jedda 
an¢ the voreign Office. 


Yours ever, 


§$gG.; KR. asa? 


The Secretarist, 
JERUSALTM, 


COFY/HiE 
NOTE 





I called on the Director of military operations on 
25th March and spoke sas instructed. I chose this method of 
approach rather than attempting an interview with the 
Minister of Defence because of the delay and chance of being 
fobbed off with a sycophantic underling inherent in the 
latter course. I referred to the incidents at Gaza and 
Haifa, pointing out that the uniformed and srmed persons 
concerned were not only a source of embarrassment to the 
mandatory power by their misplaced enthusiasms, but also 
as illegal a set of immigrants as any that have called down 
Arab fulminations in the last 5 or 10 years. 


The DeMeO. - an officer of considerable acumen and 
experience - was at first caught off his balance by this, 
his equilibrium having been previously adjusted to a totally 
different subject which I had yesterday caused him to suppose 
that I wished to discuss, and which we subsequently did. He 
rallied quickly, however, and said that he had not heard of 
the incidents. He denied knowledge of the Gaza affair. 


He went on to imply that neither of these parties had 
left Egypt under his aegis nor even with his knowledge, and 
added that uniforms could be bought in the Sugs of Cairo and 
indeed, frequently were, and were sometimes used for 
clothing civilian bands etc. Ignoring this pleasing 
reminiscence of “Der Hauptman von Koepenik", I pointed out 
that these persons are said to have been armed and that the 
combination of arms, uniform and nationality would call for 
considerable ingenuity if it became a matter of explaining 
their presence in a foreign country. He took the point 
and, a8 a subordinate went further and took some notes as 
to dates and details, his promise to bring it to the notice 
of his minister, may be less empty than I had feared; 

I referred again to the matter at the end of this friendly 
interview, asking him not to omit to acquaint the Minister 
with the matter, to which he replied that he “certainly 


would". 


(Signed) R.N. THICKN2S3B 


Brigadier 
Military Attaché 
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eee tron’, but ona the sholc. the twlitarzsituction sccius 
eo bu SMially .ovins in fevour of the Arubse The ceonowic 
- ONsu ei ees of the iaturruption of coaiuudeations oru stuadily 
ivvs fULt in the Lair. Te.isb_ ceatross 
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« jJo.at w.ting of the Dxceutives of the Juvish 

woe Tedd on w6rG ureh it wes aanounced that a Suvish 
J r~venitnt would besin to function, in co-operution 
With rooreseitati > of the U.i7. in Palestias cad not lat-r than 

i j Shoald the andote be tersinated before that date the 
rover. t would beria to fuuction 1. wdiatcly 











ab Eye tor; co xciut the Jewish Aseney spolesagn said. that the 
1Ghnuwral Ae.cibky rmmolution of 29th oveuber Stunds und will only 

geuht to LG «po. cutive iv and when the Assembly revokes the vote 

hun t. “vite 4G uhen at ordiges vbont au ait santhGn in the Lesal 
oBition «ste © Stull have to consider what a tion to take 

tueil shwwhtotes hy loeal givuifieuncs attechce to the joint 

Gelb Rd b oe tauals tank Souumaats eoientary is that the leaders of the 
ishay avi oe ‘eo uittine the.sulves to any course lacking 

Feace ¢ ae e 

Ge Hagan ct ra hus cutured Palestine illerally by evasion. of 
the Frontic monte le out bes ben preopusandin: in the asa pistrict. 

Ve PRE AVVO, cad Aturtean vessel carrying .unitions, was 


divert: 
trectcd vi 
triuctuy, 
Ciee :bt re 
not 2a 

NISGubar 
UCELSs 


CACY povwurse Where thirteen half- 
} rhe hod becn manifested as 
ieanecsa had be n issued) were 

i the port area in ecircustances still 
auster lis bcen ordered aot to 
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ice ghorce on board avd to leave Palestine 
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decish- conricence. Pe een powtvhat restored during the last 
i tinwer OF factors have contributed: -— 


T SSa2thnhe of M..ce end Wansda in the Security 








Cld 9 cities ani erty iat . , ran fhEO aaa HYP. | vasts 

fies ‘i eet i. thant Latrvdree the Averican 

(es -Prestaun iB! 76 woeepetcllias unqnote on Thursday, 
fotit Ad gral ad iat Seuctueshbip was inteaded only to 
Pili the voce x 3 ritish withdrewal and that 
fre sob med. U7 CLV tie 


ores are row eaburta ned trout tio thirds .sejority will not be 
FOGG LOL of. 14 prorponuis usd that the Joveimber resolution will 
thercfore Gi und: aad sow coutort has been drawn froa the continued 
fuuctiscnin: of the Pelestine Comaissinne 


Be ucauwhile Iscal srab reaction to the trusteeship proposal, 
which 6s suspicious frou the outset, has been precressively 
hardeniace Ad nifuta daily of 24th Harch carried a leading 
uP*icl. undexs the caption “yo trusteeship" and Palustin daily 
of lereh 2oth described the new trusteeship as more evil than the 
rd Gti. he likelihood that the Ar:.b League will be able or 
Gisposun to daflucnee the Palestine arabs in favour of acceptance 
if weh divwinished by *rcsident ?rusun's statenent. 
ES fuyeumole Arab rsponase to any appeal for a truce now 
Pobyu lo oi 2 secnod initially. 


Se itl pa fidec ituteswificaticou of ,rab attacks on Jewish 
pA Mihara "k BELe aT Jan Torusalea Gistrict in 
; PG re % ‘Te cuisy trornpert, causing heavy loss 
ap cue f fie * ctien of Abdul jader Husseini. 
a Dison bie Powe uTnauilce on Fovsch colonies = Har Tuv 
Fivctit4 hove glready lcd to fairly 

LOL Gta i ja whieh the Arabs have suffered 

; Ye ae ee Deen eG youwe a discontinuance of this 
policy n Git S22 Sirs take fred ichur Go.wittec, which abdul 
MOcCr ac Heyes + ih Toiiur is no Longer rcoresented in 
Pél.stane i iyeoh fog havo Gwar. liileus the Are) Learcuc -can 
lutugcvene: a duturior tion o: 4. relsotions with the arabs seems 
Likely, theoash ohtie ds ne thiuass in tneir polic, towards us as yot. 





4. Ti Weifea the gittation is certiinly ao better than it was, 
both cides Loving «aede s:ceussfal use vf cxplosive vehicles, while 
warfare on the fuffa/7.l p~viv vounder, aust bo regardud as endemic. 
‘ho position in Cagzu hos dutcriorautcd. Jcvwish reprisals have becn 
ever; wheres — 
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Repested: «a 215, Woz. 619, Domscus 620. 

Leaving i WEIN (plesve pose t abareedor, 4n-t), 
Beirut, mon, Jeddn, en, Britien Conmul 
ep. 


IC Io NT RevucT @ ROK 26th. 


(1) wring the morning « goods trein vic dersilied by « 
contect mine near i. Ai. -In Sg tctton, The engine and tro 
peo Re abe ee Se = Sane 
permment w he ‘engines ver md tireman, both 
Getaes cohdhess, oo tghady f pata e ty 

(2) In the e Jewish convoy wos ottucked near Wabi 


YUCHs Pelice Post, «lilee Astrict, by approxim:teiy 200 
epmed rebs. Fire wes cleo directed st the folice ' ost. 
security forces engeged the attcekers ond the convoy proceeded 
waier militery cecort. 1 Jer omni 1 rob wre killed. 


(3) Jewich convay vee ombuched by rabe during the morning 
Ser eh ca bark guts "avg Seve see awn ts-hove bone 
thet 6 , ae were killed, but these reports ae “ie. 

(4; In other incidents follewing cocusl ties cccurred:- 

Pebs 4 killed 
6 wounded. 


Jeve 5 wounded, 


(tix. Home). 
We 5eliBe 








12. Clear, 
eX ct ¢. eerpetery oi 


2Fe Selite. at 1500 hre. 





0. T9T. Tiina .os. Repeated to ashingtan ie TAG, 
weunecus 10. Ghz. savings (4 14 (plesae pant 
4a bam wlok, UekineU), Seirut, “aan, Jedda, 
den, Sritieh consul ieprd. 


Ab. @ Skee > wena 27th and 76th, 


(1) tiackm om i: » 109 anG § S4@1¥s dewish convoys have veen 
6¢, rately reported, 


(?, varing evening of ©7th is Jorumlem Jews fro. -lig Ceorge 
vouue acee fired at ond mortared semillah road srea. ire juleki, 
epres: to Jjeanhoarh , Yevuen Koahe, énffe Gate, “usrara sai cit 
fareeh creas. Total camusltics reported are:- 

1 Sritieh soldier riichtiy injured, 

._wabe ? killed; 25 wounded, 

sews 1 Ailled, 


) sPing aight of 6th/27th unkaoen persons cut dow and cestroye 
Ry trees, 5OO grape :ruit trees and JOO pice tree® at han . 
ioe .ewieultareal -chool in ssle sub<iietrict. 


: 

- aPing morning of 2uth the british ofiieer Commanding militer, | 
tacknent in the vid cit. of Jerusalem fouri an unexploded mortar ; 
bomb in the Jewish warter, hen he ettempted to remove the borb «| 
Jews tried to etor hb. <2 waknown pervon fired « thot thic enuscé a 
both Jews «na wilitery in the ores to open ‘ire, one british sol ic 
wat Killed, and 7 sritieh coidiers# including the oifleer were wounve 
Jewish cupnal thee wee 5 <diied umd 11 wounded, 





(5, uring evesing of 2th in A Ir. areb enlpers opened fire and 
wounded 4 Britich @eoldiere (? seriously; «md 1 Jew 


(6, The body of a Jewese who had ben abducted by Jewe 1a Jerusuics 
ea 6th ras found yesterday. vecessed Yad been shot thro ph ihe 


head. 
(7; ®eualties resuitiu, ) oa other incivente during the teo daye 
were ac i olhlowEe = 
ritich 1 wounded 
roba 3 ailiod 
15 wounded 
Jews 1l Kiliea 
10 ~ounded, 
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1030 ars. We detib. 


¢ 
No, 808. I a Mi ate Yq 


Hepesated: ehington 223, 00 i S§l, Uermmecne 852. 


Seving: WI) (please pers to mbsenotor, .-ineo), Leirut 
mmm, Jehis, den, oritish consul leppe. 
THIS . Bact 29th. 


vuring the afterncen on Ue lisdio/Tel viv roed srmed Jews 
held wp 2 Britieh ond < Meuritinn soldiers, stole ihcir firearm 

(two eten guns ond two rifles) umd two l0eton my trucks. 

there were no cacnalt les. 

> M Gllegal ship nused ‘tii woe sht into Haif:. pot 

With following -ewisch illegol temigronte: mules 224 femles 

and 136 children.  reonshipoent nd desj tei to .yprus effected 

without incident. 

(3) Sy telegram 790 (not repented to ail; reyording “iss sereton. 
It now eppesrs thot shot wee fired fram ob end not Jenboh 
Querter. 

(4) By telegron 795 perngraym Se NAT Comvey. Lodios & 

four more Jewish mics were found by Jolice yesterdsy. 


(5) CneualBy figarce for yesterday wores- 
robs 7 killed 
5 woumiod 
Jews 2 kilied. 


1 


(2 


(ia. Hone). 
JeliBbe 
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at 1300 hrs. BO. 5elids 
Hoe 53 SBORET IMPORTA 
Repeated: H.M. i. ut 853 
Damascus 4 \ 
jmmnen 855 ——(2y +9), 
Baghdad 351 





Repeated seeretery of Stete No.809 SECRUT. 


llowing prisoners escaped from cre Prison today lKNRY 
MARTIN DIORBON convicted Militery Court Jerusalem for offence 


tion 143 (1)(b) Defence ( Regulations and 
sentence 5 years imprisonment on 21 February British 
Comstable LESLIE VICTGR BERNARD > SHAW British Constable BASIL 
EARDLEY BROWN British Consteble —_- HAWES. 


Sis tan Tt aah de oF malenen f 
Regulations 143 (1)( and 67 ef Defence (Seergeny) Lege. end 
each sentenced to 4 years imprisonment on Sth 


Asore were awaiting transfer to United Kingdom um‘er Colonial 
Prisoners iomoval ct. The offences for which they were convicted 
Se SENS Ve ee erms for the ~ras from the Security 

orces. 


4m advised thet all shove persons are extraditable, a is 
territories; If they ere reported, in eypt grat Arab 
tories. if they are reported in . oF auiiephtses 
may be moved to affect their arrest and Moda th them aaidies com= 
pletion of extrafition formalities. It is most desirabie that 
these escaped prisoners be recovered. 


I ama repeating this telegram to Beyrout, Damsecus, Anmen and 
with request that similar action be taken by H.M. 
Representatives there. 


(ar. Pruen) 
BWo50libe 


Sony to: es <n eal General 
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Se Grlig Thi i e ‘peraies asia. town eo 42% FJ ie O87» 
MGMACE? Bie Ww RAV ‘ :Gaky pubs 
te How de he mite fg “SAIS, et, J Widm, 
d¢%, Gitich oneal, ierypo. 

i t . on sty 

‘2, tt iSO noure ps terGay Sise Tha qeen, derwcsion -tetriet 

rOobetion Ofilees waa aot os. /tiebly *eamdied by -ooe ehile driving | 

in her cer towercde Sottheha.e rah oLtaceg etaive tue’ kise 

Thetp hod :6f) Sadl Saft: howpitel Sriviug ter om car towards 

Setnl ahanue ret Jivictes «io, te ced vitases ebreryee Jeun 


arce’k wit “Ge tie Scapane Yeitios tveccte the oer, itaese 
heers lac hanpeonm mil out os Dritieh” bat (evs wol.ied te 
sitein °S gorde aa opaaed | inde he ccs we Pa@dlec with bullete 
aad \ ies ‘haapoon eee wounded in the bh aa, et Gfe ta heani ai 
wuriag Vw oo teeazam, (4 prelbicicory fapert oF this eutrage eve 
otitedoel in my telegram @1 ij. 
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2) $8 Other Iaetoients Pollocetog ovpusities securred:e 


lee eounded 
8enG 4 étlies. 
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“ALM 8 lc tnelate wt 1500 hem & el 
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7A FM weretary of © tate. 


de B3ie IMiKDI ~ 2 “we eated t affine tom Me 227, § We ST? 
SOeOse Se CP5q sevings A) .i j Jeane 
pene tt. .©efeador, ~aG-",, wlpat, “ten, 
Jeais, igi, “itisn oaral iepre 
Gm Sheet. 


(a wePiag the aftersoou «qs wirried Gat —: attack on Tub (OBi- 
Ligne do igeting Jerusaie/ affa road 6t A o | wad thew vas 
heavy Fit by both widen, urine tie ou @ ent (eee were seen 
Peleomting &8 diceetion of ¢ 75 5.49 Carrying t8O custsitien, “Stus- 
tion was valet by 1900 hoarse. 9 ver 1%) dows are shown [fo hove teken 
SUrte There ere an coufiP ed figurce of consalties b ere aha s 

Lo fewe <illea 77 Publ, 


de 4Pise toe aftemmeoca ice to sevanuia: @enPehed officea of « 
eritiem fire whieh fed ayt deem cecurics for soe days, aa foam | 
dees in afeet-ios Gl suas, sub» atica, greisces «cd epmaaition,. ie 
of the Jewe war fou in next door fies @ the Aritish Cowmpreia. 
gent with » etesn fam Gt three se. s7ire® tw oPeniees este eviawi' 
iy intended ‘sr as «f Mi ert port, The torPee Joes were arrerted, 


(> MP ing tie ai temas wesc ret: @°iweked a J@eisn cogwny 
of eboat 32 aotagures vehicice®. rod st@uceners autbered chout 300. 
it ta ggorm 4 Jeujah Waites « ee © BOL Oat aad WaecaTie ee Peporie | 
Slate cabs @ere 6OG0 © O1¥i Wy smoored Vaiidies 14f2 <aeLe SPE, P 
°c tadiew of & robe were ivter onan. on ine somne, Jew ieh 
or@aait. © =P aot iat, 3° es io Seilewed te pave bees 
:raweked by sews firdw & nib ous ia the victaity on te sage 


aFe 


(% oy tehegra, @Q Yoblowinw is Puller scoouat of Lenin o trae 
aeur SeiFocid.. Taree cheoirtiestiy jietegwtod © jace Bere BX ioded, 
the ficnt coseh wee caspictely ccetreyed eo) Beeoet couch ana aawin 
texde: soversly jw .gek, The felloeing too couvhes vr ore teisecoped 
wad Oly the engine aii iaet two coast were ieit am the rullge 
Gaiveeat and other sigae Iorcd i: Vielutiy of Leetfic +o1e%"tor 
ind@jente tuet outrage ens the roi 6g Wf Jeve®, aid Jewigh eoereqe wi, :¢ 
taet it « & tePprica Out by ~tar. ‘BRE. Patich -iiit-cy perempei 
vere in fg6> couch + ane ame aot Po rest set jajurcd, MBBIDA dy 
ell Pret, sper 2) Gili -@, Gi esandes oi “hat & ave hompdbei aac 4 





($ is other incidetie » eterday Celloving comebice gee rra sn 


a 3 wilied 
PP eouaded 
deen 1D +oORn i. 


(ete femme = a 


Code, Cypher T Ee LE G Fe A M ; C.8.0. /6J-» » 


or Clear ?.. Clear. 






Fre - 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE 


eae 
Despatched 31. 3.48 at 1800 hrs. / o 






GPP. 28381—20,000—8.8.47 


Addressed to Secretary ef State No.829: repeated te 

Washington ay UKDEL Ne.869; Demaseus No.870, 
(please pass to Ambassador and C-in-C) 

Beirut, Jedda, Amman, Aden and British Consul Aleppo. 


At 1310 hours today the Caire train was blown 
+ Gasualties so far 15 dead 
Ne, repeat no British. details 


near 
60 injured. 
will follow when available. 


(ir. Grimwood) 
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Zetreittie “t LID hrte 


Seo BTo Like =, Bepested <aehington 238, Huw. & 
Othe coving: <7 i# (cieage pos to mb: 
inde 9 OATUL, Rite hi, den, writien 





b's ix. iat 


= | uPicg, the sormin fa HG > amoet sen belisved ate: omtered 
e628 @@ilauwe:* @fices, bel! « the staf’, «nd etole t- office 
Popieters and * telesloie, wy “rowe aeng in © Vehicle cnionging 

t the devart: «st. 


i2,; marly ee onde : hesvy Omehenge of fire took place letesen | 
¥ 5 9 CPaBsie., ax oortace wore ised, 
Piping is helioved: to “ve bem Pewokec by ehirdag st@eck on 

a: Pal vehicia Je iver: Poe Feoen othe. 

(3) dewish camua: +t ta the conway acbushed et & ‘gee my 
telegram 63), pears, u (3 @ go8 kham to howe been 15 udlled. | 

i 

(& Sualtien vsmulitiy Pes t96ih Fetrage wt & ou wy 
telegrmes GS peregraph (4 ~~ ow 3 pebe BLlici. 


(% itustion geaq ally eos “uaeter ye lerdas @xosst 19s saffa/ 
ek Viv border cme Catanity rig. ee fro: incidestr sot feeinli 
ceporiad weres a; 08s & chiled, ll wounded, 

(lire Nome 2/i/ys (he, dows 2 «ited, 9 wore ene 
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1430 Rise Selie oy 
es af 
G0 555- 465512: 
tific. 


feprated schington 229, ~  % 665, “TH . 
wing! MMR (pleee pees to mb enedor, inet), s« ‘ 
rw ele Joddin, Us, oritiah oneal leppo. 






o 
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Jy 
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De. 1 ea 4 vis amie 


(1) ineicdente sere less in growity oi newer then ustde 


(2) Ouring the eftermmoon ormed Jews held up 2 military lerrics 
et « pow block in Jeruselem -Lletrict, forced the 2 uritieh 
ddvere qi 2 ‘“urition eveorte te «ight, ond drove the 
vehicles ersye The lerrice were le-ded «ith fiour. 


(3) ring night of oril let/ii Jere in He 1d ity Cirected 
oten et & malitery port, waleh re; Lied with bren 
gummi fire. hortly -fterworde the Jewm ognin opemed fire vith 
© Silenced rifle wd militar replied «ith 1° end 12 mm 
trellie. Ho ecxuansities repa'ted. 


(4) Cariag s’ternoon prid let nese 42) 9% /olice etrtion ‘ydda 
Metrict semed Jerr entercd « Jowieh owned erenge grove in 
ehich 11 rete sere working. Jove opemod fire om the labourers, 
ane of whom “ay ed to enerpe os inferred the colice. hen 
police went te the svete they found the bodies of 10 rode, 
eli of whom hed been shot through the heal. 


(5) Coamelties in other incivents you terdey vorere 
rubs 5 woumed 
Jews 5 wasvied. 


a aaah a 


(Ure Hane)e 
Sebeliie 
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5 Reig , MD) 
From:—Sie Of Sie Foreig YG To:— ifs Minister, AMIAN. 

LO'DON. 


Received1,4.48 (12.00) 











Despatched 1.4645 (11.85) 





of 31.548. 





I/O} ah ‘NT. 
CNP. DaNTIALe 


\ddressed to Cairo telegram Noe45l of liarch 51st. 
and to Baghdad, DPamascus, Beirut, Amman, Jedda 
reveated for information of BeMeteOe, Ukdel New York, 
Washington, Jerusalem 


On several occasions recently the High 
Commissioner (1) Pslestine has asked that representations 
should be made by His liajesty’s .inisters in vamascus, 
Awan about the infiltration of irregular Arab forces 
acrocs the frontiers of Palestine It has been sup, ested 
in Damascus telegram Noe7& (not repeated to Ne» York or 
vashington) (Ljtnat any representations (1) might be mode 
not only to the governments imiediately concerned but 
to the govern ents of all ember states of the Arab League. 


ae I agree such an ap»oroach Willi »robably have more 
reffect if it is made in yeneral terms to 211 the Arab 
tates (1) than if it is made to indivicual governiuents 
in relation to  xarticular incidents. Please therefore 
make represent»tions the form of which I leave to your 
niseretion to the governments to which you are accredited 
on the following lines. 


be His Majest:'s Government somain responsible {1 
for «cinsenence of ls. ané order'in palestine until whe 
Mandate comes to en end on May li+h. Meanwhile 
teusio: is meurnting in that country end “here is an 
incressing danger of a 2) ma jour outbreax of violence. 
The establishment on Palestine territory o* irregular 
militezy formations — Traneni tes in tne srab states 

is a tactor / 


Ws0087, DiS. SaM. ctaort) 10745. 





is a facsor contributing to this danger. ‘the Arab 
Governments have oll assured us that they are anxious 

to avoid any clash between the Arabs a... the British 
Forces so long as the latter remain in Palestine 

There is how. ver a danger that every time an Arab band 
crosses the frontier into Palestine from a neighbouring 
State that it will encounter British forces whose duty 

it will be to repel the invasion. There is also a danger 
which increases with the subsidizing of bands in Palestine 
that sheir octivities within the country may involve 

them in confdict with the security forees of the hMendatory 
powere Several incidents -f this neture have in fact 
already taken place and they are verticularly lisble to 
occur in Jerusslem itself. In bringing “hese dangers 

to the attention of the Arab governments Hisiiajesty's 
Government expresses the hope that these governments 

Will. take eftective steps to prevent further violations 

of the frontier of Palestine and to vestrain tre ir. egular 
Torecs already estavlished in that country. 


4. In sunport of your representations pou inight slso 


@point out that the attitude of the Security Council 
and of tse Cencrel Assonbly,ifs special session is convened, 
gis bound to be affected by the extent to which toe Arab 


states have shown a sense of their : sponsibilities (1) 
as members of the Jnited Nations. 


5. Hre Troutbeox / 


W30087, DIsho. SOM. os sort yas, 





5. Mr Troutbeck will no doubt tske an opportunity 
of informing Auzsam Pasha that these representations 
are being nad: in the Arab capitals end will be 
Speaking to him in the same sense. 


W0057. DISS. SIM. ct wort) 14h. 


(w/?) 


7S 


(S/1014/48) é, GRAM. 


Cypher (ID/OTP ) 
Codex 


Cheaex x 
From:—S- Of S. Foreign Office To:— He Me Minister, AMMAN. 
LONDON. 


Despatched 1.4.48 (11. 55) Received1. 4. 48 (12. 00) 


of 31.35.48. 





IMPORTANT. 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to Cairo telegram No.431 of March 3lst. 
and to Baghdsd, Damascus, Beirut, - Amman, Jedda 
repeated for information of B.Mek.0., Ukdel New York, 
Washington, Jerusslem. 


On several occasions recently the High 
Commissioner (1) Palestine has asked that representations 
should be made by His Majesty's Ministers in Damascus, 
Amman about the infiltration of irregular Arab forces 
across the frontiers of Palestine. It has been suggested 
in Damascus telegram No.78 (not repeated to New York or 
pennies) aes any representations (1) might be made 
not only to the governments immediately concerned but 
to the governments of all member states of the Arab League. 


26 I agree such am approach will probably have more 
effect if it is made in general terms to all the Arab 
states 2) than if it is made to individual governments 
in relation to particular incidents. Please therefore 
make representations the form of whieh I leave to your 
discretion to the govermments to which you are accredited 


on the following lines. 


Se His Majesty's Government remain responsible (1) 
for maintenance of law and order in Palestine until 
fandate comes to an end on May 15th. Meanwhile 
tension is mounting in that country and there is an 
increasing danger of a (1) majour outbreak of violence. 
he establishment on Palestine territory of irregular 


ilitary formations (1) recruited in the Arab states 
is a factor / 


WS0057. DISSO, SOM. cctaorte) nyt. 





is a factor contributing to this danger. The Arab 
Governments have all assured us that they are anxious 

to avoid any clash between the Arabs and the British 
Forces so long as the letter remain in Palestine 

There is however a danger that every time an Arab band 
crosses the frontier into Palestine from a neighbouring 
state that it will encounter British forces whose duty 

it will be to repel the invasion. . There is also a9 danger 
which increases with the subsidizing of bands in Palestine 
that their activities within the country may involve 

them in confdict with the security forces of the Mandatory 
power. Several incidents of this nature have in fact 
already taken place and they are particularly liable to 
occur in Jerusalem itself. In bringing these dangers 

to the attention of the Arab governments HisMajesty's 
Government expresses the hope that these governments 

will take effective steps to prevent further violations 

of the frontier of Palestine and to restrain the irregular 
forces already established in that country. 


4. In support of your representations gou might also 
point out that the attitude of the Security Council 

and of the Genersl Assembly, ifa special session is convened, 
is bound to. be affected by the extent to which the Arab 
states have shown a sense of their responsibilities (1) 

as members of the Nnited Nations. ‘ 


5. Mr. Troutbeck / 


W30087, DIIGO, SAM. Ctaorte) 10/48. 





5. Mr Troutbeck will no. doubt take an opportunity 
of informing Azzam Pasha that these representations 
are being made in the Arab capitals and will be 
speaking to him in the same sense. 


W30057, DISS, SOM. cteerte yds. 


FILE NO.S/10U/18 —“TELEGRAM. (afl ad ie 
ek (VF 
Cypher ID/OTP 7 bj / Yet 
Glens oe 
ho 
From :— 4H,M.Minister, DAMSCUS, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 











Despatched 2/4/48 (12,00) Received 2/4/48 (12,25) 









Addressed to Foreign Office 168, 
Repeated to Cairo, Baghdad, — 
York, Washington and Jerusalem, ) 
SECRET, 4 y 


— 





,»Jedda,B.M.E.0, UXDEL New 


Your telegram Noof,31(2) to Cairo. 
Irreguler Arab Forces, 


I saw(1) the Minister for Foreign Affeirs this afternoon and 
spoke to him accordingly, leaving (a-Sic) aide memoire in terms of 
the 3rd paregraph, I also made the point in the 4th peragreph, 


2, The Minister for Foreign Affairs started off with a long (mt, 
&Pe) (4 gpse undec,) machinery about arms in possession of the Jews 
and said that he understood only a day or two ago our our Officer 
Gommending(1) at Haifa had capthred weapons arriving from the U.S.A: 
he also said that he had information about arms on order by the 

Jews in several European countries, He said that the Jews hed taught 
. the Arabs to copy their methods and who knew the Arabs might not any 
day attack TELAVIV(1). He then spoke of the truce suggested by the 
Security Council and I gather that the Syrian acceptance is likely 
to be conditional on satisfactory disarming of the HAGANAH ete, 


3e On the specific question of the Arab forces the M.F,A, said 
that they were an Arab(1) eee?) 2) rather than(1) a Syrian 
responsibility. On this I reminded that a similar communication 
of mine was being made to all the Arab states but I added that I 
felt that the Syrians were rather specially involved as the major 
part of the took place on their territory and I felt that 
they ma3zt also have(1) considerable weight in the organisation, { 
therefore(1) hoped that their influence would be brought to bear 
in the sense of moderation, 


h/eoo2 


WSK Disia, SOM. +t wort 145. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code -2- 

Clear 

From :— To :— 
Despatched Received 






he The Minister for Foreign Affairs rather surprised me by 
saying that he gave my commmication "a good welcome". But he 
added that at present the whole situation was in such a‘state thet 
no repponsible Minister wamconmmekxaxmkaterthak of any of the 
Arab states could from their internal political point of view 
call off the activities of the irregular forces, He remarked 
that even King Abdullah had acquiesced in the passage of 
volunteers throu :h Trensjordan, 


5. Finally the Minister for Foreign Affeirs said that he was 
attending this evening a meeting of the political committee at 
which amongst others AZZAM Pasha, the MUFTI and the Lebanese 
Prime Minister would be present and that he would show them 
my commmicetion. 


6, Azzam Pasha will now be knowing(1) the nature of our 
representations and I have felt-it wiser not even to try and see 
him before the meeting takes place in order not to let the 
Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs feel I am trying to bring 
pressure on him through Azzam, 


LONDON only please pass to UKDEL and WASHINGTON as ny 
telegrams 10 and 8 respectively, 


CAIRO only please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 66, 


eee 


NOTE:- Paragraph 2 - lst sentence repetition asked for, 
: ss ; 


_ (CJB/HA). 


WBOOKT, DESO, SOM. +t sort inyas. 
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2 
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FUE 1.S/0U/i8 | TELEGRAM. ( yy 
Cypher 1D/orP 7) \“ r 
ode ie PBs 
(tere / | Jue Wy 
From :— H,M.Minister, BEIRUT. To :— H.M.Mints a > AMMAN, 
Received 3/4/48 (11,35) 


3/4/48 (11.02) 


33 of 2nd April, 1948, 









Despatched 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.258 of April 2nd, 
Repeated for information to Cairo, Jedda, Amman, Damascus, 
Baghdad, B.M.E.0., UKDEL New York, Washington, Jerusalem, 
CONFIDENTIAL, }i 

Your telegram Nosi31~ Palestine. 

I have teken action with the Lebanese Prime Minister who 
took the point well, 

Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL end Weshingtori as my 


telegrams Nos.9 and 11 respectivelys 


(3S/HIM/HA). 


WS0087, DSi SOM. ccteorte).  1yts. 
j 


€ypher 

c Code 
Clear 
From :— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, To :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, 
Despatched 3/4/48 (16,32) Received 





Your telegram No,168 to Foreign Office. 
Please repeat paragraph 2 first sentence, 


(u/s). wD) 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 










(w/e) | FUE No,s/10u/n8, ,/ TELEGRAM. | //-y// 
Cypher M/OTP . ah 

g Code / /—p 
Ghear 


From:— M€rsBroadmead, DAMASCUS, To:— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 


5/4/48 (19.05) Received 5/4/48 (19,30) 
35 of 5th April, 1948, 





Despatched 








Following is repetition asked for in your telegram No,18 
Begins. 

Started off with a long dissertation about arms(TW) in 
possession of the Jews and said he understood that only a day 
ar two ago our authorities at Haifa had captured weapons 
erriving(1) from the United States(1): he said #1so he had 
information about arms on arder by the Jews in(1) several 


European countries, 


(JS/P¥/HA). 
< 


W30057, DES SOM. cctxortes 14s, 


FILE NO, S/1014/48. oe connie /) Ly ft fy 
Cypher ID/oTP ; \ i 
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& Ape 
From :— High Commissioner, JERUSALEMTs :— HM. anther, 





Vu/48 (15.00) Received 3/4/48 (11.35) 
of 1st April, 1948, 


Ww / 





Despatched 





Addressed to Cairo 54. 
Repeated to Beirut Si1y seus 875, Amman 876, Baghdad 34, 

My telegram 53Fepeated to Beirut 853, Damascus 854, Ammen 
855, Baghdad 3% of March 31st, 

Escape(1) of(1) British prisoners, 

Please note following(1) description of Hawes height 170 
age 20 weight 75 build medium clean SHAVEN eyes brom, Shaw 
height 180 age 19 weight 72 build medium(1) clean SHAVEN eyes 
brown, Brown’ height 178 age 194 weight 70 build medium 
brown moustache eyes brown, Dickson height 166 age 32 weight 
68 build light, GINGER VANDYKE beard eyes blue Ends. 


(ss/my/ta). 


tS 


~ bare 
© ie 1 x 


lh Sorel Of bo. chi s Saal 


sf A (Gh 


’ / ila 


Ho, 30h t Punto, ora, LuNDun 
pete s 1déth uerch, 18 
CF, NTL 


Addressed to Foreign uffice telegram No. 504 of waroh 1ith 
Repeated for Informstion to British Uiddle Last Office No, 109 


Cairo No, 15 s/VING 
Jedde Ne, 17 _—* 
Dasasous No, 12 * 
beirut ™ 2 «(°* 
Ameen No, 11] " 


Masa Alem in comversetion with Clayton hes ex ressed .ore 
than onee his belief the. the best solution for velestine is for the 
Iraci ond Trang jorden reguler forces on the termination of the mandate 
to move into the Jewish area «nc occupy it. They woul aces. any this 
move with e@ statement that they had done this to wsintain ley and order 
and that the areb offer to the Jews of local eutonomy as outlined by 
Camille Shamoun st Lake Success still stood, He thinks however that the 
ides of on independent unitary state of velestine is no lenger enough, 
Feeling between Jer and Areb in the country is now too bitter and even 
4f it were not the influenee of the Liufti would make an order)y solution 
on these lines imossible, fe has therefore come round tu the belicf 
that the beet solution woulu be for it to came under King Abdulls and form 
one state with Trensjordan, This would have the adventege of askin, the 
Jews fecl less circumscribed, 


2 ofayten pointed out to hin thet aggression on the Jewish orea 
by regular arab vorcos woula incur the cenger of swinging worle opinion, 
especially thet of Americe, which secued now to be becoming wore 
favoureble to the Arebs once more egainst them, Furthermore it wes by 
no means certain that they would succecd mid the state of Ireq todsy wes 
not such thet thoy could ssfely aetech ony reguler forees, 


be Homdi pechachi, Nuri gaid end fedhil Jausli heve spokcn to vig ton 
on the some lines end the seme argusents vere used to thea with, it is 
believed in th. case of the lost named, some sucoess, 


he Both pause Alsai and Fedhil Jemali csked whether in the esse 

of the whole cuostion of partition being referred to o special session 
of the General Assembly and a fresh decision being given on the lines 
of the .reb plen sut up ot Lake Guocess there was eny chance of Grest 


Britain undertaking to inplesent it. hey were rewinded that His 
Hajesty*s Goverment had repestedly asserted that they woulda implement 


no plen which was not asecepted by both Jews ena srebs, 
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PALESTINE. 


x 
31“March, 1948. 


CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 





a 


DeB. 252.46. JERUSALEM, 


SECRET. 


pear Pins - Gurdon | 


I am sorry to revert so soon to the question 
of Jisr Sheikh Hussein, to which previous correspondence 
ending with my letter of the 17th March refers. we 
now understand that no traffic is in fact using the 
bridge, since it was closed with barbed wire at the time 
of the cholera restrictions and was not reopened when 
those restrictions were lifted. Members of the Frontier 
control staff were however reposted to the bridge and 
are having to be taken there daily by car from Beisan, 
but as they have no work to do, their time is being rather 
expensively wasted, and the C.I.D. are anxious to withdraw 
them altogether. This can be done only if Jisr Sheikh 
Hussein is removed from the list of legal points of entry 
into Palestine. 


In view of the absence of traffic we hope 

you will raise no objection to Jisr Sheikh Hussein now 
being declared no longer a point of legal entry; this 
will enable us to withdraw the wasted Frontier control 
staff, without materially affecting the present situation 
at the bridge. we do not intend to damage the structure, 
or render it permanently impassable, so long as it is 

not misused. The barbed wire barrier will however be 
left in position. 


Yours gre. cecety mi 


eae 


C.M. Pirie-Gordon, Esq-, 
British Legation, 
Amma ne 


ins 


% » 7 . / BRITISH LEGATION, 
yl AOL, 
(s/10W/i8)e 5th April, 1948, 


5 
} 


1d 
0 ‘ 2 Nee 
Dear Hone, ¢ /_- 


Thank you for your letter No.S.F.252,46 dated 
Mareh, 1948, om the subject of Jisr Sheikh 





@iol)} C M PIRIE-SoRDOX 


E,D,Hone, Esq. 
Chief Secretary's Office, 
JERUSALEM, 





CMFG/HA, 
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H.Q. T.J FF. 
G/200 


AC ~ 
eS g[ cory 48- Ny % Apr ‘4s. 


SURJECT:=- T.J.F.F. Deserters. 





British Legation, 


Amman. \ oh sf 
he eae ae Nau a 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
communication ref S/1014/48 dated 30th March, 1948 enclosing 
a copy of a telegram from H.B.lM. Legation in Damascus, 


; I should be grateful if you would inform H.M. Minister 

in Damascus that the Officer Commanding the T.J.F.F. does 

not wish, at this late stage of the ri sot agaaa of the Force. 

to take any further action in the matter. e would however 
appreciate it if the deserters concerned might be informed 
through the Syrian Minister for Foreign Affairs that they | 
have now been struck off strength of the T.J.F.F., and are | 
not now entitled to any post discharge benefits or gratuities. 
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From:— 4H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—H.M,Minister, DAMASCUS, 


Despatched 5/4/48 (16.45) 





CONFIDENTIAL, LST / 

Your telegrem No.32 (oP-27th March, 1948} about Trensjordan 
Frontier Force Deserters. 

Following from Headquarters Trensjordan Frontier Force. 

We do not wish at this late stage of the disbandment of the 
Force to take any further action in the matter. We would however 
appreciate it if the deserters concerned might be informed through 
the Syrien Minister for Foreign Affairs that they have now been 
struck off strength of the Transjordan Frontier Force and are not 


now entitled to any post discharge benefits or gratuities, 


me per ire 


W49909, Did6é4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


TELEG. ADDRESS; 
PRODROME AMMAN. 


(8/10/48) 


EF. No. 


Officer 
—— 


ye. 
» % 
, \ ~\ 


rt tA Ce 
/\ 
BRITISH LEGATION, ayy \ 


6th gril, 1948, 


Reference to previous correspondenes 


(Your letter No.G/200 dated 2nd April, 1948). 


His Majesty's Minister presents his complims nts 
and has the honour to enclose, for information and 
the documents noted below :- 





(w/t) 
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From:— ,M,Minister, ALAN, To: 8008 Se r LONDON, 


Despatched 7/4/48 (11.30) Ruereet 


of 7th April, 1948 





IMPORTANT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.210 of 7th April, 


Repeated for informstion to Baghdad No, 41 SAVING. 
Beirut Noe 47 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 45 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 42 SAVING, no 
Jeddah No, 41 SAVING, ' 
B.M.E.O. No, 44 SAVING. 





CONFIDENTIAL, Jerusalem No, 56 s 
Arab Forces in Palestine. es 


Your telegram No.i31 (ef 31st March, 1948) to Cairo, 


1. I made the representations orally to the Prime Minister on the 
6th of April, He replied that for reasons of which I was awere the 
presence of the irregular Arab Forces in Palestine was as unwelcome 
to the Transjordan Government as it was to His Majesty's Government 
but that it had not been possible for Transjordan which was elready 
suspected by the other Arab States of having ulterior motives to 
persist in the original policy of denying volunteers from Syria 
passage across Transjordan territory. 


2. He pointed out that although in theory the irregular Arab 
forces were directed by a Committee of the Arab League in which all 
state members participated in practice the control was in the hands 
of the Syrian Government and that the Transjordan authorities had 
no say in the mtter, 


3. At my request the Prime Minister undertook to urge upon the 
other members of the Council of the Arab League at their forthcoming 
meeting the importance of the Arab farces in Palestine re 

from activities which would bring them into conflict with our forces 
or prejudice the Arab case before United Nations Organisation, 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. He/. oePe TO. 


m2e« 


He remarked in this connection that he would be up against 
the general belief by the Arabs that-it was only because they 
had resorted to violence that the American attitude towerds 
partition had been modified, ~ 
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From:—  S.OF Ss FeO. LONDON, To:— | 


Received 8/4/48 ? 
of 7th April, 1943, 








Despatched 8/L/1L8 










DMPORTANT. ‘ 
SECRET, 


Addressed to Cairo telegram Noo457 of April 7th end to Baghdad, 
Jedda, Beirut, Demascus, and Amman, 

Repeated for information to New York, Washington, B.M.E.0. 
and Jerusalem, 1D 

My telegram No.37) to Cairo, 

Sir A, Cadogan will now have (sent you)(2) copies of 
documents Nose P(NY)37 to 57. You may use the information 
eontained in any of the documents with the exception of Nosel7 
repeat (? gpeomitted ? 47) and 54 repeat She 


WS0057, DESI. SSM. otsorte’ ny dh, 


Gory 4 hy 3 
= 
T Hy éRAB LEGION, 


ADLAN, 
TRANSJORDAN, 
ALG/106 


25th March, 194.8. 


Hy PALESTINE 


The preservation of Allenby Bridge is of vital importance 
to Trans-Jordan. There is at present no road block on the bridge 
approaches on the Palestine side, with the result that a Jewish armd 
car could easily break through and reach the bridge, as was done last 
month by the Jews at Jisr SH. Husein. 


The arab Legion will accordingly build a road block at the 
entrance to the bridge head on the Palestine side. 


Would you kindly inform the Palestine Folice, should this 
be necessary. 


Brigadier 
Chief of General Staff 
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CHIEF SECRETARY ae OFFICE, 
JERUSALEM, 
PALESTINE. 





SECRET. 
S april,19h8. 
Dear Chancery, 


Headquarters Palestine have passed us a copy 
of the enclosed signal from Brigadier Glubb and 
asked for our advice on the terms of the reply to 
be returned. 


We have agreed with the General Officer 
Commanding that the Arab Legion should construct 4 
roed block on the Palestine side of Allenby Bridge, 
end Brigadier Glubb is being signalled accordingly 
by Headquarters Pelestine. 


We and the General Officer Commanding, however, sre 
rather surprised that Brigadier Glubb should thus 
have apparently intended that Areb Legion troops, 
not under the command of the General Officer 
Commanding, should take action on Pelestine territory 
without first obtaining the scauiescence of this 
Government or of Headquarters Palestine. He must 
surely realize th:t the status of the Arab Legion in 
Palestine has been one of the points constantly 
reised by the Jews and must, we imegine, know thet 
the Palestine Commission has evinced a ¢ood deal of 
interest in the subject. We have revlied to 
enquiries from all sources that all units and 
personnel of the Arab Legion in Palestine sre under 
the commend of the General Oi ficer Commanding. 


4 /It 


British Legation, ee ‘ \ 
Ammane 


ee) 


CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
JERUSALEM, 
PALESTINE. 


20 


It is therefore undesirable that any action should 
be taken by units of the Arab wegion not under 

the Generel] Officer Commanding's command which 
should tend to throw doubt on the complete 
eaccurecy of this answer. 


we end Headquarters Palestine would be glad if 
you could bring this espect to srigadier Glubb's 
attention and ensure that any further proposals 
of a similer nature sre put to us through you, 
ana thet no action is taken until our assent hes 
been cignified. 


Yours ever, 


ALE SECRETAR TaT . 





A 
By 


TELEG. ADDRESS: BRITISH LEGATION, 
PRODROME AMMAN, AMMAN, 
9th april, 198. 


Reference to previous correspondence 


EF. No. (8/2014 /%8)e 1 
Brigadier J.B.Glubb, CHG. DSO. OBE. , i, eo . 
SS Rab ingly /j 
4 inte. 


, 
/ Aes 


R Arab 
ABLAN, 





His Majesty's Minister presents his compliments 
and has the honour to enclose, for information and 
the documents noped below = 
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AdGressed to 3ecrctary of State ijo. 335 top secret i..iediate. 
repeated to ashi.cton jjo. 230 Top Secret (pleusecpass to UIDEL 
uBS MY O35 OSS. : 


TOP iI (please pass to g.bassador and PIC L.). 
S.iCRUT ‘a shdad. 
jaVilid. 36iFr ut. / 4 
Na.1aBCus f ff 
JEG Cue bi 
A iuidiie ~ 


Maltae (for C-in-7/7ED). 


uy telesraa jfo. 788 weurly intelliseace appreciati nm 


Uncertainty as to the outeouwe of the Security Joineil .ieeting 
has inhibited aajor political activity by both Jews and Arabs; 
and the Jews are also avaitin; the neeting of the General Zionist 
Council on 4th Avril. They heve derived coafort frou the continues. 
ation of the Palestine So.wJsissioa's labours, and will doubtless 
derive sowe further satisfaction fro. the absence of any direction 
by the Security Jouncil that the Goatission should cease to function 
pendiaz reconsideration of the Pelestine issue by the General 
Assceably. The expectation is even cxpressed th&t the Co.u:ission 
will nowinate a Jewish Provisional fovernucnt on or before 16th 
May. "hese however are virtually the only encouraging features 
of a dishvarteniag week for the Vishuv. it is becowing senerally 
realized that Fresideat trusan's staterzent was of less significance 
than was at first thought, and that Che U.S's ain is to secure 
recousiduration of the Pulcstine problea by General Asseubly de novo; 
it sce.is certaia thet the Jc.s will aow reject the pronosal for 
trustecshiv cven as a teuporary wcasurc, though they will not take 
action contrar, to whatever d cision the United Nations .1ay now 
take. 


Se jt is becowing inercasinsly apparent that the yishuv and its 
leaders are Geeply worried about the future. The intensification 

of Arab attacks on comiunications and particularly the failure 

of the Kfar tzion convoy probably the Yishuv's strongest armoured 
traasoort unit - to force a return passage has brought howe the 
precurious position of Jewish coiuuunities both great and s.iall which 
are Gcpendeat on supsly lines ru.aing through arab coatrolled 

countr. . jai particular it is now realized that the position of 
Jewish Jeruselea, where a food-scarcity already exists, is likely 

to be desparate after 15th ‘ay. The loss of a large nuwber of 
er.ioured veb.cles has shakca confideace in the belief that they are 
the aaswer to waost of the proble.is-of sup ly by road. To waintain 
“orale the Juewieh press hus been forced to fall back on the well- 
tricd expedicnt of exaz crating the exncay's losses; but it has been 
impossible ta concval that on the whole the balance of fighting seéus 
to havc turned tuch in favour of the Arabs, who heave strengthened 
their sositions in the larse towns, for.acrly their principal points 
of weakness, in aa attcupt to divcrt public speculation fro.i the 
long~-teri significance of the latest trends in the local “wilitary' 
situation, and fro. the wanifest ineptitudes of the 'Heaganah' co-1.end 
the Jewish press, the Jewish Accacy spokesman aud the Haganah radio 
have becn particularly vicious in thvir attacks o. the conduct of 
the security forccus. 


Se. it is apparcatly now thu af*icial line to sugsest the 

incompatiol.s theses thet the presence of the ar.ay haiapers “agana 
operat ions/ 
? oeLee 
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Dietitians 


(2) 


atic a.:d that the ebssu.icc of array assistance .aates it 

4M cible to supply outlyin:s Jewish scttleiacnts. The Jews in 
fact wish for the best of both worlds; to have frecdouw of action 
aad to be able to rely on the security forccs to cxtricatc theu 
froi the difricultics in which their auctions ilavolve thei. 


4. To judze fro the Arab press no support is forthcoming auong 
Palestine ».rabs for an interi. trsutccship. The inclination sectiis 
to bu to prvuss home what is believed to be a prescat Arab 

advait-7¢; aud to accept a trucc, if at all, only on terius 

Gasuring thet the balance will be further tipped in the Arab's 
‘favour. jt is clear that al:aost any fori of fo¥cign adiuinistration 
is suspcet of partiality tovards the Jes. Fenec aay trustcuship 
execpt that of the Arab stutcs is Pearcd likely to strvagthen 

the 4c .ish position r.lativcly to the Arabs. Therc is a growing 
consc*o.usness of th. adwinistrative aaurchy that is likely to prevail 
after 15th iay~e, “ut sencrally this is acccpted as largely 
lacvitable. A wienber of the srab iigher Cou ittce is yuoted as 
saying that in Arab a@.linistration only two Gepartiuents arc requ.site 
foc the tiae being: war aad supply. ‘Talastia" how.ver has becn 
critical of t. is attitudc, and has sus;cstcd that a systomu of 
Civilian ‘wilitary coversors' should be cstablished alongside the 
tailitury co.wuaaders',so that the latter should not be hawapurcd 

by huvins to attcad to waiters outside thcir sphere aad also in 
ordur to casurce thet so:a for. of civil aduiinistration continues; 
while pre Khalidi hus stated that the Arab Higher Co.u.ittce intecads 
to do all that it ca. for the waintcaance of at least the essential 
service of Govermicnt. 


5 The position of the “ews in the Old 3ity has azaia cowe into 
prowine acc. The §upreic .osle.i Gouncil replying to an invitation 

to &@ rounc table confurcnec vith represcatatives of the Rabbinate 

said that it did not think it could sive a fiaal reply and that 
therefore it did not considur that the conference would serve a uscful 
purpose; this is inatcrprvutcd to .can that it has referred the 

“attcr to the A.i1.c. for directions. The *roposal that the Hagana 
and th: dissident cleacats in the 01d City should be removed has 

becn characterized es "danzerous nonsense" by the Jewish Abeacy 
spokcus.ilane That Arab apvrchensions on this score arc not unrcason- 
able was illustrated during the weck b the killing of one British 
sOldicr and th. wounding of an officcr and 5 O.R's b_ Jews in the 

Old city; the stern Group has cxpressed satisfaction at this incident. 


Ge . particularly rceyretiablc casualt, of the weck was ‘!iiss J.M, 
Thoipsoa of the Depart:icat of Social .clfare «sho was shot and fatally 
wou.ded while .otoring on the Bethlche.i road b, persons believed to 


Ot JG'oBs 


Te \o the date for withérawal froa Jerusale: draws nearer both 

sides ar_ ccetting into positions frou which they hone to be able to 
occup, stratcsic points iwacdiatcly the Goverinuient and the security 
forces vacate thei. This preliuinary iaanoucvre has already resulted 
in nodal points of couwiunications in the town coaing under fire froia 
both sides; as it is likely that the proccss will continue and intensify 
it aay add considcrably to local difficultics. Local cxpectations 

is that aftcr 15th tiay Jerusile.1 will be one of the fiercest battle- 
CGAitrese Maifea had a guieter woul; the euduite strife on the Jaffa/ 
7él Aviv border hes contiaurée without «arkcd increase or diminution of 
intcusity. The blowia; up of the Quiro train b the dissidents with 
heavy Arab casucltics hus uddcc to the task of saintaining rail 

co. .iunications, 


ie grcat difiiculty is bein: cxncricaccd in adiinistering the prisons 
and dutcation caups siuc. local staff can ao Longer be relied upon. 
‘here have been several escapes of Jeu.s frou Athlit, ané four British 
subjects who had vécn comvietcd for offcnegs against the Defence 
(Diiergeacy) Regulations aad who were awaiting traasfuer to the U.K. 
succeeded in brvaking out of Acre prisons 

Ge ™ou Stcrn Group has made a broadcast reaffirming its belief 


eee close alliance with U.$8.3.R. is the correct policy for the 
Vishuv. 5 


oF 





QONFIDENTIAL. 
Adéressed 
repeated to Jerusalem No. 58 and gaving to B.M.E.0. Noll, 
UeK. Del. New York Ho. 1 Bagdad No. 6, 
Cairo No. 3, Beirut No. 7a ee 
Menbers of the Arab Higher Committee present in 
Damascus for ceremonies in honour of the late Saadallah 
Jabri are reported in the Damascus Press to have met 
under the Presidency of the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem and to 
have called on Arab officials in Palestine to stay at 
their posts. 
2. There are indications that the presence of the ex~- 


Mufti and the del 


te Foreign Office telegram No. 177 


iberations of the Arab Higher Comittee 


in Damascus are not welcome to the Syrian Goverament 
and President; this is probably besmuse of the Mufti's 
obvious intention to build uw Abdul as 
the leader of the strongest Arab force in Pal estine. 


: , VU SV subet | 

Ife 3 : * 3 olf 

ok ‘ 2 PAN, Iu SICASE SV pith 
ASI sie 


eps dmlee pé ie al HY GF JE gee, ciel F “Lilac hd ba 
Vai FL, SLL UI IS oe ph YI pd a Fly Qed pb po Col, 
Ls eg jeg gee JL VY pay be I Dep tlclctien pe bi yb 
Ly —— oe byl PREVI nee GLE, eb leVlall JO baal Yst tire gy 
Spt, ge gill Ay pt he shod we al JF GALL Sle Fi ape, LS 
Jig! yy ty Fie pat pat ooety Serle SEY GY ger pe stance! 
poe ale tage oe bl oF le peal Lad bal LI ba bit bin 
ope 6 Ge SER Gl oy PEVi dell ESI lal be al eV 
oI DLL ble YI le Ebb LB poke. Lp G.ere GIy! 
CNL > Geek poy DEM pe ally cpl ty ep A SEW 
wee ge LS Ul bape Lid QL JU eb Gibl ol JS 
cas Leal oe wild LYN Jee HG GF OY Gt Al dary GS 
ple SLY bing Lin gy gl aly teper Lol pe Ls YF opel Sl. IF 
Dingle Getz le phony nts dam pall pl eee ail ge Lt WE Slay lie Game 
app line Spxjldy dora l ainjy te 25, FL ge Il EL Be WS Ls Lee 
ol uit GLa! UNE clit, gba, ELI ol, «de 
poly ttl lee Jam, LE SY eal pe le ole QOL Sal MS Ll 
ata) sist all aly apt bee be pi Wome Jylie soul, 
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Code er 
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From:— S.OF S, F.O. LONDON, To :—H,M,Minister, AMMAN, 





Received 12/4/48 (11.10) © 
10th April, 1948, 







Despatched 12/4/48 (11,00) 
No. 220 of 





SECRET, 
Addressed to Amman telegram Noe220 of April 10th, 


Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. UKDEL New York, Cairo, 
Baghdad, Jedda, (gpeundec. ? Beirut intended) Damascus, Washin¢ton 
and Jerusalem, 


We shall be grateful for up to date appreciation of King 
Abdullah's intentions with regerd to Palestine, Do you think 
he still proposes to send the Arab Legion into Palestine after 
May 15th ? Has he any understanding on this subject with . 
the committee of the Arab League which is directing operations 
in Palestine ? 


2. We realise that it my be impossible to give definite 
answers to these questions and thet the King himself mey be 


undecided but your ow estimation of the probabilities would 
- be valuable. ; 


| tj 
Copy to:- S/873/L6. 


(Pu/tA). “= 


* OW35s. DESO. BOM. cctaorts. 1th, 


(w/t) | ras w.s/ov/i8,. / TELEGRAM./ iy . (fe 
Cypher ks 
A inn 


Cleas. 
From:— 4H.M,.Minister, AMMAN, 











Despatched 135.4.48 (16. 45) Received 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,224 of 13th April. 
Repeated for information to Washington No, 11 (Please pass to 
UKDEL as my No.5) 
Baghdad Noe 4, SAVING, 
Beirut No, 50 SAVING, 
Cairo Nos 48 SAVING, 
Damascus No. 42. SAVING, 
Jeddah No. 4d, SAVING. 
BM.E.O. Noe 47 SAVING, 
SECRET, Je Now 60 SAVING, 
PALESTINE. nf 


Ue 
Your telegram No,220 (of 10th April, 1948). 


1, As for as I am aware the intentions of the Transjordan authorities 
with regard to the Areb areas of Felestine after the 15th of May are 
unchanged but the plans for their exeoution are still somewhat fluid, 


2. ‘Transjordan has never made any secret of these intentions in 

Arab League querters and the proposed moves are described as constitu- 
ting a temporary military occupation to protect the Arab areas, There.. 
is however nothing in the nature of an understanding on the subject, 


3. ##There are an increasing nunber of indications that the presence 
of regular Avab troops would be welcomed by the Arabs of Fulestine 
who are finding the various Arab partisan groups now in thet country 
rather trying guestse 


Foreign Office please pass to Waf'tington and UKDEL New York as 
ny telegrams Nos,11 and 5 respectively. 


Ree Sr ee 


(asK/ay/ita). qa / 


'W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


, (W/2) 
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Cypher 








cade 
Ctear 
From:— ,.M.Minister, JIL, To :—syor” Th oom 
Despatched 13.4448 (17,54) Reeeived 
13th April, 1945, 
SECRET, 
PALESTINE. f 
— 


Following for Burrows, With reference to my telegram No,22) 
(of 13th April, 1948). 


The following ere edditional details of the Transjordan inten= 
tions about noerue which may be of interest to yous 


2. The general idea seems to be to estsblish units of the Arab 
Legion at Hebron, Ramallah end Nablus es a first step and then to 
decide further moves in the light of events. It is realised that 
Jerusalem presents too big a problem for the Arab Legion to deel with 
alone and that Western Galilee is too remote with communications 


through a Jewish area, 


3, The Gaza, Hebron and Remallah areas appear to be in favour of 
this occupation and the notables there express their feelings openly, 
Nablus with the Army of Liberation et its gates is more ceutious 

but has not shown opposition to the scheme, Jaffa, Lydda and Ramleh 
are terrorised by the Muftis followers who have threatened to murder 
anyone who has dealings with the Areb Legion, Beersheba, is terro- 
rised by the Jews and would welcome any saviour, 


he The Palace end the Arab Legion maintain friendly contacts with 
Feuzi Kaoukji who appears to be manoeuvring so as to be sure of being 
on the predominating Arab side whichever it is, 


Prior to his death Abdel Jeder el Husseini was also on visiting 
terms with the Arab Legion but the attitude of his successor is 
unknown. Hassan Salameh is openly hostile, 


5/eee2 


'W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code -2- 

Clear 

From :— To 
Despatched Received 





5, It cannot be said that any understanding has been reached with 
the military committee of the Arab League but no secret has been 
made of the Transjordan intentions in talks with that body, Inci- 
dentally the degree of control exercised by this committee over 
operations in Palestine seems to be slight although it has the 
privilege of supplying the Arab partisans with money and equipment, 


6, The Prime Minister of Transjordan is considering inviting 

the other Arab states to participate in any military move which is 
made efter the 15th of May. He enticipates that in fact they 
could do little, Egypt sand Iraq have already indicated that they 
cannot spsre troops, Saudi Arabia end the Lebanon have no one to 
send and Syria has already sent a great deal of equipment to 

the Army of Liberation, 


7. The present intention is to avoid a clash with the Jews but 
whether or not this will be possible remains to be seen, 


(ASK/HL/HA). 


W49909, DI664, 35m In 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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From:— WighComa, JERUSALEM. /°‘-H.M.Ministdr, 


Despatched 14/4/48 (09.30) Received 14/4/48 (11.05) 





SECRET. 


Addressed to Secretary of State 973. 


Repeated to UKDEL 1015 (Washington please pass) 
Memin 7, Amman 1016, Damascus 1017. 


Incursion(1) into Palestine. 


Reliable information indicates that on the morning 
of March 26th a party of 300 — 400 armed Arabs reported 
to be T-Jordanians passed through NABLUS towards JENIN. 
They are said to have been equipped with artillery. 


2. A report still unconfirmed(1) says a new contingent 
of the Arab liberation army entered Palestine in the 
last weeks of March and took up position in ACRE sub= 
districte The report puts its numbers as high as 

1500. 


W30057, DISDO, SOM. ctaorte. 14d. 


ee o 
413 Cleerr aS “A, 


fe) yy) 
ad Seeretarr of State 
6/4/48 at 1300 arm. Z 


“oe872 Inmedivte GY 
Repeated ushington Noe2%He UK ul NoeM1e DVarnaccve Hoe 20 


Sevings Memin (pl ose -ase to Anbasasdor, Cein-C) Seirute 
ammanme Jed@te Adene Sriiish Consul Aleppo. 





(1) Jews were etill in secepetion of GAST", Village, dervsculer 
Metrict (vee ay teleg.en 658 peragraph (1)) end put op 
barber wire defencese porsdie (iring took :lace throughout 
tbe coy bet no eecuelities heve been reported. The number o/ 
deve in ,AUTEL is estinsted st 225. 


(2) In carly teurs of the vornine a lerge party of Jevs 
atiectou building oreviovcly used o6 Steir College, 
SANAY MD, Romle subedietrict. It is now reported to be 
headquarters of Are’ sense opereting in the arepe Bullidingr | 
were extensively demaced by gaxkx explosives and Arsb 
ensusities are believed to be 16 kLlle and 12 wounded. 
Uthere mer be buried under debrite 


(3) Svring atch ril bth/Sth o Britich MeGeGe in 81 Alemein 
{ RU 


em Je) Lat wae ehot 224 kille: © bullet durinore oan 
exchanre o: tre betreen guteren ond Melor Haine 
(4) 2uring sfiternoon of April 4@ mortar ond owll-arms fire 


as @lreeted by Arabs at MISHEA: HA°EMEK Colony, Helife 
Districte iire wac also opened from 6 camontlaged armours: 
Carte Mine hovees und the cely school vere domagede 
Firine also troke out vesteriaye Folloving Jewish 
easvaltice have ao isr been veporteds killed & wounded 4 
seriouciy 2 Slightly. heportse thst arebs vecd 25 pouner 
in the attack, um suceeded in occupying the colony, are 
mot repent not contirmed. 


(5) in -thes ineidents foll wing eacunlties  ecurreds- 


Bricich 1 wounded 
Ar.bs 2 killed : 
8 wounded 
seve 2 rilled 
6 woundede 
(mr. Hone) 
T/ts 


Fron: HIGH COMMISSIONER FoR PAlesTiliik. To: Secretary of State. Q ( jos 


bespute:® : 7-448 at 1800 hrs. pr 
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No.891 Immediate. | 
on 
Repeated Washington No.239. UKDEL No.92l;. Dumascus No.925. 


Saving: MEMIN (pl. pass to Ambassador, C-in-C) Beirut. Amman, 
Jedda, sden, British Consul Aleppo. 


INCIDENT REPORT APRIL 6th. 


(1) Jews are still in occupation of \WASTEL Village, but arabs 
have taken snd destroyed SUB’ Quarries nearby which Jews had occupied. 
There was sporadic firing at Qastel during the day and Arabs are 
reported to have used mortars in attack on Jewish Colony of MOTZA 
which is in this area. Unconfirmed Arab reported stated 15 Jewish 
bodies were lying in vicinity of Sub' Quarmies. Military report Jaffa/ 
Jerusalem road was blown up at three places near \“astel but road is 
still passable to traffic. Early this morning (April 7th) Jewish 
aircraft dropped bombs over ..rabs surrounding  astel. 


(2) My telegram 874. Following is fuller account of attack on 
military camp at PARDESS HANNA. At O7OO hours yesterday an armoured 
Scout car with military markings followed by an armoured personnel 
carrier reported bearing police markings and a green 3 ton truck drove 
into Camp on Pardess Hanna-Karkur road. Armed Jews jumped out of 
the vehicles held up sentry and forced him into the guard room where 
he and three other members of the guard were stood up against a wall, 
shot in the back and killed. At same time signals clerk nearby was 
held up and radio sets and wireless mast were destroyed by explosives. 
Jews then drove their vehicles into centre of Camp and took up strategic 
positions from which continuous fire was poured into surrounding buildin; 
Under cover of this fire, which killed the 0.C. and two british other 
ranks, and wounded 8 others, a party of Jews raided the three camp 
armouries. Jews eventually withdrew taking 62 rifles, 38 sten guns, 

18 bren guns, 4 PLATS and a quantity of ammmition. Two half=tracked 
vehicles were also taken but one was abandoned near the Camp and hus 

been recovered. Some of the Jews were dressed in police unifams and 
others in army uniforms. All attackers escaped as far as is know 

without casualties. Prior to the attack roads in thevicinity had been 
mined. Earlier report that 4 of the attackers hadbeen mptured is not 
correct. 


(3) During the afternoon in SAFAD area a Britich soldier was killed 
end another wounded when vehicle in which they were travelling was fired 
upon by Arabs. 


(4) During morning o@& April 5th in HaIFA area military vehicles were 
fired upon by arabs. A british officer and 2 British other rmks were 


wounded. 
(5) In other incidents following casualties occurred:- 
A British 1 wounded, 
NY Arebs 3 killed 
, 13 wounded. 


Jews killed 


.. Shorlfaf. 1 wounded, 


~~ 


vegrevor oF Gierve 


Yi A~ f 
Moe 2 Invned inte 


epested cehine ton Heedlf UK © NoeG30 Darescus Noe 159 





avings MUMIN (plesse pane te ocbessacor, Celn-0), Beirut. 
mrane VJeGdsie Altite Britich .oneul -leppoe 


IMC TINT PORT APRIL 7ta 5 : 


(1) According to 6m Sammkaxmm unconfirmed repost 
menmbe:s of Hagann secepled Arab viliages of KHULDA and » Ix 
UH I-IN in Remle Gub-Distriet. One Arend wos kilied in 
vicinity of the tro villaget.e 


(2) At WI tea. Eat uuse (eee oy telegren 872 
aregrech (4)) © mecting was errenged between represent «tives ' 
irom the devish Colony ead lecel Areb leaders and it wes sgreci 
that truce should be enforeed ior 2 hours. <Arube heve 
comended (a) that Jews «111 not snipe ct areb read trefrie 
(®) thet Beoann will an cerry cut reprise] reids on are 
Viilesec in vieinkty of she colony. Jewksh reply to (bb) has 
been referred te Hesnne Headquerters Lalie and further meeting 
is being arranred ‘or teé@ay. “Llitary ere evaeustinor Youen 
sn eild en from the ecolonre 








(3) wring alpht April 6th/7th wmil aime fire end 
explenions were berrd fren oAcVEL eres, Four avubs sere later 
sdmit teé to horpitel aufferines frem bullet wounts. 

(h) Sooy of on unidentified =nle Jew hre been toon 
none militer cmp Panne HaNMa (eee my telegram 891 
peragraph (2)). 


(5) In other tneidente following ecazcualtics cecurredie 


rabs ¢ killed 
2 wounded 


deus 2 killed 
5 wounded 


( cle fone) 
8/4 
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To.  PRODROME AMMAN 
RE TAR 0 S QO : a N 
a-93 BHASHINETO 
242 UKDEL| 946 DAMBSCUS 247 BEIR 
950 MEMIN 41 ( PLEASE| PASS TO AMBI C ) SAVING 


cn 


ADEN BRITISH CONSUL ALEPPO 






ARAB SOURCES THAT AR :& 


eS 


cu wu E| 
BRITISH PESONS TOOK P RT. tN THE TACK ARAB Jources STATE 
ee ee ee 


\ ; 
THAT THEIR CASUALTISS| "FRE 6 KILLED AND 15 WOUNDED AND ' 


_——— 


THATHEAVY CASUALTIES (NCLUDING Sp DEAD WERE |INFLICTED ’ 
QN JEWS A 1t-ENSINEERS| POTURINING [TO VECUSALEM 
ALONG JERUSALEM / JAFFA ROAD MET A] PARTY OF S0_JESS OST —- 
OF WHOM WER c EX DRIVENSOUT | 
OF (ASTELEXRM 3 © EVENING ARAS HIGHER COMMITTEE 


I) wHO LED THE ATTACK HAD 


< (~~ 
e (pb 


42 Clecr ‘a, 7 
/ So gfert WY fs veeretary of otete 
9/4 4S at 15350 hrs. & 


NoeMHQ loomed ivie SY | 


al? 
epevted: aphington Moe2hS. UF DZ BieG53F. Damocus NuvePSh. 


aviuces MiMIN (pleese puss to imbasaedor, Cein-C). 
Belrute Amun. deddae. Aden. Uriiion consul slepro 


IME? KBPOAT aril OB 


(1) “eeapture of GA o. By Arebe hae heen seperetely 
reported. 
(2) eamodie firing broke ov! durins the der in 


TIBUBABs Cenusit lee were Jews 2 killed 6 sounded Arebsa 2 
killed (ine uding one “ember of Arsh Legion) § wounded, 
Unidad: miited 1 killed. 


(3) vering ni bt April 7th/Sth Jere attacked 
Bel IK A Village, Jeruvcsler istrict, kiliing one Aare cirle 
i. is veperted that arnts retornes the fire, «killin: two Jevs 


und EASED capturing 2 Bren run, four -iflee ond e Jerich 
'yuetke This le an Saexx vnconf timed reporte 
(4) Gn mornin, of aget 7th into ™ tion wee reeetved 
that dewich Colony of Lon YoY BaBa Nev’ tm Gelilee tstrict 
was belug ottrokrd. wAHiliery omrty endesvoures to reoch 
the Coleny bu ee hel ovine to eon’ ltion of rouds, Thie 
arty wae “ireé on bot: by Jer nm’ Arnbe ams one Bellehe 
re lightly esunded, [4 is rensrte het one “ew wee killed 
em! & wounide: urine attwek on th Colsryre 
(5) “aevelites Im other ineidents verete 
‘rubs & killed 
11 wounued 
Jews & killed 
& wounded 
(Mre uone) 
1u/e 


| 


12 clear << So / 107 


. ; j 
Re shorts See e.ary of Btate 


10/4,%5 ot 4} are. &. 
j 

4 

| 


2 


ae 

(FS | 
0988 Iemodiote ‘fF O 
Fonmated -eehingtom YoeihG. oF «i Noes Sermecun Woe 920 


‘aving 9¢I3 (pleser ome to AeBaovad.r, Gelnmtt} Reirut. 
Arwnnte d@ide, Afeng Britten Congyl Aleppoe 





(1) oll wing © beavy Jewish mprter bemberGwent = rebs 
evacested .A TM. amu seus reespierec the vi lege. Joes 
believes to be Blowing ep the houses Guring the nivht. 

Large forees of Arots equbpped «ith armoured cere, fiels guns 
end @liliery ty « tremepert getheres in the gree dering the 
evening. Uniden ified lamen vellewed Jewish drayp od bombe 
ie arene of £80 ii eat Sfiob, neer wastel. (me ci these 
uamage slrelews wast c' Sasb olice tation, arnh sourece 
clsi- het wp te tine of resecupetion of qmste! ecagueltion were 
deve Je cllie Ao-obs 3 Killed 96 sounded. 


(2) Ap voxivstely 200 gevo attseked © i) YACOLIY Areb 
vi. .age «ere cle Pitt tore t ‘he game time eleht arwoure: 
vebi¢les Grove tale tty vi lage on¢isid ex-lesive charger 
which Gertrorec five bovcswee. The situsiion te eomferet but 
yretemtay evening i+ vas eporte: that pert of tie viliege 
Wee et) il cowpled by -reba, *het both sides had suffered 
enesualiiecs asd shet 20 oreb woewen end eRblorea were neld 
prisoners oy Jest. Acooréi ag te leter repo,ts ders hed coker 
e@ ine wEligge, ond (he 20 o rab oriecrere pod been Browsnt to 
derescle> ans relcean@de 6+ & veer cunferenes to foreten 
(mostly A-vwriesa, eurrespomienss &{ wae stated thet thie woe 
Om Te ‘elesitern operation carricg ovt wim <tih eno Louge 
c Regen. 


(3) Tatereitten: firtnr ceeurres at *T HitA) Fa THEX, 


he truce gas broten by trete cue, {1 wor Stated, en 
ettae: by Jerr on GPLABIY ’ whes 2 i rabe were £iLte6s 


(4) In ether tnelcentc meammke ccspaltles were: 
room 8 woww ed 


Jews & «illiled 
2 voumede 





(" ve Hone) 
12/h 


ee 725/2 — 
- (10) 
‘eerctary Of . tate. . 





Beick. ast 1300 — | Ke 


A 


He. Sul Pereated to avhing fon Ws 21D, Gis Woo Hg cumecas 
On B61 BiiVing: att 46678 peBe lo cbasendosr 
«bie s iow, OS Mh, Fed, den, ep’ ed oneal 
Lape 


i” ; . 16th 


(Lh; APPR is Bor copertal te be in Peb AMAtte {Pee Re Cuiel 
darise aight spril 7 Me 


2) Goring eftermgon © odlitery ewhicies preeee@ing to Jeruenieas 
pas) @ eanves af covink veRtelen on the gaffe read,  rebe sho 
wer layin. Seew omrles fire on the enavey Rit onc of the whiiter: 
VORAC Lets 0 “ritiel soldiers Were killed emi & slichitily *ounte|. 








(Ss Brioag eveaiag low: empleeione sere heard iron pap eheliing 
af 3 wich qearters ef bcil B.AdRay Fw oFioe. and CLV BAU | 
ao 2 dervesian.. ime vow waekilled 


(4) varing might «pril Jth/10th omea raba ea ered iydda relia’ 
250. heid a the etff, -nd e'cle srengee aad Bran valuci at 
J 


{3} nae the day 22 ~rabe from 8614 fo 149 ares were aditiad 
to hoeritele in Jerugeles, colferia Cre shewnei set bailet 
WU Be 


(G) AaPing evening oF Pil OH in Gi) U§elEiet a adlitery trues 
wat bleen ap by & Dine. a ezehompe oi (bre thea toon ploce 
celween Tritieh Bolelere sd unknown perssat, in courte of which 
Ome Soldier was <Lhidde msbe im the sren @eay responeibiiity 
for the atiack omt stete that the «ines bet been ieid by Jers. 


v7 im other ineidents yuctemuy Peliowin: esaslk: lee s6eurreds- 


webs  Hi~led 
ted 


FRCP 


i 


(om Hone 12/b/48 


a =—™s 


f — ae.) 
L 
NL n Br, , 


2300 bre. L2cheliBe 


Reape ated wanneanie mOoLY 986, romecus 967, 


owing: MuviIn k2 se pans to mbeserdors 
: (ple rm ey 
Britieh « sneak Leppee 





MCI DAT RPT APRIL th. 


(2) During the aftermoon tnke out between robs and 
Jews in (T0008 even of Your rere wournied 
by Jewieh eni ning, ine lud ing anasten’ | Goneul JOeneral, 


(2) imring the eftermoon in sMiUVUTH three British soldiere 
sitting in » café were attesked by four ormed Jews. ne lritish 
soldier was killed and and three eten guns were stolen. 


(3) Daring april 20th orebe working on DEI. (BLM 
lends (veza Dietrict) were fired upon Jews ond 6 .rabs wore 
arty of Arebs later ot Dier el Ballsh 

Jewish setti » Militexy intervened md firing ce 


(4) In other idente following ceogualties o currcd:- 
arvebs 6 killed & wounded, 
Jews i wunded. 
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Despatched U/4/48 (21.15) Received 15/4/48 (10,20) 
No. 1038 of  Usth April, 1948, 















MEDIATE, 
x 
Addressed to Damescus 132, 


Repeated to Secretary of State 986, Washington 261 UKDEL 1034, 
(Weshington please pass) Beirut 1036, Amman 1038, Baghded 36 


Memin 47. . . 

& me .. awvtted’ J. 

2, <S-perticn-—emitted) Grateful for your(1) coments 
low © 


on the reliability of this report. .If it is correct that such a 
force is on the point of entering Palestine I hope the strongest 
representations will »e made to the Governments of the Arab 
States concerned against this serious addition to the extremely 


grave problems connected with our evacuation from Falestine. 


(Hn: /DW/HA). 


W300K7, DISSO. SOM. ctsorte. 10/45, 
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From :— 3.M,Minister, DALAS“TS, To :—HM. te teh f Arun. 


Despatched 15/4/48 (12,15) Received = 15/1,/48 (12,25) 
of U,th April, 1948. 








Addressed to Foreign Office(1) 183, 


Repeated to Beirut, Cairo, Brghdad, Amman, Memin, Jerusslem, Jedda, 
UKDEL New York and Weshington. : 


\ ) 
CONFIDENTIAL, f Y) 
Hy telegram No.1(1)68(1).—~ 


Infiltration of volunteers into Palestine, 


memorandum sent to me by the Syrian’ Government in réply to 

the representetions recorded in my telegram under reference, The 
contents of this memorandum bears a general resemblance to what 
the Minister for Foreign Af airs hes seid to me on more than(1) 
one occasion, In fact no such memorandum(1) has been sent 

and from enquir‘es nade at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs it 
appears that none is in preparation(1), 


The local Press carries what Pid Gow to be the contents of 5 
1 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL New York, Washington and 
Jerusalem as my telegrams Nos,}2, 9 and 63 respectively, 


Cairo please pass to 3.M.E.0. as my telegram No.72, 


(HIM/JFS/HA), A ae 


Wiow57. Disne, SOM. ctsortss yds, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Né.227 of 16th April, 
Repeated for information to Jerusalem Noe 28 
Baghdad No. 45 SAVING, 
Beirut Noe 51 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 49 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 45 SAVING, 
Jeddah No. 45 SAVING, 
SEORET, BME O. No, 48 SAVING, 
PALESTINE, (\0\ 


My telegram No.22) (of Din April, 1948). [| 
1. Arab Legion sources of information report # general collapse of 


Arab morale in Palestine extending to the 


of Iyberation whose 





commander is stating that his position is or‘itical and thet he needs 


more troops urgently, This collapse 
it is typical of the temperamental 
Middle East. It may well be that 







or may not be temporery but 
es of the inhabitants of the 
report referred to in Jerusa= 


lem's telegram to Damascus No.1031-(of Uth April, 1948) about 
reinforcenents is an attempt to re-establish confidence as there is 
no information here to indicate that the "Second Areb Army" exists, 


2, At this juncture King Abdullah sent a telegraphic message to 
the Political Committee of the Arab League sitting at Cairo offering 
to undertake the rescue of Palestine (no date mentioned) with the 
Arab Legions As 2 result Ismail Safwat arrived in Amman yesterday 
bearing 2 letter from Azzem to the King accepting the King's offer 
with gratitude and asking him to co-ordinate details with the bearer 


of the letter, 


W49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


35/ece2 





3  Wyndam correspondent of the Sundoy Times arrived here yester= 
day from Damascus and told Glubb thet he had spoken to Azzam about kk 
the situation, Azzam had said that it had been evident for some 
time that Fauzi Kaoukji was no good and that the Arab states were 
unable to supply sufficient resources to the partisans in Palestine 
to enable them to defeat the Jews. In the circumstances Azzam 

felt that there wes no alternative to letting Transjordan do the job 
on condition that Palestine mst be taken over as a whole and remin 
an Arab State, There must be no acceptance by Transjordan of 
partition, 


le Following the Deir Yasseen massecre King Abdulleh received a 
telegram from the Jewish Agency denouncing the I,Z.L, for having 
acted as they did and disclaiming responsibility, They went on to 
say that as hostilities appeared to be ineviteble they hoped that the . 
Arabs would agree to abide by the terms of the Iague Convention 
_vegarding the conduct of war. 


The Royal Diwan replied in non commital terms saying that the 
Jewish Agency could not divest itself of responsibility for what 
happened in Palestins. 

5. I will see the King to-morrow and I will probably be able to 


express some opinion on these events, In the meanwhile ¥ will 
not delay reporting them, ; 


ee ee eee 


ASK/HIM/HA. 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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JEDDA. poRSIGN OFFICE. 
12.30hrs. /l/4yB ~ a 
136 April 5th 1948. 
Addressed to Poreign Office telegram No.136 the 5th 
April repeated SAVING to Amman No.11, B No.16, 


Beirut No.18, C,iro No.10, Damascus N s B.M.E.O. No.th, 
U.K. Del No.3, 
heg=Y¥ork otk 


Washington No.5 Jerusalem Noe3d- 


Your telegram No.431- to Cairo: PALESTINE. 


In the absence in Riyadh of Shaikh Yusuf Yasin I 
have addressed a first person Note on the lines indicated 
to the Amir Faisal in Mecca. In view of the King's 
undertaking, which I believe to have been respecied, to do 
nothing which might embarrass us in Palestine, I have 
avoided all implication that any bands may have left 
Saudi Arabia for Palestine, and phrased it as a request 
to the King to use his 2nfluence to persuade others 
to respect Palestinian territory. 
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| jal 


From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To :—Hich Commissioner ,JERUSALEM, 


(12. 15) Received 






Despatched 15/4/18 
of 15th April, 1948, 


fas 


Your telegram No,1$2 to scus repeated to Amman No, 1038, 








Please check and repeat from address to paragreph 2. 


(MH/HA). 


'W49909, Diéé4. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


Arq) 
Government of Palestine. \ hh 


1S! wy Chief Sectelaty % OY “ce, 






keller please ge is : 
date and “Sliotyiea 
bes a7 ate ‘43. f 
wrecooe Cet. * . ae + 
CL 231 JUL dd 
a Mia p 
a 
Dear Che ? 
i reference to your 
lettgr No. (S/1014/48) dated 
30 Merch, regerding import 


licences for consignments of 
food from Trensjordan, I should 
like to tell you *het the matter 
is under consideration. 


Yours ever, 
JERUSALEM SECRSTARI..T. 


British Legation 
Ammen. 
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n My telesiam Jo. 6553 weekly intciligence apprecistio 
There is little indication eas yet or the response of either 

community to the Security Council's cell for a truce. To my appeol 
io. en imncaiete " cease fire" the Jews heave replied that if the 
srabs ecese fire first they will clso do so, another provision 
yeine freedom of movement on 411 rvucdse I have not yet received 
the orficiel re:ly from the arabs. -ction is continuing. Local 
impression is that the arabs till Bi cept a truce if pertition is 
explicitly counconed and pro ided sefecuzrds are assured thet the 
Jes will not de evic to imp.ove shcir “military position 
relevive to the are.se Jews are vaiting on the outcome of the cis= 
cussion: in the Generel sionist Council session nov in progress 
in el avive The dcelezates in their turn ere »e rorted to be awaiting 
more definite invormcation of tne intentions o: the Security 
Council, end in »sarticular of the u.5., a2 to be anxious to avoid 
committin: themselves to eny course vuich might seem to sucgest 
thet the Jexs ere wnadle, if necessery to cnfoice pertition un- 
eidcde 





2e rsobebdly in orcer to ccemonstrate that trey vere not cowed 

y their political reverses or by tuc unfortunate outcome of the 
Kfar Ltzion Sree the Hercnehn has been particularly agcressive 
durin: the vecte Un 35rde april a strong force occupicd the arab 
village ox Gestel, a stiretegzie point on the Jeruselem-Jaffa 
noed, wcwirly intensive local firshting develoncd as a result of 
this operation, durin, «hich the Jews used lizht aircraft bota to 
supply their forces enc to bomb ara positions. On Thursday efter- 
noon the Arebs succeeded in reoccupyin: the villege. Abdul Qadr 
usseéini was killed lecding the Yintl essault and several of his 
lieutenents ere reported to hare been * ovnded. Tue extent of Jewish 
casuclties is nov vet kno n. Phe Jcws suoceciently reentered the 
villeze on 9vh. april eu: also seized part of the village ov Deir 
Yeccin.e Lhe latter operation is peclieved to heve been & joint 
seers Stern “roup enterprice wuaderveken with ‘no: ledge of the 
Hagenehe arub cesucliies ere believed to hive bcen heavy. 

The Gisridenvs here stated thet vane seizure of Deir Yassin is the 
first step to reclizing the Greater Jevish Stete bn the vhole of 
Palestine ead frens-<Jordene 


he fac arebs here been on the offensive-in the Nortne A 

susteined atteck on hishmar Hevmek, -hich Ta:ai haverji is osia 

to heve cown idea in persen, was en iznominious vlascoe Coniused 
ichtin. hes .cen in p:ogr.se intermittcatly through tne week in 

the Hulehe H.iffe hes hov'cver beea icter; th: .rabs are ceid to 

be recor: enizinzg. On the Jeff -l «. iv sorcer the citiation remains 
mchangede Phere me becn considerable viring in Jeruszlem but 

Neictsuer side poe cine. The Gaza Gistrict has ned <¢ relatively 


uueventrul ; are rumours. of en gyotien concentration 
at xmefeh un aer Aziz €1 wdesrie Sémeriz his 9 












sen evict, but 
elements of its fideretion army oppéscntly verticinetcd in the 


/oichmer 






Shmer Helmck cn ccentente Murtnrer licge scele infiltrzicvions of 
forcign treined irreculers cre rcvorted from cemeria end Gelilee 
out leck conrirmatione. 


5. The future of tne ara: commend in Jerusclem end central 
Pelt..tinc folloring tie dGecth of sodul ader siusseini cn® the re=- 
meted vitharevel i disgrece of dissan cil..medn is for tae present 
uncertiin.e It ic srobdasle honcve:, th. vt tae ..ufti *ill cndezvour 

to secure the succession ior otner ox hic nowinees thouzh no ob= 
viout ccadidetc syzrects himziels. On the other acnd an cette..5t 

wey be mde to Seize tac opportunity to unify the Pole: t ne commend 
under tac Lioerution armye 


6 Sw7.00.% Yor Kine «sdvllch i: wevorted to sc . roving perticu= 
lisiy in the rurel ecrcise cn convricutory fector hes becn tae post= 
im; 08 acéb Legion cetichiicnis to the larger srad towns. Kin: 
abdulici it rumourea to heute re ched on understinain, ‘ith sovai 
Kev cettji for c -certcd ection citer l5the tie 





Te Necides the de*tth eto tude to tic tructeeship cnd truce 

the C.aeC. hes on its asend: the “icench - i. .C. agree- 
‘ de estiolithnent of « Jevish Covi. aun” the coootion of eddi- 
tioncl mmbers to tie Je ish axency -xecuti-¢. i.chtevins orexcure 
sor the procl.merion of a Jewish covte imme@i: .cly it becomes 

one tint tae Ue. he € aben oned pertition ifs si.i- te be etronr. 


v 














the nosition rezerdi the sic; cnche sae se acrescnent is not cleare 
Ons Faken aceney ofticicl hes dcclerea oo bOt: pertics neve 
SLeEscd an wt the devish Agency hes Batizicd ite fron enother 
devich Sues vource it if understood tirt “en Gurion ans others 





ave rtill steniing cut inst of asreemcnt. Ticre is hoverer little 
nut tut the zgencey ant the Ha encan have avandtoncd any atte wot 
? 





to crecicate the aiesicents nile in J-ruselem et lecest tre two 
Oc: Nik. tions appear to dc > orkin: tide by side on parallel lines. 
th wordition is probe ly the ceme in Pel aviv ind Heife cna no 
agoubt im ovher Jewich urdsn centrcs ‘acre tac dissidents he ve a 
Siscesle ioltlovin: ena --uere Je-sish defences cre lare.iy AGcpendent 


OW ENE we. 60'S Men-povere 





je the murderous atteck on 6the april on the militezy czmp st 
Peruces 26.0nt in which an officer and five S.C. s vere killed 
hes pecn ecimowledsed as. the vork of the seat. Lhe mixitary auth= 
Oritics heve in consecxucnce closed 6 scction of the i: ifs- 


VEL nvir ro to motor tecifice 
or the .ceh hes driugnat into promiacace the vrogrescive vorsen= 


in, oO: tne tood=s gece ox Jcvich Jerutalea oir, to areb attecks 

on tr.5.port usin. the Jecuseicmadelfe rox Tac siteavion nas 

Deen Cucroly asarevetcad by tuc heevy losses of Jcvioh arnoured 

vehicl.s in the Kf.  tzion cn&e. emcate .tow thet the Yichuv 

te sporeriiy leeks the mczns to force itn ‘cy tarouzh tine areb block= 
tue the «lian resultent ciunavion is bein: placed on 

Covernmcat, desp the fact thet Covermncnt's cdvice es to the 

proo.r mee sur eS to sé tiken for the meintcnance of communicetions 

on thic roate hee seen consistently Gisrescvaéed. Tae Arends fo 

their pert vould yoscioly asrce to vérmit Jewith food ccon-vys to 
PLBE unmolestcd ‘orovided whey rere cnenvicd to ensure that ticse 

convoys were not a nhcos of Diin; ine reinforce.ents of ee or 

munitions to the Jere oF dcruy '£ Gio A Jevitca a ency svyokesicn hes 

ruled out in edvence any colution a buese lines. wn areata 

is bein, carceivl: Eck —he socition is hovecver less srerve 

thid ese Shertok mikes ; Seale name Aleve cavhtsciged Locclly 

this taerc da no sc cunscer of stervetion, and it may de 

ti.t « £ood deal o chez: tose e ines Irom hoe: ding inc tac string 

Gens controls im Bite Jewirh coumunity end the Hagenche 
GvEerth.less the de of Jeriuselem gsceom littcly to offer conszider- 

aple srivaetions sitter 15th. nt ae 60 & truce if accep ved, dcing 

denen eat for food, water en el ( 24% thus Llicst) on communi«- 

cation: pixticulrriy vulnerable Pe #ved attc¢cke The Urtiodox 

WE kath 6 pee:csly pitver, esecrting this they heve ocen dinied 




















* ) 2: 


- 


Jt ors 
their fe1r shicte of foud ia ferour af the Hereneh end other 


AgcneY favouritese 


x 


10. The meintenance of ccntrelized Covernment cuthority becomes 
increesingly Giffiecult *ith the progressive severence of tclephone 
communications. Roed treffic is becoming more and more hezardous 
am car o' ners ere reluctant to trevel o ing to the epidemic of 
vehicle rosderies anu thefts by both sarads end Jers. In some ceases 
these ticfts are requisitions by the ps. e-military forces of 

vota sides enc in others ordincr: crine. 


ile A voliticeliy-motiveted attecs on Governssent for its treate 
ment of the Jevish Ceteinees in athlit Geveloped during tne week. 
The det.inees hid bcen becoming more end more truculert fo: some 
time, finelly assi:vlting a Britich vardere “shen the cacp was 
scarched e& number of pistols, bombe and uniforms were found, 
yhico had apperently been introcuccd into the camp in the 

fulse bottoms of food boxes supplied by the officielly- 
recognized Jewish Prisoners Aid Societye In consequence 

visitors and food parcels have becn stopped. The press carricd 
reports of ussaulis on the deteinces, but in fact no greater de= 
gree of sorce wes uced th n ves neeGed to overcome opposition to 
the search. «seports of desecration of the cynagozue were also 
proved untruc. The sitvetion in athlit is stceaily improving as 
the numoer of prisoners and detainees is reduced by releases, as 
the military authorities has increasin;, assistance and as the 
numbper of oritish steff to replace Pel. stiniens 

( who are now quite unreliable) grov.os. Pressure for the return 
or the Kenye dezortees before 15 Liay continues unabatede 
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Noe 9566 Secret. Immediate. 


Repeated to H.M.A. WASHINGTON Moe 255 ( Washington plesse 
pess to UKDEL No. ) 
Repeated Damascus No. 97s ae Noe 998 Amman No. 999 J 
° Pp 


Jedda Noe 30. Oe hy ease pass to Ambassador and 
C = in=- C) } 

My tel. 933 Ae to Washington 247 UKDEL 966 DEIR 
YASSIN. 


It has not yet been possible to ascertain actual detcils of 
this attack but indications sre that the figures of Arab 
casualties given by Jews and quoted in my tel. are not 
far off the truth. It has not yet been possivle to enter 
DEIR YASSIN and Jewish Police officer sent yesterday to 
es ae was not allowed by Haganah to proceed beyond 
GIVAT SHAULe 


2e A representative of the International Red Cross who visi 
ted DEIR YASSIN on Sunday is said to have stated that in one 
cave he saw the heaped bodies of some 150.Arabg men,women 
and children, whilst in a well a further 50 bodies were 
found. Arabg ellegetions of Jewish atrocities such as the 
lining up and t: with automatic weapons of unarmed men, 
women end chil seem to contain some truthe Jewish 
Agency has claimed that attack was organized and perpetrated by 
members of dissident groups and has issued the usual notices 
of condemnation which however deceive nobody, especially 
as dissidents themselves claim that Haganah let them pass 

h to the attacke 


3e Arab reaction to this deliberate mass murder of innocent 
inhabitants, including women and children, of an Arab village 
which, by Jewish admissi n, has taken little part in the 
disturbances is naturally extremely bitter; nor have the 
British emgcaped sharp criticism for their failure 
immediately to intervene or to Bunish the criminals. 


he I should make it clear that the military authorities ere = 
not repeat not in a position to take action in the matter 

owing to their falling strength end increasing commitments. 

I am however discussing the pOssibility of punitive 

air action with the A.0.C. in C. 


5. You may fecl that the fects ( in so fer as they 
are known) of this crime which is fer the worst to which 
the present communal clashes have so far given Ffise 
should be brought particularly to the notice of the 
Security. Council. 


ENDS. 
13-448 
NP 











FILE NO.S/101,/48, | TELEGRAM. Nal! 







Cypher - — | d ) 
Code Ja] I 
tdear 4 4 
he 
From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—S.OF “Pe ie 


Despatched 17. 4. 48 ( 13. 14) 
of 


Recened 










SECRET. 





PALESTINE, 

ly telegrams Nos.227°and 231, |" 

Following for Burrows, 
1. The developments reported in my messages under reference 
seem to be favourable to the eims of the Transjordan authorities 
regarding Palestine but there is still a month to go before the 
mandate terminates and Transjorden becomes free to take the 
initiative without coming into conflict with our ow authority. 
2. A lot could happen during « month which would make the 
situation less favourable specially as the ability of the British 
euthorities in Palestine to influence events seems to be declining 
rapidly, Is there any possible means whereby the period to lapse 
before the termination of the mandate could be shortened, 


(4SK/CJB/HA). 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 231 ef 17th April, 
Repeated for information to Baghdad Nog 46 SAVING, 
Beirut Nos 52 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 50 SAVING, 
Demascus Noe, 46 SAVING, 
Jeddah _ Noe 46 SAVING. 
Bell EeOrn No. 49 SAVING. 
SECRET, AY No. 61 SAVING, 
PALESTINE, \\ 


% 
My telegram No.227 (of 16th April, 1948). 


1, I have talked to King Abdullah about the letest development 
and he showed me Azzam's letter, Little emerged during his talk 
with Ismail Safwat who has now gone to Damascus, 


It was evident, however, that Safwat talked first as though 
the Arab Legion were to be placed under his control while King 
Abdullah made it clear that he expected the Army of Liberation to 
be placed under Transjordan command, f 


King Abdulleh elso made the point that the Arab Legion would 
not gain freedom of action in Palestine before the 15th of Msy. _ 


2, Safwat asked the King if there would be any objection to a 
Brigade of the Iraq Arny being brought to Transjordan in readiness 
for operations efter the 15th of May, 


The King replied thet he would agree providing the brigade came 
under Transjordan command. 


a 
™ 


3e The Areb League appears to have found it necessary to modify its 
attitude on the subject of the intentions of Transjordan regarding 
Palestine but the letter from Azzam is so worded that it does not 


W49909, DI664, 35m In 3 sorts, 4/47, constitute/ssF.T.0. 


-~2 = 


constitute an unqualified approval of those intentions and 
Azzam's idea is doubtless to try and use the Arab Legion 
under the control of the League. On the other hand, if the~ 
Arab Legion occupy parts of Palestine after the 15th of May 
4t will no longer be possible in view of the letter to accuse 
them of heving done so in defiance of the League, 


' . 
. Irom eS 
(35K, eh eats e 


‘| 


His Excellency Rais of the Royal Hashemite Diwan ag 
replies to the Jewish Agency's telegram holding f 
the Agency responsible for the consequences of the 

Deir Yassin crime. 





The Jewish Agency in Jerusalem has sent to His Majesty 
King Abdullah, King of the Transjordan Hashimite Kingiom a telegram 
washing its hands of the Deir Yassin incident expressing disapproval 
of the barbarous atrocities committed therein and placing the 
responsibility therefor on the shoulders of dissident Jewish 
organisations, His Excellency Rais of the Royal Diwan has sent 
the following reply to the Jewish Agency :=- 
" The Jewish Agency is the guardian over all Zionist activities 

in and outside Palestine, It represents the Jews and speaks on 

their behalf. It is not expected that any Jew goes on to do anything 

which contradicts the Agency's policy and regulations, The Irgune 

and other organisations should take into consideration the results 

of the barbaric atrocities they have committed and should also consider 


the bad consequences which will derive therefrom, F 
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of 16th April, 1948, 
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Addressed to Jedda telegram No.186 of April 16th, 
Repeated for information Amman 4nd Saving Washington, U,K,Del: 
New York, baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Cairo, British Middle East 
Office and Jerusalem, 

Amman telegram Woe 22h 

If the Trans jordan Government send troops into part of 
Palestine after May 15th do you think Ibn Saud would teke violent 
action against Transjordan or Iraq and if so what form do you think 


such ection would be likely to teke, 


W30057. DISO, 55M. ct sorte’. 10/45. 
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Despatched 18/1/48 (09442) Received — 18/,/48 (10,20) 





IMMEDIATE, 


Po 
Addressed to Secretary of State 1025, / \“y¥ 
SECRET, -\\" 


Repeated to MEMIN 51 (Please pass“to Ambassador) Amman 1067, 
Damascus 1068 and Saving to B + and Jedda, 





Amman telegram No.227 to Foreign Office repeated to me as 28, 
Arab Legion. 


The Arab Legion in Palestine are being used for protection 
of lines of communication through wholly Arab but disturbed areas, 
Unless they continue to be used for this purpose our withdrawal 
will be seriously predjudiced, The General Officer Commanding 
proposes to release them a few days before the end of the mandate, 


26 Assume that the above is cleer to all concerned and that no 
offensive action by the Arab Legion in Palestine before the end of 
the Mandate could be countenanced, ; 


Copy to:- S/873/46. 


ew 


(cde /ts). 


W30057. DISKO, 55M. ctsorts) 1/45. 


(wn) 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
Addressed to Damascus telegram !o,180 April 17th, 


Repeated for information to Washingt 





IXDEL New-York, Beirut, 
| I LaiS / 

XH \ es 
Jerusalem telegrams Nos.131 and 132 to yous 


Amman, Baghdaa(l) and B.M.E.0. 


If there is any substance in the report qoted by High 
Commissioner rience teke the matter up urgently with the Syricn 


"s Representatives at other Arab 


Government. His Majesty 
posts wil} bef int srested - sie\to make similar representations 


as scon as we have your ASSESSMENT of the aceuracy of the report. 


W357. DESO. SSM. ctaorts 1/85, 


COPY Bvees (ey OeToA. 932, at 
Q._ ea /33 


f \ y ~ 
2RAR / } } re 
Clee Yelegrem Cut. m8 x } 
/ kes Jibe 
Prom: BE LKLT ‘ | FOREIGN OFF tox 
NO. 204 of April 16th, 1945. 
Hepeeted to Jerusalem No. 43. 
ff UK bal.. iow Yowk, So. 10. 
As Bele! ois NO. 62. 
oS AV US to Ceize No. &. 
i ff ° Jedée Ne. 1). 
eS f ° degtea Me. Ke 
\a Sharp, , Lenamous Woe 3). 
~~ Aa AF . a semen Ho. 21. 


AGdresped to Joreign Offices telegran No. 24 of April 16th. 
wepeated for informetion to Jerualem, U.k. islegetion, lew 


° 
? 


a a 


(w/t) 


= PF 





FIIE NO,S/10U;/2,8. vows: 4 Lun Oy 3 y \ 
Cypher 1D/0TF me . ‘ ; - 
- 1e\ Pe 
Clear ; ° te ; 


From :— Wewin, CAIRO. To :— H.M.Mihister,” NO/N, 










Received 16/2,/48 (19.2;5) 
15th April, 1948. 





16/1,/4%8 (18,00) 





Despatched 





SECRET, 
Kddressed to Foreign Office telegram No. (17) 12) of April 15th, 
Repeated for(1) information Jerusalem, Washington, Ammen, Beghdad, 
Beirut, Jedda end Demescus, 

My telegrem No.12? repeated to Jerusalem(1) Demascus and 
Washington, 

AZ2u in the course of conversation said that in his opinion the 
only way of evoiding chaos and the continuance of civil war in Pales= 
tine was for “reat Britain to continug,to exercise the Mandate provi- 
ding pertition was not revived and ixfkgration discontinued(,)(2) He 
could see no object in substituting trusteeship for the mandate or 
ony other euthority for Yreat Britain, We 1.4 en Administration in 
being and 30 yeurs experience behind us, 


- 


2e Moreover he seié thet the trusteeship as proposed by America to 
continue until both Jews and Arab agreed on a solution would meen 
alloving the Jewish minority to obstruct indefinitely a democratic 


solution, 


3. Speaking of a truce Azzem said that the Arabs wished to be 
constructive snd to(1) go further than the Americen proposal, He hed 
been discussing with the Arab leaders here e scheme on the following 
lines, On the Jewish side there should be the stoppage of immigrants 
the disbandment snd disarmament of HAGANAH and other ermed forces, 
These steps would be matched on the Areb side by a stoppage of infil- 
tration, repatriation of volunteers now in Talestine and the disarm - 
ment of local “ebs, ; . 


4. I am not clear whether these ideas have yet been fully accepted by 
2Tl the Areb lesders here but this mey be the line which the Arebswil! 
teke at United Nations, Azzem oa that the Arabs were not <msz 


inspired by the fear of feilure(1), + On—the_contrary theyseene 
conlident—of-tritimetewcictory witiousdeley—demending thet —riewe 





retettotion, 
Me. after Bon the contrary" asked Pore; sea ffs 
v5; , 





i. DISSO. SOM. ct agrtss 1Osdd. ms =< . 
(/HIM/ HA). ¥.0. Please pass immediate to 
as uy telegrems 28 end 23, ™*2°M 8nd Washs cs. J 


a4 


at 


Vee 
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From :— H.M.Minister, AMMAN. To:— B.M.E.O., CAIRO. 
Despatched 9/4/48 (13.02) Reeeived 





of 19th April, 1943, 


sy 


Your telegram No.e12).“to Foreign Office paragraph 4, 


Please repeat from "on the contrary" to the end of telegram, 


Ay 


(HuM/HA). 


W49909, DI664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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SECRET, 
Addressed to Foreign Office 189, 







Weehic. to 






Cet: e: BNE sO 


Jeruselem telecrems Nos,10 





as ekground of the Associated Tress story is thet the 
correspondent returned t to Damascus at the berin mins cf. this week 
efter ebout:a fortrights ebsence and found GATT cer Was more cz 
less emptys before he left he hed es timeted ‘that there(1) were(1) 
ebout 5,000 there. I cannot sey how reliable this correspondent 
is but from cther zources I gether that this emptying of the ci my 
may have been taking place up to ebout ten days ago, There is 
therefore quite a good possibility that the men whatever nurbers 


there are my be no longer in Syria, / yo! 


2, If I am noWto make(L) further represe ms to the 
Syrian(1) Government I would like to Imov + what was the result 
of the action taken by H.M.Represeritatiyés at Cairo, Bachdad and 
Jedda and the possibility of any act of the udadle East Office 
on the lines of your telegram No.43¥ to Cairo, I feel I should 
also add that DEIR YASIN massacre t:«s now reduced the possibility 
of our getting any satisfaction out of the Syrian Governmant to 
almost nil, ; 







(LONDON ONIY) Foreign Office please pass Important to 
Jerusalem as my telegram 65 and to Washington end UKDEL as ry 
telegrams 10 and 13 respectiv ely.: 


(ceiro only) “Please pass to MEMIN es my telegram 73). 


. 
eee eee 


(:u/3"5/B4). 


WS0087, DISGO, SOM. ctaorte), 1745. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,.232 of 19th April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No. 6 
Baghdad No, 4.7 SAVING, 
Beirut No, 53 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 51 SAVING, 
Damascus No. 47 SAVING, 
\ Jeddeh No. 47 SAVING, 
NY B.M.E.O. No, 50 SAVING, 
SECRET, \t alem No, 62 SAVING, 
‘PALESTINE, 


My telegram No,.231 (of 17th April, 19/8). 


1, ‘Transjordan Minister in Cairo now here on leave has given me some 
interesting information about the acceptance by the Political Committee 
of the Arab League of Transjordan's offer to rescue Palestine. 


2. The initiative for acceptance came from Azzem whose first 
intention was to send a message to that effect without reference to 
the Committee, In the discussion by the Committee the Prime Minister 
of Syria and Haj Amin were opposed to acceptance but their opposition 
was overcome by the Egyptian Prime Minister who accused them of being 
prepered to sacrifice Palestine to their personal jealousies, 


3. During an informel talk on the Syrian proposal regarding the 
conclusion of treaties by Arab States the Egyptian Prime Minister 
insisted that each state must be free to mke treaties which dealt - 
with its own particular problems and he would not permit any other 

state to play any part in conduct of the international relations of 
Egypte He added that he for one did not doubt the honesty of purpose 

of Arab States which had concluded treaties with Great Powers recently. 
(This last remark is rather unexpected from that quarter). 





oe ae ™ 


oR tk Tus Sece 3 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.233 of 20th April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No. 7 
Baghdad No. 33 
Beirut No. 19 
Cairo Noe 38 
Damascus No, 22 
Jeddah No. 15 
B.M.E.0. No, 26 
29 


Jerusalem | \ No. 
SECRET, Wo} 
Arab Volunteers in Palestine, 
Damascus' telegram No,189-(of 16th April, 1948) to you. 
When in Amman recently Ismail Sefwat told King Abdullah that 
the total mmber of trained Arab partisans under arms in Palestine 
was about three thousand, This figure excludes local armed bands 





of Palestinians, 
There have been movements of late of detachments of 


volunteers going back to Syria. 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


'W49909, Dié64. 35m In 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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19/4/48 (06,00) 
17th April, 1948, 


Received 


18/4/48 (18,00) 
of 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.478 of April 17th. 


Repeated for information UKDEL New York, Washington, Jerusalem, 
Baghdad, Beirut, Amman, Damascus(1) Jedda, 


PALESTINE. 





favourable solution of the Palestine que 
Britain to continue the mandate for the time being to prepare for the 
establishment of the independent Palestine Sta 
immigration ceased meanwhile and that there would be no question of 
‘partition, They felt that they could not propose this themselves 
but would come out in support if the United States took the initiative 
The committee had argued that whatever their differences with us on 
some points we had experience in administration and they categorical] 
rejected the idea of trusteeship on the lines proposed by the United 
States. 


: 
i 
& 


2. Azzam went on to say that the alternative to this was civil wer 
in which the Arabs were fully confident of ultimate success though 
it might take some years, It would be a war of ATTRITION since 
the man power reserves upon which the Arab side could draw were 
inexhaustible, Except for the coast over(1) which the Arabs had 

no control a cordon SANITAIRE could be placed around Palestine to 
localise the conflict and prevent a general conflagration in the 
Middle Fast, As regards the Holy Places he had no doubt that an 
agreement could be made with the Jews for their safety since they 
were not strategic points. 


B/ove2 
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3. In a conversation with CLAYTON on April 16th Azzam had stated 
that as an alternative to the temporary extension of the mandate 
itself the Arabs would accept an t but if not(1) Great 
Britain and United States perhaps with(1) the aid of one or more 

Areb (gpeundec, ? states intended) might assume control with a view 
to working out a solation(1) for an independent state, He did not(1) 
prepound this alternative his talk with me though he did 
mention(1) that if Great Britain.were unwilling to continue provisio- 
nally as the (Mandatory - Sic) the Arabs would be ready to consider 
some other solution ensuring the conditions outlined in paragraph 4 


below, 
le 4s regards the proposal far a truce the political committee 
Azzam said were quite prepared to t a truce as a liminary to 


@ permanent cessation of hostilities(1), ‘This would(1) involve 
definite abandonment of partition and even then the following 
tions would be(1) necessary 


(a) All immigration of Jews to cease in return for which the 
s would cease any further infiltration from(1) outside 
alestine. 


(b) That the Jews without Felesfinian nationality were removed 
in which case the Arabs were prepared to remove all Arab 
bends already in “alestine, 


(s) That both sides disarm and that adequate precautions for 
inspection of the disarmament were taken, The whole object 
of the Arabs was to end the present slaughter if it could be 
done ‘without conceding a Jewish State, 


5. The Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs {(? cyphering error ? 
advanced intended) similar ideas about an extension of the Mandate 
and about a truce in a recent conversation with me. On the question 
of the former(1), I scouted the idea of our consenting to continue 
the mandate @lso FOURED cold water on the idea of our undertaking 


a/eeed 


W30057, DISGO, SOM. cteorte) yds. 





a disarming and demobilisation of the Jews(1) and the Arabs 
sae the British public and His Majesty's Government had had 
enough of seeing our own men killed while we received no help 
but only brick = BATS, 


6. MreTroutbeck was present at my interview with Azsem, 


Foreign Office repeat UKDEL New York, Jerusalem Washington 
as my telegrams 4, 46 and 13 respectively. 


(HIM/PH/HA)» yr 


WS0057, DISS. SGM. cteorte’. 10/45, 
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20/4/48 (10.15) 


Received 





19/4/48 (20.10) 





Despatched 









DOMDIATE, 


Addressed to His Majesty's Ambassador Cairo 65 (please pass to 
Memin as my No.52) 


Repeated to Beirut No.108,, Damascus 108, Amman 1086, Secretary of 
State 1048, Washington 274 (please pass to UKUEL as my 1087). 


Arab infiltration into Palestine, 


According to press reports date lined Cairo Sunday a large © 
scale Arab offensive in N 1) Palestine by a farce of volunteers 
inoluding Egyptians LIBYANS other North Africans will be 
launched within a few days, The proposed operation is said to be 
under the command of General Abdul WAHED SOLIMAN(1) SUBEL PASHA and 
the immediate objective will be the capture of Jewish settlements 
in the area, The Arab(1 League had reportedly decided not(1) 
repeat not to call off offensive not withstanding the Security 
Council truce, 


2. I am(l) unable to GAUGE the reliability of this report but 

if there is anything in it I mst ask(1) that the strongest 
possible representations be made to off the attack which . 
could not fail to have very grave consequence on the situation 

in, Palestine and the progress of the British withdrawal, It is 

not for me to draw attention (? gp.omitted ? to) the wider 
consequences which might flow from such a development following 

the Security Council call for a truce and at a (? gp,omitted ? time) 
when the direction of the United Nation special Assembly is dis- 
cussing the Palestine problem, 


(JPS/HA). 
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3. In a conversation with CLAYTON on April 16th Azzam had stated 
that as an alternative to the temporary extension of the mandate 
itself the Arabs would accept an t but if not(1) Great 
Britain and United States perhaps with(1) the aid of one or more 
Arab (gpeundec, ? states intended) might assume control with a view 
to working out a solotion(1) for an independent state, He did not(1) 
prepound this alternative his talk with me though he did 
mention(1) that if Great Britain.were unwilling td continue provisio- 
nally as the (Mandatory - Sic) the Arabs would be ready to consider 
some other solution ensuring the conditions outlined in paragraph 4 
below, 


4e 4s regards the proposal far a truce the political committee 
Azzam said were quite prepared to t a truce as a liminary to 
@ permanent cessation of hostilities(1), This would(1) involve 
definite abandonment of partition and even then the following condi- 
tions would be(1) necessary 


(a) All immigration of Jews to cease in return for which the 
8 would cease any further infiltration from(1) outside 
alestine,. 


(b) That the Jews without Falesfinian nationality were removed 
in which case the ss were prepared to remove all Arab 
bends already in “alestine, 


() That both sides disarm and that adequate precautions for 
inspection of the disarmament were taken, The whole object 
of the Arabs was to end the present slaughter if it could be 
done ‘without conceding a Jewish State. 


5. ‘The Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs {? cyphering error ? 
advanced intended) similer ideas about an extension of the Mandate 
and about a truce in a recent conversation with me. On the question 
of the former(1), I scouted the idea of our consenting to continue 
the mandate also POURED cold water on the idea of our underteking 


e/eeed 
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Addressed to Amman telegram No.231 of April 2th, 
Repeated far infarmtion to Jerusalem and B(1)M.E.0. 


Cable and Wireless Ltd, Jerusalem have been warned by the 
meee Ek ee eS ee et eee 
guaranteed and have been advised to evacuate to 
The army is prepared to transport the staff and their mobile 
requested befare May Ist to do s0. 


i 


If you see no objection approach the Trans jordan 
authorities with the request for permission to be granted for 
temporary establishment of the transmitter on Transjordan territorye ~ 


Le Grateful for early reply. 


I 





Copy to:- S/lo14/4s, 
(sPS/iA). 


W30087, Diss, SOM. cteorte’. 1745. 
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Code 
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From :— H,M.Minister, XMMANY To:— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 20/4/48 (18,20) Received 21/4/48 (06,30) 





DAMASCUS. 





Addressed to Foreign Office No.198. 


Repeated to ee UKDEL New York, Ammen, Beirut, Baghdad, 
Cairo, Jedda and Memin, 


The Syrian Acting(1) Minister for Foreign Affairs told 
a(1) member of my staff last night that the Council of Ministers 
had been discussing the reports that there were a number of 
non-Jewish(1) Russians fighting in Palestine, The reports 
were view(1)ed so seriously that no action was being taken 
until confirmation had been received, 

London only, Foreign Office please pass to JERUSALEM 
and UKDEL as my telegrams 69 and 15 RESPECTIVELY. 

(CATRO ONLY) Please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 77, 


(s°5/EH/tA). Ts 


W30057, DEO. SOM. ct sorts’. 10ya5. 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.234 of 21st April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No. 8 
Baghdad No, 48 SAVING, 
Beirut No. 54 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 52 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 48 SAVING, 
Jeddah No. 48 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. No, 51 SAVING, 
SECRET, Jerusalem No. 63 SAVING, 
PALESTINE, 





1, The expulsion of the Arab population from Tiberias following 
the Deir Yasseen incident together with the growing realisation 
that neither the British forces or the Arab partisans in Palestine 
can protect the Arab population from the Jewish forces is resulting 
in a growing volume of pressure from both inside and outside 
Palestine for the immediate intervention of the Arab Legion to 
contain the Jews, 


further incidents such as those under reference it will be 
difficult to keep the matter under control, Arabs do not readily 
listen to reason when they are in the frenzy of indignation and 
apprehension which is being created by present events. 


(ASK/HIM/HA) 


| W49909, DI664. 35m in 3 sores, 4/47. 
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From:— HM.Minister, AMMAN, To:— §,0F 8, 04 TDONDON, 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.237 of 21st April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No, 9 
Baghdad No, 51 SAVING, 
Beirut No. 57 SAVING. 
Cairo Noe 55 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 51 SAVING, 
{ Jeddah No, 51 SAVING, 
\ ‘\\ B.M.E.0. Noe 54 SAVING. 
SECRET, } Jerusalem No, 66 SAVING, 





TINE, a 
iy telegram No,231 (of 17th April, 1948). 


1. King Abdullah's reply to the Seoretary General of the Arab Lea- 
gue on the subject of the intervention of the Arab Legion in Pales- 
tine makes the following points :< 


(a) all Arab forces now in Palestine and any reinforcements ino- 
cluding Iraqis mist come under Transjordan command, 

(b) the Arab Legion will not be able to act independantly before 
the 15th of May 

(c) the mmber of trained Arab partisans now in Palestine is 
only about 3000 and the Palestinian levies are untrained, disorgani- 
sed and short of equipment. ‘ 

(a) the Arab Legion cannot be dispersed in order to protect . 
Areb villages as this action would leave the Arabs without a striking 
force to cope with an enemy offensive to be expected after the 15th 


of 
e) the premature action and failure of the Arab partisans has). - 
raised Jewish morale 
(f£) the advance of the Arab Legion to Palestine will be mde in. 
the belief that Iragi army reinforcements will be sent to Transjordan 
CS) See aoe aes owt Se geek iy Oe members of the Arab 
League as the Arab Legion has no aircraft 
(h) the Arab League mst share responsibility with Transjordan 
for action in Palestine and mst act jointly in dealing with any 
international reactions in the future, 
(ASK/JS/HA)« 


W49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 





COPY OF TRANSLATION 


His Excellency, 
Rais of the Royal Diwan, 
AMMAN 


e 


sir, 


‘ 


Sunday the llth April, 1948, 


I have the honour to request that this letter be submitted to His 


Majesty the King. 


I am compelled to submit this owing to the disturbed position now 
prevailing in Palestine, most particularly so with my belief that you 
consider Transjordan and Palestine to be one country connected up by the 
ties of fraternity, language, religion and habits, 

At the present grave juncture of this sacred struggle the eyes of the 
Palestinian Arabs are turned to sister Transjordan with the question "When 


will Transjordan start to act for the rescue of Palestine in a manner which 


will lead us to the aim of the struggle ?" 


Here I mst admit with pride 


and gratitude those works accomplished by some of the military units of the 
Transjordan army, The question here is when will the Arab Transjorden 
forees enter the decissive battle throughout the country". We sre sure 


the Arab egiom has the means and the men capable of crushing the enemy. 


Certain people have already given the answer to the above question, 


The answer caused unease and disappointment to many people in Palestine. 


It says that the Arab Legion will enter Palestine immediately after the with- 


drawal of the British i.e. om the 16th of May, 1948, and will cecupy the 
Arab section of the country leaving the Jewish section to the Jews cecce 
Notwithstanding the fact that well informed quarters consider this is 


am unfounded allegation nevertheless there are many who believe in it or at 


least harbour big doubts about it particularly so beeause Transjordam has 
never deelared frankly its opposition to partition and did not go beyond 
the promise to assist the Arabs of Palestine out of their affliction, 

The practical solution in my opinion is that Transjordam should deelare 
at once its policy regarding Falestine and follow thak by sending its 
strong Army to free the country from alien terrorists when the position will 


elucidate and God will afford us victory. 


Another/.o. 02 


i 


-2< 


Another important point is that it has been observed that a big mumber 
of Russians are fighting with the Jewish gangs, This was aseertained from 
identification of the people killed in the fighting. The pressure exerted 
recently by the Yews and their besiege of the Arabs are attributed to the 
arrival of large Russian troops under the name of illegal emgigrants, 

In view of the foregoing the Arab people in Palestine consider that 
if Transjorden intends really to get Palestine out of its erisis it mst 
at onee sené its army to the battle field regardless of what allegations 
may be made by a confined minority in Palestine, The first and foremost 
task now is the reseue of Palestine from the Jews and all other problems 
will be discussed at another date. The present juncture is very agreeable 
and the atmosphere in Falestine is prepared to admit the Arab Legion despite 
all other wishes, The Jews are now pressing their attack on the Arab villages, 
They commit atrocities against Arab children and women, If the Arab Legion 
is not to come presently then its arrival at a later date will be at double 
the present cost. Before the Arab Legion arrival in Palestine a decisive 
statement must be made by the Hashimite Kingdom to the effect that the Arab 
Legion is entering Palestine for the purpose of teking part with Arab forees 
now in the country and with the Arabs of Palestine in rebuking Jewish 
terrorism and realising the independenee of Palestine, This is the way to 
take the hoodwink of doubt away from the heart; of certain people, and then will 
materialise with God's help the hopes maintained both im Palestine and in 
Trans jordan, 4 

Therefore, hasten to the rescue of this poor country and God will 
afford success, 

Yours sineerely, 


(Sga. ) JET rarestinian 
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I have honour to refer to my telegram 
No.227 of the 16th of April, 1948, on the subject 
—— of events in Pelestine ani to tranamit herewith a 
translation of the letter which wes addressed to 
King Abdullah by the Secretary Generel of the Arab 
League and which is referred to in paragraph 2 of 
my telegram under reference, 


G 4a. KIRKSRIDS ~- 


The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P. 
Searetary of State for Foreign affairs, 
The Foreign 


LONDON, S.W. 1, 





ASK/HA, 





His Most Excellent Majesty King Abdullah, 


Regards and best compliments, 

His Excellency Pauzi Pasha al Mulqi has informed me yesterday 
about Your Majesty's message, Being well aware of Your Majesty's 
preparedness to rescue Palestine in any way, I referred the mtter 
to the Political Committee of the Arab League, The Camittce 
has decided, at its meeting to-day, to thank Your Majesty for 
your magnanimity and Arab Zeal, It was also decided to delegate 
General Officer Commanding Ismail Safwat Pasha < to discuss with 
Your Majesty the necessary measures to be taken to liberate the 
besieged Arabs and to prevent more massacres taking place as 
happened at Deir Yassin village and other lecalities, The 
committee are of a unanimous opinion that the presence in Palestine 
of tee inch ingen males 36 pondiiile fee tee tatien to cavnaish 
this important tesk with the required haste, 

The Political Committee adjures Your Majesty to allow 
please the Transjordan Areb Legion to do this duty, 

I aveil myself ts of this opportunity of presenting the 
committee's thanks to Your Majesty for the well appreciated 
magnanimity and generous preparedness you have shown, May God 
wetech you with His Care end give you success, 


(Sede) Abdel Rahman Azzam 


Secretary General 
te the Arab League, 


Cairo 15th April, 1948, 


ce 


» ee 
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From :—High Commissioner,JERUSALEM To :—H,M.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 20/4/48 (20.07) Received 21/4/48 (10.10) 
05 sof 2th April, 1948, > 


SECRET, i {s 5 
Addressed to Secretary of State 1062, ek 


Repeated to Amman 1105, Demascus 1106, Cairo 69 (Please pass B.M.E.O, ) 
Baghdad 20, Jedda 33, Beirut 1107, - Begins. 


Foreign Office telegram to Amman N6,220 (Your 1375 to me) and 
Amman telegram to Foreign Office No.22h5(2) King Abdulleh and 
Palestine, 


A good Arabic source states that on April 18th FAUZI MUIKI 
brought King Abdullah a letter from the political committee of the 
Arab League stating that the present military position of the Arabs 
in Palestine was most serious and asking King Abdulleh to take any(1) 
military measures necessary to secure the realisation of the exact 
aims, 


2. Shortly after receiving this letter the source states that King 
Abdullsh arranged for the Iraqi Minister at Amman to go to Baghdad 
with a request that one Iraqi division with full equipment and 
aircraft comes to Transjordan "In aceordance with the Iraq=Trans jordan 


(1) Treaty" e 


3. The source states that King Abdullah affirmed that he had 
decided on military intervention in Palestine with the entire Arab 
Legion immediately after May 15th, The lst objectives would be 
firmly to secure Haifa, Jaffa and Gaza, He intended to approech 
the General Officer Commanding so as to ensure that there could be 
no clash with British troops. 


4. He went on to(l) say that he was instructing the liberation 
army and Palestine irregulars to confine themselves to attacking 
Jewish commmnications(1), All serious fighting would be done by the 
Arab Legion, The Iraq division would be used to protect the Legion's 
rear (presumably against Syrian and Saudi Arabia). 





5/eee2 


. 
W357, DIS SOM. ct eorte) boyd. 





5 Fausi el (Mulici)(2) is also reported to ave(2) informed 
Abdullah(1) of the sharp exchange between NO! 

the MUFTI(1), who objected to the phraseology of(1) the 

appeal to Abdullah with the implication that latter 

was to have a free hand in Pelestine, Nokrashi is said to 

have refused any longer(1) (to)(2) regard the Mufti as represen- 

ting the views of the estine DB. 


6. His Majesty's Minister at Ammen will doubtless conférm(1) 
or comment. 


W30057, DISKO, SSM. «ct sorte’ ids, 
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From :— HM.Minister, WOOT : To :— HM. Mint ter, AMMAN, 


2/48 (18,30) Received 22/4/48 (06,45) 


39 of 20th April, 1918, 









Despatched 











Addressed to Foreign Office No, 202, 


Repeated to Amman, Jerusalem, Baghdad, Beirut, Memin, Jedda, Cairo 
and UKDEL New York, 


SECRET, 


The Syrian(1) Minister of National Defence told a member of 
uy staff to-day that he had just received a telegram from KAWAKJI 
stating that the Russian non Jews were assisting HAGANA in the 
area between(1) TULKAREM(1) and KALIKLE mear NATHANIEH and that 
in the combat area there were 10 twin engined bomber aircraft of 
American typee 
2. asked for further details the Minister of Defence said that he 
had asked for a full report and would(1) pass on any further details 
which he received, He clearly connected the Russians with the 
Aeroplanes said to be in(1) Palestine and with the press reports : 
(2 of omitted) unidentified aircraft held in Rhodes. (G ‘] y efit y 


(LONDON ONLY) Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem and 
UKDEL as my telegrams 71 and 16 respectively. 


(CATRO ONLY) Please pass to B.M.E.O. my telegram 78, 


(HIM/HA). 
ph IU. 


WS0057, DISKO, SOM. ct seortss. 10y45. 
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From:— S.0OF S, F.0. LONDON. To:— H.M.Minister} 








Despatched 21/4/48 (12,30) Received 21/1/48 (12,50) 
No. 230 of 19th April, 1948, 





Addressed to UKDEL New York telegram No.1598 of April 19th 
as well as(1) to Cairo, B,M.E.0., Baghdad, Amman, Beirut, Damascus, 


Jedda. 
Repeated far information Washington, 
My despatch Noe57. | yo 
Directive for General Officer Commanding Palestine, 


The text will be laid in the libraries of the Houses of 
Parliament on Wednesday April 21st at 12 noon B,S.T,. 


2, I am instructing Sir Apert) to(1) commmnicate the 
text of the directive (but not repeat(1) not the administrative 
instruction) to the United Nations C ssion at the same time, 
The document will then cease to be confidential and you may use 
it freely in answering any relevant enquiries(1) from the 
Government to which you are accredited, 


$s 


W30057, DESL SOM. ctsorts). byes, / ’ ff 4 
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Despatched 2204648 (18,22) Resiieed 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No,240 of 22nd April, 


Repeated to Baghdad No, 52 SAVING, 
Beirut No, 58 SAVING, 
Cairo No, 56 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 52 SAVING, 
Jeddah No, 52 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. No, 55 SAVING, 
ar Jerusalem No, 67 a \ ae 


\v peek \ 7 rm \\" 
PALESTINE, ee of 4" Ww . om 
Jerusalem's telegram No.1062 (of 2th April, ashe) appears 3 , 


to consist of a precis, with slight variations ih detail of the nA 


information contained in my telegrams Nose22/,, 227, 231, 232 and 2376 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


'W49909, Dié64. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 
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Despatched 21/4/48 (12,14) Received 22/4/48 (10.25 





SECRET, 
Addressed to Damascus 1113, 
Repeated to Secretary of State 1069, Amman 1124, Memin Cairo 5h. 
Reliable report received here that Colonel BOER who is Chief 

of Steff to Mahmoud el HINDI left RAMALLAH for Damascus on April 
18th to bring two batteries of heavy guns (described by Boer(1) 
himself as 25<pounders) to the Jerusalem command, and to arrange 
_for the despatch for - Sic Damascus of a number of heavy armoured 
CarBe 

} 2; ¥e Wits vepat is indeed true.I should be grateful if you 
could take whatever steps are possible to prevent this or other 


heavy equipment being sent. 


(HIM/PH/HA). 


AWWS57. DISKO. SOM. ct sorts 10/48, 
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From :— Memting CAIRO To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 






Despatched 21/4/48 (18,10) * Received 22/4/48 (06.7 ) 
of 21st April, 1948, 





5 os 
Following is repetition asked for in your telegram No.25 


Begins. 

On the contrary they were confident of ultimate victory (, 
cyphered from ID) should the issue have to be decided by farce, 
But they(TW) were anxious to avoid (? gp,comitted 7? this) as 
far as possible, 
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Fromi— 1M Minister, aan, 7°'— s.or s, F.0. LONDON. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Ho.2%i of 23rd April. 


Repeated far informtion to B.M.E.0. Ho. 28 
Jerwalen No. 30 
sacxet, La 
Your telegron Wos251 (of 20th April, 1948 )e 
The Trensjocdan Gov :rmment would weloome the presence. 
of a Cable ani Wireless Nobile Unit in Amman ani request that 
the Unit should establish itself here as soon as possible, 


car we arene. / 
(GFG/MMA)e 


Wa. 27078. D1749, 75m in 3 sorts 10/47. 


Bey aT pb pltley aed! LAS IT pal abs 


Sate aa thy by QW Ge FF etladl ge SLU pl ol ye 
BIL Y pelle WISI oh lie 6 binky lel, wel xe 
p—Sirbaly ae tage ph eid gel Sod Glia YI Lyell Gd, ¥ Lets 
Ob prada erlgbler ope y plo Goll a dl. al J. J! 
Syed Jat Y ghoul d a Lat ate Lal Jlpog glow LY! 
doyle la Gate GV Se bad als b bly Haile wl 
ee tg othe YG pe a be I pal Heer ¥ yh 
Sr od oS ol gle eLaylill Is, Laat eI ISG + gill QbyIl 
ply Foigile Fol al SY oh dW! Dl ¥ yeblwl 
Fre NI ade GLUT LIT Ih pat I Myke i oe pee 
Be Se FS oy UW ants abel YF ela Woe pe oie 
SLB teed ple Ff Gb og! LT lie yi! ol, Wye apicy pyill 
SU a ia tele Ch Laid LY Y indeed 

Ler + a Nand dled gle path, Y Syn 


Ys pan 


|S 





ITUV HSVi sole 14 GolH 
WitA Ge sr sh 


AL SS AN pe sii 


HSL ely! Jl gobs! ennidl Jel bil uly 5! 
sid Slee Jae Joe gh LT So JI LEO! tin ge Lege Leal! 
pe SIS! ILS eda JI Us b een GL “esti 
oe gat dey La liy J tiStede pu 

z 


— 


me wee ee 


COPY OF TRANSLATION } \ 


9 % Date: 23/4/1948, 

Dear Sir Alec Kirkbride, 

Under the succession of painful events in Falestine, 
I have had to address a telegram, copy of which is enclosed, 
to His Excellency the High Commissioner trusting the same 
will receive his due consideration and contents thereof will 
be conveyed to His Majesty's Government, 

Will you please also convey substance of the telegram 
to the Foreign Office, LONDON. 


Yours sincerely, 


ABDULLAH, 


f P AU @ 
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From it— H.M.Minister, AMMAN, T.— S.OF Ss. F, e 


Despatched 23/4/48 (17.00) Received 





IMPORTANT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.22 of 23rd April, 


Repeated to UKDEL New York Noe 10 
Baghdad No, 53 SAVING. 
Beirut No, 59 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 57 SAVING. 
Damascus Noe 53 SAVING, . 
Jeddah : No, 53 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O. uv Noe 56 SAVING. 
Jerusalem \ No. 68 SAVING, 

CONFIDENTIAL, 

PALESTINE, Pe 


My telegram No.237 (of 21st April, 1948). 


1, Following a statement to the press by King Abdullah to the 
effect that the only solution to the Palestine problem was an Arab 
state which included areas over which the Jews exercised local 
autonomy, the Jewish Agency sent the King a telegram in Arabic to 
the effect that the future of Palestine could not be decided by 
unilateral decisions or threats but by negotiations in regard to 
which the Jews were prepared to listen to any, als which res= 
ponsible Arab quarters had to make, WY 


2. The wording of this message was ‘tae 
commmnication to the King from the Jewish Agency referred to in’. 
paragraph 4. of my telegram No.227 (of 1eth grt +e 1948). The new 
message is a judicious mixture of menace and readiness to negotiate 
and calculated to exploit to the utmost the present depression of 
Arab morale about which the Jews must be aware,e 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


Wt, 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47, 


: ) 34 
COPY OF TRANSLATION . /S / 
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“ Ref, No, 11/17 


Date; 17/1/48, 





SOA TALENT 69 THE ROYAL HASIOMITE Drwan 
REGARDUG SHE FOSTTION IN PALESTINE, 
Whe erisis in Inlestine *.s »erehed the climex on3 the Nashimite 

Diwan hes received ming letters valling upon the Trensjordan Heshinite Kincdom 
to execute the sscred duty in Palestine. Ginflerly 211 the Arch countries ere 
pressing for « refeetion of the pertition plz n, for declaring in a manner beyon’4 
cntersce*etion the policy of the trensjarden Hasizimite Kingdom, 4 in view of 
the presence of Russien Officers with the Hegench and es the Arebs are rushing 
forth from the torms, villeces and tents with soldd determination 2nd cheer 
rerdiness to die for Telestine, the Roys1 Divan declares thet Polestine and the 
Hashimite Kingdom are but one thing consisting of coast end inner parts besides 
the very many senctusries in Palestine, the history which is full with 
nationsl toils and fatigues snd besides the innocent bloods shed over the country's | 
soil, Transjordan's policy at the Arab Meccue and other political organisations 
elucidseted thet Trensjordan has the sane abe as that of the other Arab countries, 
t was elucidated 2s well that Tr.~sJordan opposes vigorously partition and 
trusteeship in defaice of its own interests and for the preservance of national 


existence. Now as the aforesaid fects are true and right, Trans jordan is 


self is mreeter than that of any of its sister countries, 

The time hes narrowed for the removel of Mandates the time has widened to 
the Zionists and the remaining month will witness certain setivities which vill 
hurt elestine ond those endeevouring to rescue it, This is whet we ere sure 


i 

2 

4 

\ 

i 

4 

; 

in the Arab World and is en Areb country end its responsibility towerds its own ; 
= 

of. Therefore the Tr; ns jordan H>shimite Kingdom is eware of its own position | 
wy, 







ond responsibility «nd is taking into consideration the time es well °s the @etion- - 
All appeersnees indicate thet in view of the commnist intervention it fs a venish- 
ing hope to expect to repel denger through the «cceptance of truce, mediation or 
endeavours within the perimeter of possibility. 

in view of the foregoing snd for the purpose of quitening public opinion 
this statement is being made to push away all Auubte Atceades the Jewish Agency's 





telegram addressed to His Majesty The King says that as it is not possible to 


stop ermed activity, therefore the Jews have decided to act in accordance with 


international warfare procedure 
against the avebs 


seinen a ane NN he ee ek 
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Fromi— H,M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— (i LONDON, 


Despatched 23/4/48 (17.38) 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe2h3 of 23rd April, 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No, 11 


Jerusalem No, 31 
Baghdad No. 54 SAVING, 
Beirut No, 60 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 58 SAVING, 
Damascus No, 54 SAVING, 
Je No. 54 SAVING, 
CONFIDENTIAL, BM.E@.) No. 57 SAVING, 


PALESTINE pe ; | ay, 


My telegram No.23, (of 21st April, 1948 


l. My immediately following telegram s the a of a 
message sent in clear to the High Commissioner for Palestine by 
King Abdullah on current events in Palestine, I was asked by 
the King to commmnicate the message to you, 


2. The Jewish forces appear to be on the offensive in northern 
Palestine and the latest news is that Samakh near the Syrian and 
Trans jordan frontiers was attacked by Jews this morning, The 
failure of the British forces to react to any of these recent 
Jewish moves which amount to the expulsion of Arab population from 
Jewish areas will make it impossible shortly to maintain in any 
Arab country that the British mandate continued to exist in fact 
in Palestine, 


3. The request of the King to be entrusted with the protection 
of the holy places after the termination of the mandate is 
unreasonable as he has not the forces to undertake the task but 
as I have said before there is little reason current here at 


present. 


(ASK/CJB/H).) « Reema 


We. 27078, D1749, 75m Im 3 sorts 10/47. 
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23/4/48 (18,00) 





Despatched 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.2) of 23rd 
Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No, 12 _—* 
Baghdad No, 55 SAVING, 


Beirut No. 61 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 59 SAVING. 
Damascus No. 55 SAVING, 
Jeddah Nos 55 SAVING, 
! B.M.E.O, NOe 58 SAVING, 
ne Jerusalem No. 69 SAVING, 
PALESTDE. \> ; 


My telegram No. (of 23rd@ April, 1948). 


Following is the translation of the message under reference ~ 
Begins. 
I feel I mst express to Your Excellency the Arab feeling in 


Eddin, Tiberias and Haifa, public opinion here is so excited and 
disappointed that nothing can check it except the righting of 
affairs, I wish to invite the attention of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and your own to the position of Jerusalem, Nazareth and Beth- 
lehem in the eyes of Christian and Moslem Arabs, a fact which mkes 
it necessary that these trusts be placed in our hands on the termi- 


that the Jews should abstain from committing in the Holy City and 
Jeffa what they have done elsewhere, Jewish quarters should be 
advised that their extravagance will cause great disadvantage to 
their desire to settle in Palestine under the neme of a national 
home. If the Jews will stop aggression and accept negotiations 
with a view to attaining the right of being citizens in the Pales- 
tinian State and to admitting that Arab sovereignty in their home- 
land shall not be disputed or contended by any authorities, if they 
do this it will be in their om interest as well as in the interest 
of peace in these countries. This my cable is an interpretation 
of what every Palestinian and Transjordanian have in mind, It 

is moreover a true expression the feelings of every Trans jordanian 


who possess magnanimity and manhood, In/eeeP. 7.0 


Wi. 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sores 10/47. 


and outside Transjordan, After what happened at Deir Yassin, Nasir 


nation of the mandate, Attention is also drawn to the desirability 


-2= Sek 


In describing the situation I only hope 


to = 
fruits of my good intentions with regard to the rescue of 


humanity suffering in the Holy Land for political motives 
aim at kindling evil fires which shall not be confined to 


holy spot = Ends, 


( ASK/HA). 
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From t— H.M.Mynister, AMMAN, 





Despatched 2/4/48 (13-10 Recoined 
Ne. 246 of 2th april, 1948, 








IMPORTANT, 

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.246 of 24th April, 

Repeated for information to UKDEL New York No. 13 
Baghdad Noe 56 SAVING, 
Beirut No, 62 SAVING, 
Cairo No. 60: SAVING. 
Damascus No. 56 SAVING. 
Jeddah No. 56 SAVING, 
B.M.E.O, Noe 59 SAVING, 

CONFIDENTIAL, Jerusalem, No, 70 SAVING, 

PALESTINE, IST 


My telegram No.242 (of 23nd April, 1948). 


1, The Head of the Royal Diwan replied to the Jewish Agency's 
message to the effect that its text.did not carry the mtter any 
further as the only arrangement which the King could contemplate 
was an autonomous Jewish administration in an Arab State, 


2, King Abdulleh said to me in confidence this morning that in 
view of the publicity attending these exchanges this was as far as 
he could go. He did not expect the Jews to accept such terms 
but this purpose was to keep the door open for negotiations when 
both sides were in a more reasonable frame of mind, 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


We, 27078. D1749. 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 


(w/t) 
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Received 





23/4/48 (11.20) 





23/4/48 (11,10) 
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DMEDIATE. 
SeRET(L) 
Addressed to(1) Foreign Office telegram No.49). of April 22nd, 
Repeated for ‘crmation Jerusalem, UKDEL New York, Washington and 
all Arab posts. 


“The situation in Palestine, 


I have just been visited by AZZAM Pasha who(l) read out to mea 
telegram received this evening by the Syrian Prime Minister(1) (now 
dn Cairo(1)) from Syria,from the Syrian Consul at Haife containing 
the mes which en Arab delegation in Haifa headed by one ELIAS MUSA 

1 had(2) asked to be sent to the Syrian Government, It stated 

- that an ib delegation had asked the British Commander in Haifa to ~ 
intervene with British troops to stop the massacring of the Arab 
population including women and children by the Jews, 4e had refused 

’ to do so and also refused to allow Arab reinforcements to enter the 
city. He would take no steps to stop the massacre unless the Arabs 
would accept an armistice with(1) the HAGANA on conditions which he 
stipulated,the most tant being that the Arabs should surrender 
their arms to the Jews(1}, A meeting had been arranged between the 
Arab and Jewish representatives when the Arabs would have to give 
their reply. Meanwhile the situation was very critical and the(1) 
‘massacres were continuinge 


‘2. Azzam said that this massacre was(1) he was convinced(1) part of 
a Jewish military plen designed to terrorise the Arab population 
inside the Jewish state so that by May 15th they would be relieved(1) 
of having to deal with any 5th columm and be able to concentrate their 
whole energies on action ageinst the regular Arab native troops 

which they believed would then enter Palestine(1) from outside. 


3/002 
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Received 23/4/48 (06,30) 






Despatched 22/t/48 (19,30) 
No. 40 of 22nd April, 1948. 
Addressed to Foreign Office 203, 


Repeated to Jerusalem, Baghdad(1) Beirut, Cairo, Jedda(1) Amman, 
Memin and UKDEL New York, 










SECRET, LIGHT, 
The President of the Republic sent for me urgently this 
and in the sence of ting Minister for Foreign Affairs and 


the (1) ster Sf tasted) read me two telegrams from the 
Syrian Consul at Haifa about the (assail - Sic ? assault intended) 
there, to these telegrams a considerable battle is 
taking plece(1) end the Jews are occupying(1) one Arab quarter after 
another, There are killed and wounded in streets, The Jewish 
forces numbering about 2000 ere said to have heavy arms, A messacre 
of innocents is feared and the Consul asked for the intervention of — 
the British authorities to protect the Syrian commnity of some 200, 


2. The President asked me if I had any news and I said I had not, 
He said the Egyptian(1) Consul at Haifa had sent similer(1)(telegra- 
2)) to Cairo thr the Syrian Government so he felt sure it 


could not be exaggerated, 


3. The President went(? on omitted) to say that while he 
appreciated that a few days ago we had helpfully intervened at 
TIBERB(gpeundec. ? AS intended), here at from which very part 
our troops were being evacuated(1) British Farces were one 
We had several 8 protested t te 
$3378 5 tration of volunteers and in so doing cakeiosd 
that we were responsible for law and order until Mey 15th, He went 
on to say that out of friendship for us(1) and in spite of all 
circumstances the Syrian army had teken no action, At this point 
I remarked that I sincerely trusted that no anti British(1) action 


taken e 
would be now. h/oce 2 


WS0053, DIS, SOM. ot sort 145. 





4e(1) I told the President I would(1) immediately report what 
he said and thet I would see that he(1) received any(1) news 
that I might get. I hope that it might be(1) possible for me(1) 
to say something very soon(1) as there is obviously considerable 
alarm and fear as to what may happen when the news becomes 


public, 


5. As I was leaving the President said that after May 15th we 
would see 500 Russian aeroplanes on Felestine air fieAds which 
would have flown direct from Yugo Slavia, There would no longer 
be any(1) question of Russia penetrating the Middle East vie Persia, 


(FOR LONDON ONLY) Please pass immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram 73 and to UKDEL as ny telegram 17. 


(CATRO ONLY) Please pass to B.M.E.0, as my telegram 8, 


WOOK], DIS. SIM. ctxorts. 1074h. 





| a ee iAncaemia 3 | (/ . 
Bo | opt wore : 
Ti cee Me 


From:— (Mack) BAGHDAD, To :—H.M.Minister, 


Received 25/4/48 (19,00) 





IMPORTANT, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.435 of April 23rd. 
Repeated for the information of B.M.E.O. and Amman, 

My telegram Nooh33__—/ | \°/ 

It seems highly probable that the main purpose(1) of the 
meeting(1) will be to discuss(1) Palestine, 
2. I am seeing the Regent (who has been away for a couple of 
days) to-night end will be(1) (be - Sic) able to report further 
to-morrow. 


W30057, DISS0. 55M. 6st xorts’ yas. 


(W/r) 
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From :— H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS, 70 :—4,M.Minister, AMMAN, 






23/4/48 (17.20) Received 23/4/48 (19.00) 
of 23rd April, 1948, 








Despatched 


IMMEDIATE. 

3sed Foreign Office 207. 
Repeated to Jerusalem, Cairo, Ammen, Baghdad, Beirut,-Memin, Jedda(1) 
and UKDEL New York, 





SECRET, LIGHT. p ° 

PALESTINE. 

I note from the third paragraph Cairo telegram No.494 to you 
that AZZAM Pasha was much more ou’ about the mili intentions 


of the Arab States than was(1) Syrian president to me(1) (3rd 
paragraph of my telegram No.203). 


2, This morning the press mueckers carries statements attributed to 
local official circles to the effdéct that regular Arab troops are 
being concentrated on the Palestine frontier as a measure of precau- 
tion with a view to immediate intervention in case of grave threats 
to the Arab population, I told the military attache to go to see 
the Minister of War and ask whether there was any truth in this 
report, The Minister of War merely replied that the movements of 
Syrian troops inside Syria were their own affair, 


3. As you will have seen from my telegrams No.203 and 20) I twice 
intimated to the President yesterday my hope that nothing would be 
done to EXACERBATE the situation, If anything more is to be said 
I feel it must be on direct instructions from yourself, You will 
doubtless have realised from my reports(1),yesterday's conversations 
that our argument of being responsible for the, ee of law 
and order until May 15th has ceased to carry onviction at all 
and is indeed being turned eageinst us, 


LONDON ONLY, Please pass Most Immediate to Jerusalem es my 
telegram 76 and to UKDEL as my telegram 20, 


CATRO ONLY. Please pass to B.M.E.O. as my telegram 8, 


(aRS/HIM/HA). fs = 


W357. DISS, SOM. ct sorte) 14h, 


TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code 

Clear =aS 
From :— To:— 


Despatched - Received 





3. Azzam desired(1) His Mejesty's Government to know that 

if these massacres continued and the British Forces were unable 
to give protection the Arab etates would be forced by their 
public to intervene militarily, In that case they could hardly 
be accused of an act of aggression, 


he MreTroutbeck was present(1) at the interview(1) 


Foreign Office please pass(1) UKDEL New York and Washington es 
my telegrems Nos.5 and 1, respectively. 


Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram 51. 


(3S/PH/HA). 


'W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


cout 


FILE N0,8/10u,/48, L/TELEGRAM. : i { 
Cypher ID/oTP 
Code 


LX. 
From :— Memin,. Te:— ES ter, AMMAN, 


Despatched 2/4/48 (11,07) Received 24/4/48 (11,08) 


of 23rd April, 1948, 





MOST IMMEDIATE. 
RESTRICTED, 


‘Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.133 of April 23rd, 
Repeated to Jerusalem, UKDEL New York, Washington, Baghdad, Beirut, 
Damascus, Ammen and Jedda, 


The situation in Haifa, 
Your telegram No.e32h. 


I have now succeeded in getting in touch with the Commnders 
in Chief and informed them(1) of your message, I learn that they 
telegraphed ‘a general appreciation to the Chief of Staff today under 
No.229/CCL. This was supplemented by a-subsequent telephonic 
conversation about Haifa between the Chief of Staff General Head- 
quarters and DCIGS War Office(1), Their latest information is 
therefore already available in but I have suggested that they 
may now wish to send a further telegrapBic report, 


2.(1) Meanwhile I am endeevouring to get in touch with AZZAM to 
pass on the information contained in Jerusalem's telegram No.1094, 
and tell him that His Majesty's Government have the matter under 
urgent consideration, 


Foreign Office please pass UKDEL New York, Washington and 
Jerusalem as my telegrams 24, 28 and 33 respectively. 


ie 


WS0057, DISKO. SOM. cteorte. 10/4s 
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Oth april, 1948 


on S “(a Ae 12.45 1/4/48 


Addressed to foreign Office telegrau bo 569 of 
spril loth 


sepested for information to BeH.ind. No 146 


snd Geaving to Agman ko 17 
Seiru fio 16 
saire ho 22 
GeMesens He 15 \ 


vedda he w& x 
<erusalen ie 1 
Usiro telegram tio 4ho JO Ue Palestine. 


iraqi banister of dustice, sho will secompany 
ikdnister for “oreign affnirs to arsb League meeting 
in C@iro of 10th april, toid eo member of my staff 
gustetaer that spbs sre intendin, to place before 
Gensral AassesBly a plan besed on the Areb plan pat 
forward at the London Upnference in the sutuam of 1546. 
The Minister wes not ‘explicit but wee opparently 
referring tc Gnetitutionsal iroposals put forward by 
atab Selegatipus ani cireulsted as paper He feels, 
{ ‘omni ttee 75 é7th September 1946, sestern Department 
Ro (39679/b6 Sf D1 je 


Ze This appeere to confirm press report in Cairo 
telegran under references 








From: H.lie AABASSADOH, FOKEIGK OFFICE, 
Cyth BAGDAD. LONDON. 
aA — ; 7th April, 1948 
ho. 369 / o | 0930 8/4/48 
je 
CORP ivEDT LAL J ts 





elegram No.369 

of 7th april, 19438 

epeated for information to British Middle ast 
Faien, tel. = 


Pa Jerusa 


Addressed to Foréign 


AX Cairo, 19, SAVING 
Damascus . 
/Seirut, } " 


Dy 
ate) a 


" 
, We -K, Delegation New York 
V 


SA 
Ysera 35" 
Your telegram No.4J31 fof 3lst Jarch7 to Cairo. 


Arab bands in falestine. 


I handed communication to “Minister for Foreign 
Affairs on the lines of paragraph 3, in continuation 
of the representations on this subject which had 
previously been made by this Embassy. I also spoke 
to him on the lines of your paragraph 4. ile is none 
committal by nature and has been less than a week in 
office. He jromised to study the matter. 


hid 4ACK 
JH/FLF 
AD/ VK 
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23/4/48 (18.50) Received 23/4/48 (19.00) 
of 22nd April, 1948, 
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Despatched 














Addressed to Foreign Office 20) and to Jerusalem, 
Repeated to Baghdad, Amman, Beirut, Cairo,\Jedda, Memin,UKDEL New York 
j ; fj 


SECRET. { of 
“Vy immediately prece telegrams” 
LIGHT, 


The President of the Republic sent(1) for me again at two 
thirty pem, to show me the further telegram from Haifa, This was 
to the effect that an Arab delegation had seen the British 
Commander of(1) the troops and had asked for his intervention in 
order to stop the violent attack of the Jews against the Arabs, 

The commander had refused to intervene, to allow Arab help to enter 
the town or to take(1) measures to stop the killing of Arab 

women and children unless(1) the Arabs agreed to conclude a truce 
with the HAGANA on conditions explained by the commander, the 
chief(1) of which was the delivery of all arms to the Jews, Immediate 
instructions were asked for(1) in view of the meeting between the 
Arab delegation, the British commander and Jewish representatives at 


four Pelle 


2, The President said he was bewildered at that condition of the 
truce which demanded delivery of arms to the Jews by the Arabs, 

Nor could he see what instructions he could send, What did I 
suggest ? I (said — mt.gp.) it was possible there was some 
misunderstanding but I reminded him that neither he nor I were 

eware of the real circumstances prevailing. I begged him to urge 
moderation and to take no action which would bring this local Haifa 
issue on to e wider plane, The President again said he was very 
nervous of the reaction(1) of public opinion here especially as the 
contents of the telegram which he had read to me would become public 


property as it had come enclair, 


‘ble moment which will enable me to answer the 
oo +o ne . er se appeals from the 
JES/ PH, qeennnerene aeeteOe 


W30057. DESO. SSM. Gyprte. 1074s. 
V hs ; 


;$c. I very mach hope I shall receive something at the earliest poss- _., 


Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to Jerusalem 
as my telegrem 74 and to UKDEL as my telegram 18, . 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O, as my telegram &1, %, 
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From :— 4,M,Minister, DAMASCUS, To :— H.M.Minis 


Despatched 23/4/48 (18,15) Received 23/h/h8 (19,00) 





Addressed to Foreign Office 205 and to Jerusalem, 
Repeated to Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo;-dedda, Memin, UKDEL New Yor 


My immediately foll elegram, 


The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs who was accompanied by 
the Acting Prime Minister sent for me this evening and read a joint 
telegram from the Syrian and Egyptian Consuls at Haifa asking 
whether in view of the imminent handing over of the town to the 
Jewish armed forces they should not return home after the evacuation 
of their respective commmities, The Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs also said that he had just received a telegram from the 
Syrian Consul at Jerusalem to the effect that the latter's request 
to the Government for assurance that the Syrians living in Haifa 
could be escorted safely to the Consulate had been rejected, The 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs said we had several times told 
the Syrian Government(1) that until May 15th we were responsible 
for the maintenance of law and order in Palestine and could give an 
assurance that the Consulate and the lives of Syrians in Haifa 
would be safeguarded and their evacuation ensured, I said that I 
could clearly give no such assurance but that I would refer his 
enquiry both to His Majesty's Government and to Jerusalem, 


Foreign [ffice please pass Most Immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram No.75 and UKDEL as my telegram 19, 


Cairo please pass to B.M.E.0. as my telegram 82, 


(HM/SPS/iA). 4% 


{ 
— 


WS0057, DESDO. SUM. claorta) py ds. 
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Gear V ? 
From —_— S,.OF Se F.O. LONDON. To :— HM. st e 








Despatched 23/4/48 (18.25) Received 23/4/48 (19,00) 
No. 235 of 23rd April, 1948, 












SECRET, 
Addressed to Damascus telegram No.e192 April 23rd 


Repeated for information Amman, Baghdad, ro Cairo, Jedda, 
B.M.E.O, and UKDEL New York, 


Your telegram No.205, =" Or, 

Please inform the Syrian Bovernment(1) that I appreciate 
their concern, We are studying the situation most(1) 
urgently and on receipt of further information hope to send 
further instructions(1). Meanwhile you should continue to urge 
moderation on the Syrian authorities although I realise that this 
will in the circumstances be a(1) most difficult task, 


/ 
(PWAIA). Mee 


W30057, DESDO. 55M. ctwerts’ 14h, 
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Despatched 24/4/48 (13420) Received 24/4/48 (13026) 
No. lds _ Of 23rd April, 1948, 








IMPORTANT. 
Addressed Foreign Office 210, 


Repeated to Jerusalem, Amman, Bagh#ad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, Memin 
and UKDEL New York, 


Your telegram aces +! : 


SECRET, LIGHT, 
Haifa, 


I have seen the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs and spoke 
in accordance with the(1) first two sentences, 


2. .I added that you had instructed me to urge once agein(2) 
calmjness on the Syrian Government, The Act: Minister for 
Foreign Affairs assured me that they were acting in that spirit. 
I then (? gp. omitted ? drew) his attention to this morning's 

ss report about troop concentration on the Palestine frontier 
telegram No.207) as well as to the alleged movement of guns 
and(1) cars (Jerusalem telegram No,1113 tome), To this the 
Minister replied that- (there were - Sic ? they were) not(1) 


sending any(1) regular troops into ‘alestine and that this 
situation continue unless the Arab League decided otherwise, 


3. The Minister immediately told the President of the Republic 
of our conversation but the latter had nothing further to ask mé so 


I did not see him, 


Foreign Office please pass immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram 77 and to UKDEL as my telegram 21, 


Cairo please pass to B.M,E.0, as my telegram 8), 


(asm). 2 ————-— 


W30057. DESHO, 55M. wort) 14s. 
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Despatched 24/4/48 (18.45) Received 24/4/48 (21.30) 
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IMPORTANT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office 213 and to Jerusalem, 


Repeated to Auman(1) Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, Memin, UKDEL 
New York, 


SECRET, LIGHT, 
HAIFA, 


The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs(1) has just(1) read 
to me over the telephone (10,45 a.m.) a telegram from Hai 
to the effect that it is to be feared that the Jews will steal 
Syrian goods in the(1) SUQS, The message also said that the 4 
Jews(1) are ABDUCTING Syrians to unknown destinations and ae 
their getting into contact with the Syrian yh e Intervention 
by the British authorities is requested. Pr 
- 


2. I reminded the Minister for F afedtrs of our converse- 
tion yesterday (my telegram No.2 He said the Syrian(1) 
Government would hold us responsible for Syrian losses of any kind. 









Foreign Office please pass most immediate to Jerusalem as my 
telegram 80 and to UKDEL as my telegram 2h. 


Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 87, 


(SPS/HIM/HA). 
See. 


WS0057, DESSO. SAM. ctaurts  1Oyde, 
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Despatched 24/8/48 (19403) Received 2h/k/4B (21,00) 
of 2th April, 1948, 


Addressed to Foreign Office telegram Noe April 24th(1). 


Repeated for information B,M.E.0., Amman, and Saving Behrut and Ramxxc 
‘| v4 


Damascus. 
My telegrams Nos,(1) cet ee fet [ o» 


The meeting between the Regent and King Abdulleh, 


The Regent confirmed(1) to me last night that the object of the 
meeting was to disouss Palestine(1). He also confirmed thet there 
were no units of the Iraqi army in Palestine and that nonéwould be 
sent in before May 15th, He was being pressed hard to contribute 
some Iraqi forces if not to Palestine at least to Transjordan and 
he clearly implied that it would be difficult to resist this 
pressure, I doubt indeed whether the Iraqi Government would wish 
to resist it. The contribution would be limited by transport and 
finance and would certainly not amount to as much as a division, 


2,(1) In addition to the Ministgafs of Defence and Finance the Chief 
of the General Staff will also accompany the Regent to Amman and 
will(1) visit Syria and the Lebanon with the Minister of Defence 
after the Regent has returned to Baghdad, The Regent does not 
expect to stay at Amman for more than 3 or 4 days. 


3. Inreply to a question from me the Regent said that no other 
countries had been invited to send representatives to the meeting 
and that he himself(1) had felt that he could not properly suggest 
that they should be ted, i 


goars/ea) WZ 
WS0057. DISh0, SOM. ct ayfts.  royas. 


















FILE NO, S/l0U/8. TELEGRAM. (ful) 1B 


Cypher ID/OTP 
ode 
€tear 





From :— S,OF S. F.0. LONDON, 


Received 24/4/48 (12.01) 





Despatched 2b//B (12,00) 
No. 238 of 23rd April, 1948. 








IMMEDIATE, 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


Addressed Demascus telegram No.197 of April 23rd, Beirut, Cairo, 
Jedda, Baghdad, B.M.E.O. 

Repeated for information UKDEL New York, Washington, Jerusalem 

(? Amman omitted) 


Jerusalem telegram No,109).. 


You should inform the Government to which you are accredited 
accordingly and point out that previous reports have clearly been 
exaggerated, In particular the Press stories of the evacuation of 
23,000 Arabs are a considerable exaggeration, The Arabs have been 
leaving Haifa for some weeks and this process has lately been inten- 
sified, You should emphasize that British troops have engaged the 
Jewish MORTARS and done their best to control the crowds and to bring 
about a truce. 

? eer 2 me 
2. Foreign nationals are (gpeundec, ) to tle (gpeundec. ) that the 
situation is a dangerous one but the military authorities do not 
expect that either side will make a concerted attack against them 
except in the case of foreigners who have been engaged in the 


fighting. 


3. I fully realise the great difficulty in which these and other 
similar incidents place you in your relations with the Arab 
Governments in the light of our responsibility in Palestine until 
May 15th but I am bound to ask you to do your best to persuade the 
Arab states not to make the situation still more difficult by(1) 


taking any precipitate or(1) direct action, 


i 
(HIM/IPS/ ta), (to 


WS0057, DESO. SOM. ct anrtat - 1074s, 








mux w.s/ousia, WLTELEGRAM. ///#// 176 
1 


et 
Cypher ID/OTP 2 ‘ } a oe 


ede 
Sear i~ </ 4) ut 






From:— 4,M.Minister, DAMASCUS, To nanan 





Despatched 2h/t,/48 (18.11) Received 24/4/48 (18,15) ° 
No. 6 of =. th April, 1948, 








IMPORTANT, 


Addressed to Foreign @ffice No.212, . 
Repeated to Amman, Baghdad(1) Beirut, Cairo,Jedda,Jerusalem,Memin 


and UKDEL New York, 
SEORET, LIGHT. 


HAIFA, 


I have read to and left with the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs a copy of Jerusalem en clair telegram to Secretary of State 
for the Colonies 1094 and asked him to show it to the President. I 
explained that it was the actual answer to(1) AZZAM's(1) approach 
to(1) H.M.Ambassador Cairo although the latter generally agrees with 
(1) what(1) the Syrian Fresident had told me, The Minister tried to 
argue that the Arabs had no real responsibility for the present 
situation in Haifa and maintained that the Jewish action there and 
elsewhere was part of the regulated plan to influence the United 
Nations Assembly, When I took the further opportunity (gp,undec, ) 
in that the British army was being impartial and had had casualties 
he retorted that we may be impartial but that we are powerless, 


Foreign Office please pass immediate to Jerusalem as my telerram 
79 and to UKDEL as my telegram 23, 


Cairo please pass to Memin as my telegram 86, 


. 
woe eee 


sammy 


WS0087. DESO, 54M. ctserto. 10yde. 
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From :—H.M.Minister, DAMASCUS. To HeM.Minister, AMMAN, 


Despatched 2b/ty/48 (21.46) Received 2t/k/48 (22,50) 
of 24th April, 1948, 





IMMEDIATE, 

Addressed Foreign Office 218, 

Repeated to Jerusalem, Amman, ae UKDEL New York and Memin, 
CONFIDENTIAL, LIGHT. (2) “ad 

My telegram No.213. 

HAT?A, 

The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me thet(1) 
he has just received a (1) telegram from Haifa timed 04.45 peme 
stating that British troops ere supervising the evacuation of 
Syriens from Haife. 


(HIM/HA). = 


“i 


W357, DISSO, 55M. ciaortss. 10745, 


(W/t) 
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Despatched 23/4/48 (11.30) Received 23/4/48 (11.45) 


22nd April, 1948. 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.295 of April 22nd, 
Repeated for information Damascus, Jerusalem, Amman,Baghdad, Cairo, 
Jedda, B.M.E.O. and UKDEL New York, 


The Director-General for Foreign Affairs sent for me urgently to 
ask me in the name of the President of the Republic who was 
erin perturbed(1) by the news of a full(1) scale Jewish 
attack on Haifa and district now in progress to draw the attention 
of His Majesty's Government to their obligations under the mandate 
to ensure public security and to express the earnest hope of the 
Lebanese(1) Government that steps would be taken immediately to deal 
with this Jewish aggression, The effect on Arab opinion if the 
British troops now(1) stood aside would of course be deplorable, 


2. I said that though(1) I had not heard of this attack I felt 
confident that the Brit security forces would not tolerate any 
breach of the peace by either the Jews or the Arabs in the areas 
still under their control, And as he well knew Haifa would 
remain in British hands until our evacuation had been completed, 
I womld(1) nevertheless not fail to pass to y ou the President's 
message without delay. 


3, He said that the President of Syria would be holding similar 
(gpeundec,) with His Majesty's Minister at Demascuse ; 


Foreign Office please pass to UKDEL as my telegram 12, 
Cairo please pass to MEMIN as my telegram 8, 


paren? ars 


WS0057, DISSO. SOM. cCsxorts  1lOydh, 


(W/T) 
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23/4/48 (18,30) Received © 23/4/48 (19,00) 
of 23rd April, 1948, 





Despatched 










Addressed to(1) B.M.E.0. telegram No.32h (April 23nd) (2) 


Repeated for information to(1) Cairo, Jerusalem, UKDEL New York, 
Washington, Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman and Jedda, 


Cairo telegram Noh. —\ \ 


Following from the Secretary of State. 
Personal, 


Please obtain most urgently from Commander in Chief the 





latest appreciation of the situation at Haifa and telegraph it to 
me if possible early this afternoon, : 

2. Meanwhile you cen if you think it desirable inform AZZAM(1) 
PASHA and other Arab representatives in Cairo that His Majesty's 
Government are studying this situation with the utmost urgency 


and concern, 


(JFS/HA). Vif 


WS0057, Dish, SOM. ctsorts!. 10yds. 


4 fo" 


The War Officc, S.\i.1 
115 
TOP SECRET — Copy NOcccccoes 


0176/816(M04) 
6th April, 1948. 


Subject:- Directive and Administrative Instruction to the 
General Officer Commanding , British Troops in 
Palestine. 


Fromi- The Director of Military Operations, 
The War Office, 
Whitchall, S.W.i. 


Tose The Secretary, 
Commandcrs-in-Chicf Committec, 
Middle East. 


The Defence Committee, at their 7th (48) Meeting held on 
dist March, 1948, approved the Directive and Administrativo 
Instruction and invitcd the Secretary of State for War to issuc it 
to the General Officer Commanding, British Troops in Palestine, 
through the Commanders-in-Chicf, Middle East, on behalf of His 
Majesty's Government. 


Five copies of the Directive and Administrative Instruction, 
Nose i to 5, are accordingly forwarded herewith with a request that 
a copy be issued to the General Officer Commanding, British Troops 
in Palestinc. | 


4A copy of the Directive and Administrative Instruction and 
of this covering memo have been sent to the Prime Minister, Defence 
Minister, Lord President of the Council, Ministcr of Labour and 
National Servicc, The Treasury, Tho Foreign Officc, The Colonial 
Office, The Admiralty and The Air Ministry. 


(SGD) A.D. WARD. 


/iiar Office Internal Distribution .. 





| 
Director of Military Operations. 


War Office Intcrnal Distribution by M04 
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DIRSCTIVE BY HTis MAJESTY'S GOVIRNMUNT FOR 


GINERAL OPFICIR COMMANDING BRITIGH TROOPs 
IN PAL STING 


-eriod Covcred by Directive. 


This Directive will come into force on the 
relinquishnent by His majesty's Government of the British 
Mandate for Palestine, end will operate until the evacuation 
of British forces from P-léstinc is complctcd, 


OQbjcct. 


th) 


ee In accordance With directives issucd by the Commander— 
in-Chicf, iiddlc Bast Land Forces, you Will be responsible:- 


(a) for the orderly cvacuation of ou» forces. 


(b) for the cvacuation, stores will be cvecuatcad 
up to the Istest vossible moment and to the 
greatest extent that circumstences permit. 
You will ensure thot no weapons or simnunition are 
abandoned in Palestine in servicerble or repsircble 


condition, 
Powcrs, 
ae During the period covered by this Directive the bnsis 


of the powers which you mny cxercisc will be thet you are the 
Cowanndér of » militery force in occuprtion oi Lorcign 
territory. 


You have overriding militory jurisdiction in 
certein ercns, specificd by yourself, from time to tine, 
which will override fll other lew end nuthority in these ereas. 
In thoes nrers you have the oower to cxercise complete control 
in 911 metters including law -nd order, requisiticning, control 
of trensportation, nnd so on, out should exercise it only 
insofrr ns it is essential Zor the protcction of our forccs 
end vor thé orderly progress ov the cv-cuction, 


80 long as thc con“itions cllow you will censure the 
ordcrly ev-cuntion of Roynl Vavy cnd Roynl Air vorce personnel 
enu stores by merns of close co-operction with Councdore, 
Prlestinc, end the \ir Officer Camacnding, Levent. saouln 
it be necessery to use Roynl “avy cha .oyel...ir Forec 
personnel to assist in mointcining low end order, you will 
-uthorisc these officers to act on your beh-lf, If you 
ecnsidcr 7 strtc of Guergency hns criscn, you hrve the power, 
-rter informing the other two service Vowirnicrs, to nssumée 
commen of cll service personnel in rrlestine. 


Lie You inry cxtend or dccrcose ot you: awiscretion the 
erors in which you wish to éxercise your overridizy milit-ry 
jurisdiction. 


ate You will cxercise your overriding jurisdiction, mana 
peciry the srers in which you wish to uscrcise it, by the 


saue of proclamations. 


Proclanations Ct». 


ater Ge, You should immediately on the relinquishment of the 
Mandate issue proclamations stating your overriding military 
jurisdiction and the arexs in which it is to run, including 
territorial waters where relevant; warning the civil 
population to abstain from actions calculated to interfere 
with the progress of the evacuation, and stating that such 
actions will be punishable by the military authorities; 
specifying the offences which will be triable by the military 
authoritics; and setting up courts in which these offences 
will be tricd. : 


Responsibilities other than the conduct of the Evacuation. 


Te You have no responsibility for the preservation of 
law and order in any part of Palestine except as roquired by 
you for the protection of our forcus and for the purpose of 
evacuntion. You should, however, take whatever steps may be 
possible, and in keeping with your main responsibilitics undcr 
this Directive, to protect the lives of British subjects in . 
the arens in which your troops are located. 


8. It is no part of your duty to undertake any 
administretion for any part of Palestine cxccpt insofar as 

this is essential in order satisfactorily to achieve your object. 
You will, however, conduct the evacuation With due regard to 

the welfare of the civilian population and the economy of 

the country. 


9. All expenditure on civil administration of the arcus 
under your control should be met by whatever civil authoritics 
are functioning in the arcas. 


10. You will allow such civil nuthority os may be 
effective in my areas, and which apart from your military 
occupation would be the civil authority of that area to 
operate to the grentust cxtent possible, and you should 
interfere only when necessary to achieve your object. 


Relnticns with other authoritics. 


il. Assuming thot the Unitcd Nations’ Comission is 
established in Palestine .t the time of the relinquishment 

of the Mandate you should deal with the Comission .s the 
authority administering Palestine. If a United Nations' 
Commission is not cstablished, further instructions will be 
sent to you in regard to the Jewish and Arab authoritics with 
whom you should dcenl. 


12, You Will be assisted in such denlings by a political 
adviser to be scconded by the Foreign Office. 


13. In crch of the contingencies mentioned in paragraph 
11 above you are also nuthorised to deal direct with local 
authoritics and municipal bodics insofar ms may be expedient. 


Immigration 


14. You have no responsibility for the control of 
imnigraticn into Palestine 2s a Whole. You have, however, 
authority to control the movement of immigrants into or through 
the arcxs in Which you .re exercising your overriding military 
authority at any time, insofar as you considcr it expedient, for 
the protcetion of our forces and for the orderly progress of the 
evacuntion. 


(Signed) E. SHINWELL. 


The War Officc, 
j Scerctary of State for War. 


lst April, 1948 


eice 65 = 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION FROM HIS MAJESTY'S 
GOVERNMENT TO THE GUNBRAL OFFICER COMMANDING 
BRITISH TROOPS IN PALESTINE 


Finance 


1. All expenditure on the civil udministration of the 
areas under your control should be met by whatever civil 
authorities are functioning in the areca. Only if these 
authorities refuse to meet expenditure on services of this 
nuture which you consiccr to be essential for the purpose of 
the military evacuation should any expenditure be incurred by 
you. In the event of such cxpenditure being unavoidable 
separate records chould be kept, as far ag possiblc, of the 
anounte spent in order that subsequent recovery may, if 
necessary, be effected from the appropriate authorities. 
Sinilarly, records chould be kept of Service Stores and 
supplies uscd for such purposes. 


2. In the case of stores, whose cvacuation or 

disposal by the Ministry of Supply cannot be effected, you 
vill endeavour to negotiate, if possible, with the Unitcd 
Nations' Cormission in Palestine or with successor 
Governments, for their sufe custody with u view to the 
subsequent withdrawal of such stores, or to disposal as may 
be decided upon in the altered circumstances, In this you 
will be assisted by the officer uppointcd by the Minister of 
Defence, The cost of safcruarding of storee must be 
economically related to the value of the etores handed over 
for sufe custody. 


Pixed ascets 

Ss So long as the situation permite, the Pixcé iAcsects 
Disposal Executive (Palestine) will eontinue to function in 
accordunes with the Directive und with the powers contained 
in War Office letter 119/Abd/4331 (C. of L. & C.; dated 
45th January, 1948. 

former Governncnt of Palcstine 


Officere of the 





Emmloyment of 





he You are authorised to cmploy temporarily officers of the 
former Government of Pulcstine under the arrangements to be 
notificd to the extent that thie may be esecntial to assist in 
the military evacuation. If such officers are rcauired for 
purely nilitary purposes, the expenditure involved is a proper 
charge against Army Votes. If, on the other hand, they «are 
required by you to perform administrative functions which 
chould ordinarily be performed by the civil authorities all 
expenditure in respect of this should ultimately be met by 

the reeponsible civil authorities, and should be dexlt with 

in the manner deseribed in paragraph 1 above. 


(Signed) E. SHIi VELL. 


The War Office 
4et April, 1 8. 


Secretary of State for War. 
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IMPORTANT, ; 
Addressed to Foreign Office 21; and to Jerusalem, 


Repeated to(1) Amman, Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, UKDEL New York, 


Memin and Wa: tone Ps , 
Your telegram No.197(1) LIGHT HAIFA. 


Although as reported in my telegram 212 I had already conveyed 
to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs Jerusalem telegram No. 
10949 I saw him(1) again and spoke in the sense of your telegram 
under reference. omitting however the 3rd peregraph which so fer 
as I could understand its rether c pt\ text seemed inappropriate 
in view of my telegram No,213, 4 |? rv 


/ ! Al ~ 


2, ‘The Minister took note of whet Isaid and expressed the hope 
that we would carry on our responsibilitges in Palestine. 


3. See my immediately following telegram which deals with 
Sarafand Cemp seems to imply that the Arab regular(1) forces expect 


to have reached that spot in about 10 days time, 
Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram 82 


immediate and to UKDEL and Washington as my telegrems 25 end 11 
respectively, 


(PA/HA). 


rope. 


WS0057, Disha, SoM. cteortet  1yas, 
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Received 24/4/48 (22,00) 
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Addressed to Foreign Office 215, {sf 
pr, Oe 
Repeated to Memin, Baghdad, UKDEL New York, Jerusalem and Ammen, 


My immediately preceding telegram and your telegram 522 to 
Memin, 
SECRiT. 


Very soon after I had seen the Acting Minister for Foreign 
Affairs for the second time to-day he twice telephoned the 
oriental secretary in quick succession, The first subject is 
dealt with in my immediately following telegram end concerns 
Haifa, 


2, On the second occasion he asked(1) that the decision to 
lend(1) Serafand camp to the Jews should be postponed as in 10 

ime the Transjordan Army would be able to prevent the 
Jews(1) taking it, 


- Foreign Office please pass important to Jerusalem and UKDEL 
as my telegrams 83 and 26 respectively. 


Copy to:- S/1049/48. 


(HIM/JFS/PH/HA). : 


W057. DIS. SIM. oct sorte 1ysas, 








SAM as 


*) 
na 


